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Factors associated with JFL Learners’ writing anxiety

, ISHIBASHI Reiko

This study aimed to investigate the relationships among foreign language writing anxiety, writing
achievements, and the time of learning experience. A questionnaire consisting of 19 items associated with
writing anxiety was administered to 126 JFL Thai college students. The results indicated that writing
anxiety consisted of four factors: foreign language writing anxiety, the fear of negative assessment, writing
preference, and writing confidence, and that foreign language writing anxiety showed a significant positive
correlation with the fear of negative assessment and a negative correlation with students’ writing
achievements. The ANOVA results demonstrated that significant differences were found between freshmen
and juniors, and between sophomores and juniors in the factors of writing preference and writing
confidence. The findings suggest that teachers should reduce students’ writing anxiety in the classroom and

help them develop increased self- confidence in their writings.
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The Relationship between Factors in Increasing Motivation to Learn Japanese

Language and Learning-action at Secondary Schools in Thailand

Factors in Intrinsic Motivation While Teaching Japanese Language

YOSHIKAWA Keiko
- This study aims to.examine the relationship between factors in increasing motivation to learn J apanese
language and learning-action of high-school students in Thailand. The results indicated that factors in
increasing motivation to learn Japanese language were composed of 2 factors as “Relatedness,
Competence, Experience of Japan” and “Contents of Japanese language study”. “Relatedness” and
“Competence” which composed intrinsic motive were included, therefore, it was suggested that intrinsic
motivation was an important factor for Japanese language study at secondary schools in Thailand. The
result by multiple regression analysis indicated that especially these factors as “when I understand the
Japanese language class”, “when we have a Japanese language contest”, and “when we contact with

Japanese people in the class or events” affected learning-action. The results suggested the importance of

instruction based on learners’ level and needs, and networking with Japanese people in the local area.
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A Practical Study of Calligraphy in Teaching Japanese Characters

—Through Teaching a Sequence of Characters to Thai Learners

HAYASHI Asako

This study aims to reveal effectiveness of calligraphy in teaching Japanese characters. Both teachers and

learners are considered not to attach importance on teaching and learning Japanese characters. But writing
characters in clear hand is so important as a means of communication to convey what they want to tell.

In this practice learners were required to write a sequencebof characters*“5 characters consisted of Kanji

and Hiragana characters” by writing brushes. Writing 5 characters by brushes could make learners- be

conscious of “centering of characters”, “size of characters” and so on. And as a result, this study points out

that the consciousness of learners against significance of writing characters is different from those of

Japanese.
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Approach to enrich skills in Japanese writing

A study with interviews from Thai college students——

KANOME Yoko
After interviewing 3™ level college students majoring in Japanese language, we found that students are
unable to express their thoughts in the Japanese written language. To resolve this issue, we developed and
| implemented a Japanese writing class based on TQF:HEd (Thai Qualifications Framework for Higher
Education). After classes were completed, we conducted interviews with Thai students regarding the
Japanese writing class and strategies on writing Japanese. As a result, we found the courses need
improvement, and the students are lacking consideration, imagination and vocabulary.
Therefore, the objective of the writing class was to create a supplemental material to enrich
consideration, imagination and vocabulary. The material references Constructivism by Kubota(2003) and

Autonomy learning by Umeda(2005) and can be used during and outside class hours.
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