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Perceptions of Thai JFL learners towards a task-based Japanese class
--Astudy of a ""Japanese for Travel 2014 course™ at a Thai secondary school--

FUKUNAGA Tatsushi, FUKUNAGA Aiko, Sudarat TAKACHOTE
This study analyzed learners’ perceptions of what they learned during a "”Japanese for Travel

2014 course" based on a task-based language teaching approach. The research specifically investigates
how students perceived the task-based Japanese course, and how they self-evaluated their progress during
the course. Data analysis involved data from written reflections (Kim 2006) by the students, a
self-evaluation sheet answered after each class, and a questionnaire administered after the completion of
the course. The findings indicate that students perceived that the meaning-focused communicative
language activities were beneficial to their learning, and assisted in their acquisition of practical Japanese
language abilities. Student self-evaluations also show that they personally felt their Japanese proficiency
improved as a direct result of the course. The data also shows that the task-based course appears to

influence the students” motivation positively, increasing their desire to learn Japanese language.
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Teacher cognition of Thai JFL teachers
--A belief survey in Thai secondary schools--

FUKUNAGA Tatsushi

This research aims to investigate the nature of language teacher cognition of Thai JFL teachers in

Thai secondary schools utilizing a questionnaire survey (Sasajima & Borg 2009). 106 of teachers were
asked 33 questions, divided between nine areas: a) language (Japanese) learning knowledge and skills, b)
language teaching knowledge and skills, ¢) educational purposes/values, d) pedagogy/education, e)
recruitment and employment, f) within school/collaborative studies, g) materials, h) workload, i)
relationships with students. The results indicate that the majority of Thai JFL teachers place an emphasis
on native-like Japanese pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary learning. Regarding the methods used to
achieve these goals, the Thai teachers believed that repetition drills and translation methods are effective
for Japanese learning. It was also revealed that although Thai teachers recognize the great importance of

communicative language teaching, there are few opportunities for teachers to receive the training.
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The role of the SEND program for the tertiary educational institutions in Thailand
--The practice of the Japanese language instruction, instruction support, and exchange
activities--

KANOME Yoko, YOKOTA Kyoichi, ISHIZAKI Daichi

SHINOHARA Emi, NARITA Yuni, NISHIDA Natsumi
This report examined the role of a government funded Student Exchange- Nippon Discovery
(SEND) program, implemented by a private university in Tokyo, Japan. The purpose of SEND is to
promote Japanese students’ intercultural understanding through assisting in teaching Japanese and
introducing Japanese culture overseas, as well as to nurture experts who could act as a bridge between
Japan and the ASEAN countries. Five students practiced teaching Japanese and engaged in exchange
activities at a national university in Thailand in 2013 and 2014. Since the first two years of the five-year
program has been completed, we conducted a questionnaire survey for the teachers and learners of
Japanese asking for their opinions on their experiences with SEND. The findings indicated that SEND
provided the learners with educational and affective benefits. It also highlighted the roles and attitudes that

the teachers and learners wanted Japanese students’ to play within a classroom.
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What a Japanese language teacher learned through a tour guide training
--A case study of Ms. Ueyama who teaches at University A in Thailand--

OKAWACHI Hitomi

Based on the idea that teacher learning is building the three domains of capacity; personal

capacity, interpersonal capacity and organizational capacity (Mitchell & Sackney 2011), this article
studies one Japanese language teacher’s learning in Thailand. Given the importance of Japanese language
education in the tourism field in Thailand, this study focuses especially on her learning through tour guide
training. The participant of this study is Ms. Ueyama (pseudonym) who has been teaching for two years at
University A in Thailand. In order to understand her learning as a teacher, | collected data through four
interviews and e-mail exchanges. The results showed that: Ms. Ueyama learned the procedure of the tour
and how to teach in the tour guide training; her view of teachers changed from ‘a person who teaches right

things’ to ‘a person who supports students’ learning.’
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Learners’ Interest in Japanese Video Content Such as Anime and Drama
--A Study Based on a Survey of Thai University Students--

MATSUI Natsuki

Today, large numbers of learners use the internet to watch Japanese video content such as anime

and drama on a daily basis. Many learners watch this content not only as entertainment but also as a
medium of learning language. The use of video content such as anime and drama in language teaching has
often been recommended for teachers since media materials are obtained conveniently. Media materials
may be chosen from the teacher's point of view by considering the quality of the content or the suitability
for classroom use. However, teachers tend to overlook the point that materials should also be selected
according to what learners want. This paper takes up the case of Thai university students who learn
Japanese and discusses the importance for teachers to know how learners approach Japanese content and to
what extent they are concerned with this content. The paper also examines to what degree Thai university

students recognize a variety of genres of video content according to the result of the survey.
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