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What | am going to tell you now has never been told
to anyone or anywhere before. It is concerning Japan in
particular and is about my childhood upbringing under the
influential impact of two different cultures, the first of
which is Japan's, because, it occurred in my childhood
during the 2nd World War, when our country was accom-
modating military bases for Japanese armies. The earli-
est cultural impact that fascinated me was the Japanese
military disciplines; self-respect, and punctuality. It gave
me an understanding that the most important asset for a
nation is its human resource. My father was a soldier. It
was then he told me that, among so many nations in the
world, the two greatest of them all are, Germany in
Europe, and Japan in Asia. These two nations deserved
such high ratings because of their excellent human
resources. They had self-respect and they had respect for

Liad%NNQ“W@WMU%M?@QWLﬂHimaﬂﬂﬂiuﬂuiﬁHL%WW”
uﬁ”NNﬁiNWﬁkﬁ?ﬁ@dW?ﬂ%ﬂiﬁ%M?ﬁ@i&ﬁ& M8 N&H@lﬂ@ﬂ%
mwiu D9DITUDTIINAILTU BWiHﬁiiNMiﬂ@aaWiHﬁiiN%ad
E]_Iﬂ% LW?%’NNNLTT@N{L% NEJ Jﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ@iﬁ“ﬂ N QJ‘U%QEJ
LWNUW%Q&Ntﬂ%N@IH SO anmﬁiNuiﬂW @WNN a5
QWﬂnﬂh& ﬂ@a@iﬁ%mi”ujﬂﬂﬂtﬁJ QQWNiQﬂLQWEWﬁiuaG
LOIWLIRT NNQG@@?W ~afl WﬂZUW @1%&Hﬂf8ﬁ?@ﬂﬂa
WiWHWﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬂ WBNNﬁf%ﬂ%TﬂWiﬂ“%“u%Wﬂﬂ”Uaﬁﬁﬁ1ulﬁﬂ
# Nﬁﬁ&lﬂ%@ﬂ a@Lﬁrjaﬁﬁmmﬂwmw K mmwmﬂuﬂiﬂ QD
Wwaslu AN aaiuﬁnﬁa ﬁaﬂﬂhLLWiﬁuﬂ%WQﬂ%HH
Lﬂﬁ‘W(ﬂ% ATTWRD LW?%@w%%WJLEJ@iN%LLavZUﬂ% EN
uNQWQqu @@iwmam&;uwaaaymnaa s WNW?O?ﬂEﬂLNWWUﬁ
@Q@W’NNEM"L%EU\IL@ IWNDIZVI E]@ﬂ‘S“LVl@TNWiWEﬂﬂiN%HEJ ‘VHGL‘M
N aqﬂi“mﬂmimmsa@ EJGBL‘WEU‘V] .0 T%Iaﬂ%NNL%%LLG]
LRI D_Iﬁ% IR RWNNVLﬁ‘VlLﬂEI’JI@] NNLM%Iﬁﬂ‘WEl@
WH%@HN%QB f] @oo g Hﬂ@mGLUWUadLﬂWWN@LﬂB YU

The first-ever disclosure by Thawan Duchanee
Basil 09RE ATU laiiaawailvuantiau

others.

Therefore, both Germany and Japan, even if they had
faced defeat and ruins, which was the outcome of waging
a World War, they have been able to maintain their nation-
al prestige and their glories. Both countries have their
valuable human resources that enabled the recovery of
their own glories and mightiness.

| am sure that there is no other nation that can be
comparable to these two.

When | visited Kyoto, | found there that the time
comes to a standstill at least for about 400 years.
Everything over there shows traces of the long, long past
of its existence. Then when | went to Tokyo, | realized it
is a very modern city that is well prepared for a leap out
to another planet. While | was in Germany, | stayed at a
500-year old small town named Khommen, but when |
went to Berlin or Frankfurt, | saw the trends of contempo-
rary prosperity. During my childhood, my relatives earned
their living on the wages paid for laundry by Japanese sol-
diers in their small army that advanced to the north and
occupied Burma. At that time they were all stationed at
Chiangrai. Therefore | was quite familiar with the soldiers'
uniforms, their samurai swords, their bayonets, and their
daily life routines during my 2 to 5 years of age. | had
established a good relationship with Japanese soldiers,
and | noticed their self-restraints, and self-suppression.
From those soldiers in the Japanese army | started to
know how to force and control myself. From my father |
was also told that during the 2nd World War, the
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Japanese military men's daily supply of food was nothing but
boiled rice and pickles.

But even at the Imperial Palace, the late Emperor Hirohito
had the same kind of meals that were never prepared from the
best meat nor best fish, but just the simple food his soldiers
were taking.  While | was in Europe, where the Caligula
Emperor hosted his grand feast for 3 days and 3 nights, or
sometimes for a week, the menu consisted of some hundreds
of dishes. The world-famous Great Emperor of China, Qin Shi
Huangdi, or even any Chinese Empress, every morning was
served with a hundred dishes on their breakfast tables, but
those dishes were just catering to their eyes' pleasure, they did
not partake of them.

