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Distance Learning Class via Video Conferencing System “BitMate”

HARADA Akiko

In accordance with the development of Information Technology, environment of the
Japanese education has also been changing. At present, Japanese Education via Video Conference
System is expected to expand its use for learners in overseas countries. This paper reports on the
effects of interaction activity using BitsMate System between the Thai students at Waseda
Education (Thailand) and the Japanese graduate school students at Waseda University from
October 2003 to February 2004. Also, some concrete proposals using this Video Conference
System are mentioned in terms of language education, language acquisition, language research,

and non-Japanese teacher’s in-service training.

How Japanese Natives Control Their Speech Level Towards Learner of Japanese?

INOMATA Kimiyosht

The study analyzes the speech level in the conversation between Japanese Natives(JN) and
Thai who is studying Japanese. All informants are university students. The study is planned and
examined through the frame of Politeness Theory (Brown and Levinson 1987) By comparing the
speech level of JN towards JN and JN towards learner ,the following results are shown.

Towards learners, JN are more likely choose formal speech level or words which doesn't
contain any lexical structure nor speech level. Other valuables are also shown to influent JN's
speech level, such as the speech level of interlocutors or their personality. It would be useful for
the learners of Japanese to know the results to understand how Japanese communicate with

learners and why they do so, so that they can build better relationship to JN.
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The exercise of one day tour in my Rajabhat
NOSAKA Chieko

The students of my university studied Japanese for about 3 years. But they finished without
the opportunities where they could use Japanese and this is about unfortunate. So I made the
following exercise for students were devided into 2 tours which occurred in the morning and
afternoon. They choose two places which are famous in Nakhon Pathom of which they gave a guide.

They studied Japanese for the tour during gave the term. Therefore they were able to
recognize was useful and practical words they studied. Then they became interested in Japanese
and Japanese culture once again.

When the tour finished, some students were disappointed because they couldn't speak
Japanese with Japanese tourists. But the experience made them decide to improve their Japanese,
and they could get a taste of guiding people around their local places of interest.

The tour made the students use Japanese and communicate with native Japanese,

Therefore I want to make this tour again.
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Expressions with “ni-totte”
FUJII Akiko

“Ni-totte” (for~; to~) is used with expressions that refer to a specific {(as opposed to a
general) view. And “ni-totte” is generally used when estimation (e.g. “taisetsuda” - important,
“shinkokuda” - serious etc.) is expressed. We can use those expressions with both general view
and a specific view. On the other hand, we cannot use “sukida” (be fond of ) “sanseida” (agree to}
and some other expressions with “ni-totte”, since they are always only used with the specific view.

I have often wondered why intermediate students use “ni-totte” incorrectly, and then I
found that I had to explain the difference between these expressions for estimation. And I

wondered if I should prepare some activities in order to show the difference to the students.

A Katakana syllabary for Learners

MIYAMOTO Yuichiro

Japanese has three characters, Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji. We use Katakana mainly
for writing words of foreign origin. Katakana has the same Japanese syllabary which starts with
"ATUE O" as Hiragana. In modern Japanese, we write words of foreign origin in a similar sound
to the original one as much as possible. Therefore there are some words of foreign origin that we
can't write with sounds of the Japanese syllabary. For example, [ti] of "party”, [ Se] of "share”
and [tfe] of "check" and so on. We write these sounds, (7 4] {ti] [~ =] [$e] (F=z] [tie] in
Katakana. These sounds are special ones because they aren't in the Japanese syllabary.

Learners study Hiragana and Katakana at the beginner level. It's difficult for learners to
master the special Katakana writing way in this level. This paper focuses on the special Katakana
writing way that we often use. And for learners at the beginner level, I made a Katakana syllabary

which had the special writing way.
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