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The project for the development of a Japanese language textbook

for high schools in Thailand

Bussaba banchongmanee
IMAEDA Aki

Prapa Sangthongsuk
The demand for a new Japanese textbook suited to actual conditions arose in the high schoaols in Thailand.
This was due to the increase in the teaching of the Japanese language at the high school level and to the
institution of a new curriculum by The Ministry of Education. The project for the development of a
Japanese language textbook for high schools started in 2000 with the cooperation of the Ministry and The
Japan Foundation. The project was carried out by a commitice consisting of Japanese language teachers
from Thai high schools, universities, and the Japan Foundation. The committee studied needs by making
inquiries, designed a syllabus, wrote a textbook draft and evaluated it. After trial teaching in high schools,
the final textbook was put on sale in 2004. In this report we will discuss the characteristics of the project

and its result: the Japanese textbook  Akiko to Tomodachi, and also the significance of this project in

Thailand.
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Fluency and accuracy with communicative activities
Fujii Akiko

Although both fluency and accuracy are important for language teaching, it is not easy to keep a balance
between them. When you decide to teach communication activities to students, especially Thai students, at
first you introduce communication activities and you have to train students to teach them. Since students
are not familiar to studying with the reasons for communication activities, students’ participation is
important. Then you consider fluency more than accuracy during the class.

Once the students are used to doing the activities, you should think about how to teach accuracy as well
as fluency. It is useful for accuracy to develop communication activities which force students using
specific structures, and fo create engaging feedback tasks. And it'is always important to know what your

students are able to do when you plan what to teach.
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