During my childhood | spent most of my time in the jungle
for safety, to hide away from the daily air raids. But because |
did not like vegetables, | had to discover a hunting ground for
crickets, when the catches reached 10 or 20 | grilled them for
my food. At the age of 3 this was my best hunting. Later on, |
turned to other preys such as snakes, reptiles, insects or even
little birds in the bushes. Such was the experiences that con-
sequently turned me into the only artist with extra skill in draw-
ings of human beings and animals, the latter covers wider
range that includes mammals, birds, reptiles, insects and also
fishes.

During the time between 12 to 15 years of age,
dipped into my second cultivating mold, it was the American
movie influence that enveloped me. At that time we were
under the Hollywood movie influence that changed us and natu-
ralized us. But, when | reached the age of 15, my preference
for Japanese culture made a comeback. It was then that both
the Hollywood's and Toho's influences were side by side pre-
dominating. The Toho films produced by KUROSAWA Akira fea-
tured MIFUNE Toshiro, while Hollywood films featured John
Wayne. My preference went for KUROSAWA Akira's production
for | thought his was more extraordinary, more excellent in its
techniques, contents and styles. So most of the movies |
enjoyed were those produced by KUROSAWA.  Hollywood pro-
ductions can be termed as some commercial scraps, they do
not contain any interesting artistic value.

But KUROSAWA's excellent films are numerous, whichever
one you name, "Rasho-Mon", or "Yojimbo", or "Sanjuro", they
are all wonderful, and they are regarded as the guideline pro-
ductions for all the later produced films. | was then growing up,
and one day | screened KUROSAWA's movie "Yojimbo" and
comparatively pointed out to the audience that KUROSAWA
Akira produced this film in 1955, then 20 years later Sergio
Leone made a copy thereof and gave the leading role to Clint
Eastwood in the film which was named "A Fistful of Dollars".
Then 30 years later Hollywood made one more copy thereof,
named it "Last Man Standing" and gave the leading role to
Bruce Willis. But, both the Italian and Hollywood copies are
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4 junior warriors' uses. So,

incomparable to the origi-
nal one by KUROSAWA's,
whose original title was
"Yojimbo" and starred
MIFUNE Toshiro.
der how many people who
have seen them, have
realized as | did that
these films can still be
seen today if you are inter-
ested in them. Besides
this, | had also introduced
“Rashomon~”, and the
biography of AKUTAGAWA
Ryunosuke, telling everyone that here is AKUTAGAWA
Ryunosuke, the author of Rashomon. | told them this film was
copied by Hollywood, whose leading role was taken by
Lawrence Harvey, and then by Paul Newman, but they are still
incomparable to KUROSAWA's original film in spite of all details
copied and featured in their imitating productions.
Nevertheless, the imitating productions could not be compara-
ble to KUROSAWA's, because they could not reach and reveal
the spiritual essence of that movie. | wonder how many people
in Thailand know how AKUTAGAWA Ryunosuke wrote his famous
novel. In Thailand, this famous work was staged as a theatri-
cal drama produced by the late M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, who took
the role of the woodcutter himself. | had the opportunity to cre-
ate a set design with him, distributing the roles of priest and
warrior to the proper cast. The collaboration with M.R.Kukrit
gave me some relevant experience. So | might say that | know
something about this theatrical production. When at that time
it was realized that my life at such age was swinging back to
the Japanese cultural impact once again. | started studying
Japanese culture in every branch. My main interest was gath-
ered around the swords. In my collection | have a number of
swords. The collection of warrior's swords started from my
father, about 80 years ago from now before the 2nd World War.
Our collection has therefore included those of rare swords that
attracted even some Japanese visitors who called at our home
in Chiangrai. Among them there is one sword produced by the
swordsmith of TOKUGAWA era that was very famous. The
swordsmith who produced this sword belonged to the Seki
school. Its scabbard was totally made of gold. This is very
unique and nobody else ever had it, except in my collection. In
my home there are more than 20 of Katana (excellent swords
which are kept in museum) plus 50 more of the lower class for
| say my people at home can be

| won-

AP AN termed as one branch of the Seki-ryu swordsmiths, under whom
LETTER we have sent our men to learn their art and techniques at

w

Yokohama. | devoted one of my houses to keep weapons,
especially those belonging to the samurais. This row to keep
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the axes and knives, all belonged to Japanese. | keep also the
arrows and swords. | have created our own swordsmith school,
sending our men to Yokohama to learn swordsmith's art and
technique, to learn and practice Yumikiri (how to use the bow
and arrow), both at standing gesture and while on a horseback
for three full years. Therefore, when | have some parties for
introduction or for celebration, | have my own ninja men to per-
form and demonstrate the technique of cutting banana trunks
with swords, which is practical in real life, and which is not just
a ritual. The famous rock garden of Ryoanji Temple in Kyoto
whose size is rather enormous has inspired me to create 15
rock gardens. Not so many people have kept such size of a gar-
den. Besides, | never have any opportunity to tell anyone that
this garden is aimed at the maintenance of human being's spir-
itual balance, the healing of the soul. = When we sweep the
garden's pebbles and create the patterns of water, or of any
other forms, our mind is at a standstill. Our mental steadiness
is pressurized, and it is thus forcing ourselves into meditation,
into thinking, into a steadfast level of intelligence and wisdom,
in order to be creative. All things at my home, even the bath,
are showing some Japanese culture-oriented trends . | myself
probably may be counted as my country's samurai inspired by
Japan's . At the time when | taught my people about the rock
garden, what directly inspired me at that moment was the Wabi
Sabi Suki, in Thai language it may be translated into Simplicity,
Gracefulness, Mystery and Splendor, all of which explains
nature, but the Thai people never pay any attention to such
spiritual values.

