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Analysis of pragmatic competence in Thai learners of Japanese
in foreign language environment
——The structure of email rejecting——

NAsNNN 2575

Communication via email plays an important role in Japan. Taking the viewpoint of interlanguage
pragmatics, this study attempts to find out pragmatic competence of Thai learners in performing refusal via
email. The participants were Japanese students and Thai learners who have no experience of studying in
Japan. They were asked to perform refusal to acquainted teacher’s and friend’s request via email. After,
comparing similarities and differences on structure of both groups, this study analyzed pragmatic
competence in Thai learners by focusing on the following views. Firstly, in term adjusting structure in
refusal email according to social status, learners frequently used greeting structure when refusing teachers.
Secondly, in terms of selection of structure, influence of learner’s first language (pragmatic transfer) is less
likely to occur. But, learners tended to adapt their refusal to Japanese (accommodation) and perform

characteristic refusal which is different from either Japanese or Thai (particular manner).
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Thai Learners’ Use of Japanese No
——Based on Two-year Longitudinal Research——

TSUBONE Yukari

This paper analyzes Thai learners’ use of Japanese no and their comprehension about no based on a
two-year longitudinal research conducted in Thailand, focusing on the relation between their Japanese
ability and the use of no, mainly no-da.

The results are as follows:

(1) The learners’ Japanese ability and the use of no are related and learners can use no even in an overseas
environment, if their Japanese level is high. However, it is suggested that the influence from the
language contact with Japanese people or Japanese movies and dramas should not be disregarded.

(2) The descriptive surveys show that even the learners who did not use no in the interviews recognize
some usage of no. Therefore, if appropriate practice is carried out, it may lead them to use no.

(3) The sentence final no and no-desu / n-desu are regarded as a different function respectively.
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Considering of Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language in Overseas
A comparison with French, English, German and Chinese Foreign language education
in Thailand

Masayo Yamaguchi
During our study of how Japanese is taught as a foreign language, we investigated and compared

the Japan Foundation (JF) with four other organizations: the Alliance Francaise (AF), the British Council
(BC), the Goethe Institute (Gl), and the Confucius Institute (Cl). According to results of the research, the
AF has the most number of bases in the world and next is CI. JF has fewer than any other. In the language
education in Thailand, Cl has a lot of bases and teaches Chinese from the north of Thailand to the south.
Gl has fewer courses than AF and BC, but it has a full range of levels, from basic to advance. In addition,
Gl follows the guidelines of the CEFR, along with AF. In terms of testing, aside from Japanese one, all
language testing, including children’s testing, also meets CEFR levels. JF offers fewer total courses than
other organizations and their tuition and the testing fees are also lower. JF has no bases in Chiang Mai. It is

necessary in discussing teaching Japanese overseas to contemplate the approach of other organizations.
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Revision of web contents that provide reference books on Japanese language education
in Thailand
——Explore the way information can be displayed in a user friendly format——

YASUDA Reiko, KIMURA Yuko, SUZUKI Yumiko, UCHIDA Yoko

“Association of Japanese language education (JLE) for Thailand” operates the web site called
“Nihongo Kakehashi (Bridging Japanese Language)” which has provided information on JLE in Thailand
since 2009. The purpose of this paper is to describe the process of revision and problems associated with
the “information in reference books on JLE in Thailand” listed in the web site. The following three
revisions were suggested: revision one: to expand the range in gathering information of references,
revision two: to organize references for easy finding, and revision three: to provide a search feature on the
web site. The next challenge will be to cover the scholarly journals and proposals from educational

institutes in Thailand, and to clarify the trends associated with research on JLE in Thailand.
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