During my student days at Silpakorn University, | was
about 17~22 years old. What attracted me most of all was the
in-depth Japanese spiritual element traceable in their paintings,
sculptures, architecture, literature and performing arts, as well
as daily life. At my home, | was occupied with Japanese cul-
ture-oriented activities all through the month. | laid out all
Japanese paintings from Edo era for exhibition in honor of the
3 great artists, namely Hiroshige, Hokusai and KAWABATA
Ryushi, etc, and also in honor of my contemporary Japanese
friend Mr.TANGE Kenzo and Mr.ANDO Tadao, both of whom are
world famous architects. | want to conclude that there are only
Japan and Germany, in my opinion, where modern culture is
deep-rooted in and traceable to their ancient cultures. For
example the National Stadium's modern design by TANGE
Kenzo that is inspired by the influence of Japanese architec-
ture, thereupon he created a contemporary piece of architectur-
al art. Such is the type of contemporary art works | appreciate,
i.e. it is neither created by copying the ancient form nor by
copying the western forms. That is why | have strong admira-
tion for these people. Besides, my friends came sometimes to
demonstrate the Tea Ceremony, the lkebana Flower
Arrangement Art, and also the art of folding papers. Some
times we together took our roles in a theatrical production of
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Madame Butterfly. It means that we are doing every thing that

involves Japan, and we invited some Japanese who were left

behind in Chiangrai for 40 years to our events. These Japan-

ese people have never returned to Japan after the war ended,

and they did not even know that their country was a loser of
o that war, because they spent all their time in the jungle.

We asked them to relate their memories of Japan. My
interest in and appreciation towards Japan are based upon
their spiritual stability, their abilities of self-control, physically
and spiritually.

| have built 3 houses, all of which display typical structural
form of Japan, i.e. simplicity and cleanliness both inside and
outside. Then | took my son to see by himself what the Japanese's
daily life is like, how they preserve their traditions and culture,
and how they step forward into contemporary modernity.

| spent 28 years to learn all these from teachers, profes-
sors, and from my experiences as well as from my own logical
reasoning and implementations, combined with my learnings
based upon my real and natural curiosity. | put all these things
together, and | think about the way | should carry on with my life. |
have an opinion that the Japanese way of life is demonstrated
for self-sufficient living. | should refer to what | have said in
the beginning about the Wabi Sabi (the austerity, grace and
quiet simplicity), then | started studying Japanese Buddhism
and Shintoism. After that | paid attention to study further the
Zen, Shingon, Nichiren, Nenbutsu, etc. What caught my special
interest is the Zen Buddhism, because it was Zen that
appeared first in Fukuoka. Japan's first Zen Temple was erect-
ed at this prefecture. Then | traced the routes of arts and cul-
ture into Kyoto, Osaka, Tokyo and all the cities to trace out how
Buddhism, especially the Japanese Zen Buddhism, had predom-
inated Japan in the fields of Bushido (code of the samusai),
paintings, life styles, and everything that imply self-sufficiency.
| spent as long as 10 years to study Sumi-e paintings (drawings
by the use of brush and ink) before | started to create my own
works in this artistic form.

But what surprised me is the present trend of, except
Japan, all our Asian nations. We are now putting our lives into
the crusts that were rejected by western people. This trend
has caused my concerns especially at times when imagining |
might probably be asked by some western people why we
spend our lives in western-style homes, eat western food, wear
western costumes, take western medicines, make decisions
like western people, and also appreciate general life values like
western people, while the western people themselves want to
live in Thai-style homes, want to eat Thai food, want to wear

6 Thai traditional costumes and want to live amidst Thai cultural

A P A Nenvironment. But it appears that now the Thais are generally
LETTER wearing jackets and neckties. Nowadays | cannot go anywhere
|~ because | have neither jackets nor neckties. At any function
((A)) the invitation cards shall specify the type of costumes for such

ralFmdnmgii-ey (MadeugUdeniuuammiing Wnmis™y
ﬁﬂawwmummmmm IDLUDINNLDY,

y LLWNNLLﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂmm 1uﬁaauuu \lbflsﬁmﬂ% mevﬁamaam
TANG L’SW\IL‘]_] 3l mmmNi@wmt,ama@mum Sl wwm
Lﬁummmawﬁlﬁwvlwu NiﬂmmmmﬂwLimaamw,muma
ﬂumWiﬂJN mmff L ammum@ Nmiﬂwﬂmmumq §a " ula
LIJ_I‘]_INN mmawmumq Lﬂumqmwmma 4 g ms@mamﬂay
thulny wieenfuensing wioenyemis ammﬂlwa 1N
amﬂaﬂummﬁﬂm Lmﬂﬂﬂmmu{wmaﬂ L auaﬂwﬂva
NNALRY wmuuwmvlﬂvlmuvlﬁlm vz i auaﬂwﬂvlw aﬂﬂm
wmmamaﬂm LLmLma@Lmu mmmsl, L auaﬂmrﬂm SRV
14 LLMNM”TMM&%LN@NWLL@]mimLmeLmuu niaanany
L‘Umwwmﬂmuvlmwmﬂ@ﬂmmvbmmm LWiwuLﬂmﬂwﬂmw
] memvlwmw Seandiagl 't a%@ﬂwﬂ\l‘ﬂ mmmaammmu
ER m@aﬂﬂﬂummimﬂmLLiN mmaa‘w&ﬁ.wam Niamavﬂﬁ
RAARSIRS qumweﬂ,@ & M meﬂmwmmmwmmmau RIAEY




and such occasions that demands white uni-
forms, or else jacket and neckties.

Then, how can | participate in any func-
tion at all when | have none of such specified
social standard paraphernalia.
presumable that | am a Thai who must stay
off-limit because | do not behave like the con-
temporary Thais, who normally wear jacket and
necktie, live in western style home, and enjoy
dinner at hotels, and whose verbal language is
a mingle of Thai and English words. In spite
of my 9 languages ability, | never try to speak
other foreign languages. If | am speaking
Thai, my speeches are truly made of Thai
vocabularies. Therefore, | am happy to be
chosen for the Fukuoka's Asian Cultural
Award. It is because from the beginning when
my physical and spiritual existence were
formed, | made up my mind to be an Asian,
my physical accessories and my home are Asian, my way of
thinking is also Asian. Although | know what the European and
the American are like, | do not copy them, American or
European whatsoever, and moreover | do not copy the ancient
Thai style. All these that | know, | put them together, and re-
create them into a contemporary style. | am happy at my
thought that the Japanese can see through to this man's com-
ing-of-age in his way of thinking, and that he is sufficiently influ-
ential to convey such way of thinking to others. At the begin-
ning | was alone to venture on such things, but now | have a lot
of friends who respond to my outcries. At least during the past
15 years, | started with my appearance as a Master Asian, and
then | sowed the seeds into them, telling them that they should
be proud of being human, to be proud of being Asian, and then
proud of the arts and cultures of Asian, through these steps
they would become perfect human beings. It is unnecessary
that you should copy European styles. No European would like
to look at any European styles here. When | visited Kyoto, | felt
pride for the Japanese and for all the human beings, in the
thought that we still have Kyoto that stands erect against the
lapses of time, that displays the eastern civilization, and that
emitted the cultural flames eternally kindled by all of us, shin-
ing brightly in the fields of fine arts, sculpture, architectures, lit-
erature and performing arts.

So | should like to conclude that Asia's most influential
cultural trend, that may probably be termed as the world's cul-
ture, is here, Japan's Culture. Japan teaches us to know the
character of Eastern Culture. Japan is the only country where
there is no need to use champagne glasses because they drink
sake.

There is no need to differentiate glasses for such drinks
like Dom Perignon. Japanese use different knives for meat and

It is therefore
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for fish. Though | am not Japanese, | appreci-
ate this trend of eastern culture. When | look
at Japanese trees, or at Japanese washi
paper, Japanese food, Japanese gardens,
Japanese Tea Ceremony, Japanese rocks, |
am filled with appreciation. Therefore, it is my
intimate feeling of friendship initiated deeply
in myself. But it is regrettable that, for 30
years since | have been back in Thailand, dur-
ing the first 10 years, | was far from reaching
any success because | had to do my best to
earn my living. Because | have never been
doing anything else except being a profession-
al painter. To be a professional painter it is
the same everywhere in the world, it means
you are living in poverty. During my first 10
years, | could not do anything but learning and
studying. | could settle down during the 2nd
10 years, starting to be famous, built my home
at Chiangrai, and the last 10 years it was time
to reap what | had sown. | have become
famous, have money and many more things.
What | am going to do in the coming years, is
to create an award by myself, with cooperation
from UCOM's Khun Boonchai Benjarongkul. It
will be similar to the Fukuoka Award, with no
connection whatsoever to the governmental
sector. We shall ask cooperation from the
Japan Foundation, Bangkok, including the
Embassy of Japan, Thai artists, and Asian
artists, in the selection of awardees. And | hope there must be
one day when | shall extend my formal invitation to the Japan
Foundation, Japanese Association, and Japanese Ambassador
to pay a visit to my home at Chiangrai. | want to show how a
man with one pencil, or a man with one ballpoint pen, can con-
tribute to his country, to his homeland and to the world. | have
walked alone for a long time, now | hear voices responding to
my shouts from around the world. So, | wish to present an
award to the first name | can remember, the Japan Foundation.
This Foundation has offered me their awards and opportunities,
has sown the seeds to make myself a growing huge tree (100-
men flanked tree). | want to return my feeling of gratitude, and
my sincere appreciation and let it be known to everyone.
Therefore, | would like to convey my message to all Japanese
people, through this gathering, that from now on, if there are
Japanese artists, sculpturers, architects, men of literature, per-

8 forming artists, vocalists, or someone who wants to study Thai
A P AN culture in-depth, any of them are invited to come and stay at
LETTER my home as an Artist In Residence, and my cooperation with

w

the Japan Foundation shall keep continuing into the future.
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other is my past experiences in the field of the experimental
re-creation of modern art based upon oriental art, which was
the outcome of inter-exchanges with Asia's artists. These
two aspects contributed much to this Exhibition.

It was not my desire to let art enthusiasts think that
this exhibition is just an opportunity to introduce Japanese-
style paintings to Thai people. On the contrary, the objec-
tive of this exhibition was my further step towards the better
understanding of Thai art.

During the period of exhibition, | spent 32 days in
Bangkok and almost everyday | visited art exhibitions here
and there. Moreover, | had visited homes of Thai artists,
and gave lectures on the Japanese paintings at Thai Arts
Department of Silpakorn University. These were the experi-
ences meaningful to me and gave me a lot of inspiration.

To the opening reception of the exhibition was invited
Prof. Panya Wijinthanasarn of Silpakorn University as the
honorable guest, who gave me invaluable explanations
about Thai original art. He also kindly guided where there
are ancient Thai arts' rehabilitation works going on.

Khun Thawan Datchanee, one of Thailand's great
artists, honored the event with his presence. He refered to
my works as "romantic yet energetic", and he kindly invited
me to his home. Incidentally one day before the opening of
my exhibition | had a chance to visit his art gallery at UCOM
Building, where | could sense the magnificence underlying
the liberation and gracefulness as well as powerful character
of his works. The chance was considered very lucky for me
and | was so much impressed with it.

Moreover, | also had a chance to visit Khun Wasan
Sitthikhet's home, the artist whom | wanted to meet for a
long time. From his appearance he seems to be an easy-
going man, but | had realized his inner force that is directed
towards the betterment of society. So | felt like understand-
ing through his personality why his social-criticizing paintings
have been widely supported by the Thai people.

The impressive exhibition in my opinion was the History
& Memory Exhibition at the Academic Exhibition Center of
Chulalongkorn University. It conveyed the feeling of social concermn
that should be assumed by contemporary art. In the case of
Japanese modern art, it is established as a genre called
contemporary art, without reflecting the common feelings of those
who are living in the actual situation of contemporary society.

"The Thailand's 2544 Excellent Paintings Competition
for the 2544 Excellent ASEAN Paintings Award" that was
held at the National Art Gallery with the sponsorship of
Philip-Morris, is the very appropriate showcase whereby one
can get to know about the contemporary Thai Art movement.
However, | found there the similar problem with the
Japanese art scene :the artists tend to pay little attention to
the strong motivation of the content in favor of technique.
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Unless they can make a clear expression through their
works in response to the question "Why must it be paint-
ings?", their works shall lose the power to express.
Speaking of the adjacent exhibition under the theme of
"Thai IV" | felt a good impression about young Thai artists
who,faced with the challenge as to how to vitalize Thai tradi-
tional painting today, seem to have an intention of rebuilding
the concept of painting.

During the past decade, | have organized my solo and
collective exhibitions at various locations around Asia. | have
learnt a lot of things from the artists in Korea, China and
Taiwan, and | deeply realized that Japanese-style painting is
not necessarily a unique style originated in Japan but it con-
stitutes a branch of the larger stream of eastern art. In the
compulsory education syllabus of Japan, none of such things
were taught, either theoretically or practically, on the oriental
arts. Thus the majority of Japanese people tend to think
that Japanese-style painting is base on a unique aesthetic
and is difficult for non-Japanese to understand, failing to
appreciate the universal value of its expression generated
from the long history of the eastern paintings and simply
regarding it as a genre of local art.

| am very much interested in contemporary Thai art,
especially in contemporary Thai painting.

Though both Thailand and Japan are located in the
Asian region, the latter has more international background
historically and geographically. And Bangkok which enjoys
the status of a hub city of Asia and a gateway to the west-
ern society, can be regarded as one of the centres of cultur-
al exchange not only among Asian countries but also of the
world but Thai culture keeps its own identity steadily with a
deep and rich substance in this somehow chaotic situation,
which touches our heart indeed. Thai Art also shares this
characteristic of Thai culture.

Thai artists seem to be engaged in a serious pursuit of
contemporary expression through the succession of a spiritu-
al backbone of traditional painting.

Recently | received an invitation letter from Silpakorn
University to spend 1 year over there as an artist in re-
sidence. | believe this is the greatest fruit that | got from this
exhibition. In 2002 | am planning to stay in Bangkok on a long
term basis to commit myself to draw paintings as well as to
study Thai art. | shall be very happy if | can find the possibil-
ity of a new painting rooted in Asia through the comparison
of differences between Japanese-style painting and Thai art.

Finally | would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Japan

12 Cultural Center, Bangkok, Silpakorn University and all the nice
A P AN people | met during my stay in Thailand. | also would like to cor-
LETTER dially appreciate Ms.SUZUKI Atsuko, owner of Akko Gallery, and

w

Mr.OKUSHI Yukio, famous collector of Viethamese modern art
works, both of whom kindly introduced many artists to me.

W evaandvgauagan ‘mﬂm»l,u 1900 esWuled iR
maamumwmu” waagn Wawmmwwwﬂmmaamaaﬂﬂ
amqmﬂ;ﬂm ueilv33AMs "Thai IV" mmammmﬂmu by
ﬂU%Lﬂ%ﬂﬁi’JNﬂaU%‘M%N TR fmIeiasiy AIWFUN Thai
Art (ﬂaﬂummmaﬂwa Jlﬁﬁﬂiﬂamamvbhﬂwuu ‘mﬂm n
mmwmv‘nmu mummmmrmmwmawﬂumﬂmﬂwmm
‘a‘ na o

Tugaa 10 Fehuan il mwﬁﬂﬂﬁmmml,avﬂam
e 9 mamm VL@LSEJmaJL‘mnmamﬂﬂaﬂmjaqLm‘ma M
wae léwin LLa”ﬁ NBENIRTINN mwwwmﬂuiﬂmﬂmumﬂu
Laﬂaﬂwmwm@ﬁnmaﬂumﬂu ueliAe NIz EREURINTEL VAN
‘WLiHﬂ’ﬂﬁ]GliﬂﬁN@y’maaﬂ Lmsl,umsﬂﬂmm@m@umaamﬂu 14l
PeNmMS aumm@mwamaﬂammmﬂmmmm@]vmaamam
LLSJLLG]‘H@H ﬂumm mﬂmmwmwmmw mwwaummmu
ﬂaﬂvmﬁmaﬁaﬂwmmmmﬂmm mauﬂﬂmuwﬁm mﬂﬂ@
N mmmumm‘wmﬂaﬂvmaemmu LLauamaauVLﬁ’mummﬁ
M3l maaﬂmﬂu Nafifsifen AsEuENIWILIEnINTIN
mvmaaﬂaamamm

mwmﬁ n uhalumwidow Sulvslaasive laswws Thai
Art Lﬂu,amamﬂ

‘]_Jiumﬂvlﬁ/lEJLLNQWQHEL%@%E@W@LHHWJElﬂ% weo RS
M a3 LLaumﬂiumﬂaﬂummemmmmu AGRERN Rk
nRAIN aumumaa
ﬂummamv “WN Ny
ANALTUANG Lalliie
wafugudnarsian
DITNVDIDNTY  W6lEl
Lﬂmmmmﬂaamwu
‘EiiN‘lJadIaﬂﬂ’H\lG)
wanisasan bsilafiay
ivwﬂﬂumwwam
NA1ULRY anm&naa
Sausraninefuday
aﬂummmamm
"y mwmmawna@aﬂm ﬂaﬂvmaﬂmmfﬁummﬂu

waeadu Thai Art uaﬂmmv wammmmmwaamm
NAIININITULULAILAN A mmﬂ@mmmwmamm vy
W AN IMTY A9RaNIIN Heinensa3eds
} Surion S ldsumils™adey Il Artist in Residence
wmnwmaaﬂammmunm 19 ﬂmmmauﬂawa WSaduis
sL‘vn:uw mvﬂmmmm mwﬁﬂmﬂumm ml,mﬂwmmwm
msl@’muwmmuaum’ﬂumamww LLﬂuLiEJWa'Liad Thai Art W3as
9 519 FIORNANUMNTLUDENNRTITE N snRvwLeNTu
Vl,ﬂvlmammmwLmﬂwﬂmmﬂmammummwaamwmm
mﬂmmu Thai Art mmmsmaﬂmammavlﬂ ﬂmaymuﬁmwm
Bud
‘ @‘mwmaaﬁuamammam@m@laﬂumwmﬁmmﬂu 1ails
il ;‘Li,j ainenduathng LLaywﬂwmwmﬂmwuﬁﬂuﬁiymﬂha
VN Akko Gallery, @mawﬂm 790, LLGUQMEJTWI@U I@mﬁ wmja
L“aﬂuﬁmyw Y NNUAGINTTH Nﬂwmamamm Aungih
ﬁaﬂm’m 9 mnmﬂwmwmﬂmﬂ 3l lam Gidhe



=\
TIEANITNANTIN
¥
o I oo
From July to September 2001 RAdUALAAY N.A.2544 04 N.8l. 2544
August,2001 “9nax 2544
A Joint Concert. 154 AIADS smswswqum
Zuzu& Aichi Chorus Group vL
for Children's Peace wazamszingasdss 1w aelad
a v o a
and Happiness WND WANIWLAZANN qwaamﬂ 9
An enjoyable mini ANaauUL"S6
concert was conducted @3qﬁu'u PO
by a famous Thai folk e .
group "Zuzu" and Aichi Qe 9% UMY
Chorus Group for Chil- {;ﬂ%fmjj;g T4 8
dren's Peace and Hap- ”Laal,ﬁa”%ammmg
piness at the Main Hall ANy mmaqwﬁﬂe’l s
of Japan Cultural Center, AL S
Bangkok, on 24 August ﬂué‘l’i@u%ﬁ%imﬁﬂﬁ
2001, in hope of the world's Agalw (osud
peace and happiness. 24 “9MaN 2544
Zuzu has been a Grundalviaa
leading band playing “ud aunlan
songs for life since its %q@%@%ﬂmm
establishment and pro- o Lﬂma@um%ﬁlﬁ:
ducing many popular :umwmmasﬁm
songs in Thai music scene such as "Bakaran", "Kai  yn&ycidmsriadiog Nammwamﬂwsamu@ 1@@ "Ny
Mot Deen", and so on. The Aichi Chorus Group, on the R NG LLa”a‘LL 0l rmﬂmuuma slsy i waladsin
other hand, has been playing their original songs rather | yapanuduaifuiiial @ﬂuﬂiumﬂmﬂu WINLUGLNG
on a grass-roots level in Japan. They have their own ST ﬂuﬂﬁymﬂvlmal,ﬂmwm\lwama
Thai language songs for elephants in Thailand. Mk aesaniuass asaeidulam aumaawﬁm
The joint concert was really a good occasion for the gy, X Rgnssumaanainvasudazam NNL‘?J']WGN%
audience to learn the various activities of both bands. AL immmﬂi”mm 80 A% NNAUNACLNAUTLLNAITERL
Approximately 80 participants enjoyed the professional FFN LAZRANTSH UN Q] mad@;mﬁﬂ%@qﬂiz TN
songs and humorous activities by the Chorus Group. i
Japanese Cinema Caravan 17-19 July 2001
6 a i
ﬂ‘]‘i']’)']%ﬂ']WEl%@l‘iiyﬂJ‘% 17-19 nanH1Ad 2544
School/Institution No.of Audience (Prs.)
July 17,2001 Tam Pin Vittayakom School Grade 1042 5.3, Snuinenay 400
Rehabitation Center of Khruu Mookda ML ATEAAN (thuaganan) 38
July 18,2001 Anubarn Payao School Grade 6 3.3 DULNANELEN 130 =
Payao Pittayakom School Grade 12 3.3, WERNWVENAN 100 JAPAN
July 19,2001 Baan Rong Haa School Grade 7-9 35, thugaasmn 200 LETTER
. Q)
Total Viewers 868 ©
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August,2001

Moon People 1991-2000
Japanese Style Paintings

The Japan Foundation,
Bangkok proudly presented a

“smau 2544

%ﬂ‘i‘iﬂﬂ‘l‘iﬂ']W?‘lﬂLLﬁJﬂmﬂJ%
N%ﬂiilW‘i"Q%‘}’l‘i 2532- 2543

Nauﬁm'ﬂu ny9
W ﬂﬂm uadnTse

Japanese style painting exhi-
bition entitled "Moon People
1991-2000" by KATO Shajiro,
who has received many awards
in the international scene, from
1- 25 August 2001 at the Art
Gallery of Japan Cultural
Center, Bangkok. More than
280 viewers enjoyed his
unique styles of paintings.

Mr. KATO has earned his
M. A. in Japanese style paint-
ing at the Graduate School of
Tama Art University. Although
his works are based on
Japanese style painting, his
pursuit of painting is beyond both Japanese and Western
style. This exhibition was really a good opportunity for us to
learn how a contemporary painter developed his own style
based on a traditional skill.

Apart from the exhibition, Mr. KATO kindly conducted
his lecture and workshop on Japanese style painting at the
Faculty of Painting, Sculpture & Graphic Arts, Silpakorn
University both on 6 and 8 August 2001. Around 40 stu-
dents in the Department of Thai Arts exchanged their ideas
and experiences about the concepts of Thai traditional paint-
ing and Japanese style painting.
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Japanese Cinema Caravan August-September 2001
aTwnneuasddu “snaa-fuenaw 2544
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Date School/Institution No.of Audience (Prs.)
Aug 28,2001 Su-Ngai Kolok School Grade 7-12 55 lmiln-an 160
Aug 29,2001 Anubarn Narathiwat School Pre-Elementary -3 9.3. m&mamw'ﬁm 700
Anubarn Narathiwat School Pre-Elementary 4-6 740
Narathiwat School Grade 7-12 79, UNIN 200
Sep 11,2001 Naresuan University NAINENRLWIFT a.ﬂwnﬂaﬂ 600
Sep 12,2001 PibulsongKram Rajabhat Institute MIuNIgAYS 9T 900

Total Viewers 3,300



Lecture and Workshop:
Packaging Design

The Beauty of
Japanese Paper Craft

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok proudly
organized a special lecture and workshop on
packaging design made by paper, both on 2
and 3 September at the Main Hall of Japan
Cultural Center, Bangkok, and on 4
September at the Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiang
Mai University.

Mr. HIRANO Tadayo has been working
for Toppan Printing Co., Ltd., as Chief Art
Director and Mr. ISHIO Toshiro is a lecturer
at Vocational College of Design. Both lectur-
ers have received many awards in design
competitions.

Not only have they received many
awards for designs, but also are they really
good at explaining the structure of packaging
design both for the general public and design
related specialists. The 223 participants on
the first day, 166 participants on the second
day in Bangkok and approximately 200 par-
ticipants in Chiang Mai, enjoyed their informative and stimu-
lating lectures as well as the precious experience to make
samples of packages designed by the lecturers.

Apart from the lecture and workshop, Thai-Japanese
Packaging Design Exhibition was held at the Art Gallery of
Japan Cultural Center, Bangkok from 30 August - 15
September 2001 respectively, with the kind cooperation of
Siam Toppan Packaging Co., Ltd., and Packaging Division,
Department of
Industrial Promotion,
Ministry of Industry.
A total of 823 visi-
tors appreciated more
than 50 unique
packaging design
products from Japan
and Thailand, includ-
ing 6 works which
have received awards
in Thai Packaging
Design Competition
2001.
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Computer Service offered by the Library
‘l.l%‘ﬂ'l‘:';‘ﬂ’ﬂNW')Lﬂ’ﬂﬁ“’ll’MWM &Iﬂ

From September 1, 2001 the Library starts its new
Computer Service to the Library, for education and
researches on facts and figures concerning Japan.

This service is available for the Library members
only.

The first stage of this Computer Service covers the
following facilities:

Internet Service

Library members may click on the website for
searching data, without charge.

A member can enjoy a period of 30 minutes at a
computer without interruption.

In case there is no one else in the waiting list , he
or she may enjoy another 30 minutes for searching
data.

CD-ROM Service

CR-ROM is available at the Library for member's
use, upon request. The CD-
ROM's contents are for
Japanese language studies,
dictionary, and etc.

Members are re-
quired to inform the
Librarian when they want
to use the CD-ROM.

Detailed informa-
tion can be obtained
from the Librarian.

VATARRARNANNN
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* 43115 Internet
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* 13115 CD-ROM
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The regulation of using the computer in the library

* The purpose of the computer service is to provide
access to information about Japan and to support the learn-
ing of Japanese Language.

* The use of the library's computer is limited to the
library members.

* Non-members can bring and use his or her own lap-
top computer in the library except for the case of using CD-
ROM of the library.

* Those who wish to use the computer are required to
sign up and submit the request form to the counter before
using the computer, and to sign out after using it.

* The use of the computer is basically allowed for 30
minutes. However,it may be extended beyond the time limit
unless other persons are requesting.

* The use of the Internet and CD-ROM is available with free
of charge.

* User should ask for the CD-ROM from the library
counter and use it in the library only, except for the cases in
which teachers are allowed to take them out for educational
purposes with permission.

* Library does not provide user with a printer.

* User is not allowed to try to change the setting of the
library's computer.

* User is not allowed to use his or her own CD-ROM
with the library's computer.

* User is not allowed to use the library's computer for
personal E-mail, business, pornographic web site, games or
other software programs.

* When user causes damage to the computer or the
CD-ROM of the library, he or she is to be liable for such
damage except for the case in which he or she is proved to
be irresponsible for such a damages.

* In case a serious offence is committed against the
items above, the library reserves the right to prohibit from
using the library's computer.
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Check out The Japan Foundation Bangkok, Web Site

The Japan Foundation was established in1972 to promote international cultural exchange between Japan and other countries. The
Japan Foundation,Bangkok is one of the twenty overseas field offices of The Japan Foundation,and it has three parts,JCC : The
Japan Cultural Center,BLC : Bangkok Language Center (for Japanese Language instruction),and the Library Service.

P http://www.jfbkk.or.th
o huplwwwifbkkorth |



Asia Leadership Fellow Program
Reunion Conference 2001

Conflict Management in the Face of Globalization -Initiatives, Alternatives, and Imagination-
August 3-7, 2001 in Surat Thani/Bangkok, Thailand

The Asia Leadership Fellow Program started with
the joint initiative between the International House of
Japan and the Japan Foundation Asia Center in 1996.
It aims to promote mutual understanding and close
cooperation to create an international network among
intellectual leaders from the Asian region. In the year
2000, the program concluded its initial five years of
operation, and in the following year the co-organizers
asked Thai ex-fellows to organize an executive commit-
tee for the Reunion Conference, in which 27 out of ex-
fellows attended. The purpose of the conference is to
bring together all the fellows between 1996-2000 in
order to follow up their experiences and achievements
after participating in the program and to meet fellows
from other years than their own. The project consists
of two parts: 4 day retreat session in Surat Thani and 1
day public symposium in Bangkok. In Surat Thani ex-fel-
lows had intensive discussions on such issues as glob-
alization/modernization, ethnic and nationalist move-
ments, civil society, human rights, gender and minorities,
freedom of speech, role of intellectuals, and so forth.
In Bangkok three ex-fellows were selected so as to rep-
resent Eastern, Southeastern, and Southern region of Asia,
and each of them gave a keynote speech followed by a
comment from a distinguished discussant invited to
the symposium moderated by Assoc. Prof. Surichai
Wun'geao of Chulalongkorn University.
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Surat Thani Sessions: 3-8 August 2001

Having traveled long hours from their home countries,
all 23 Asian ex-fellows of the ALFP between 1996-2000
came to gather again in Surat Thani province, a southern
part of Thailand, to exchange opinions and strengthen intel-
lectual networks. The conference began with the welcoming
remark by Dr. Suwanna Sathan-Anand of Chulalongkorn
University, Thai ex-fellow in 1998, followed by the self-intro-
duction of the ex-fellows and other participants from
International House of Japan and the Japan Foundation Asia
Center, to talk about their intellectual and professional back-
grounds. The leaders of local communities, who kindly co-
operated for the arrangement of a site visit to observe eco-
logical marine products industry, were also invited to the
opening reception. However, the participants received a sad
news that a prominent scholar in the Southeast Asian
region, Prof. Ishak Bin Shari from Malaysia (ex-fellow 1997)
had passed away by cancer only 2 months before the pro-
ject. Also, Mr. Kuo Pao Kun, one of Singapore's most
dynamic dramatists had to be hospitalized at the last
moment before joining this event. In spite of these two inci-
dents, the participants invested their great intellectual
assets in dialogues and gained more than expected through
productive discussions.

After the reception party on the first day, the program
started with the Tapee river cruise of the participants to the
local communities by the long-tailed boats. Along the canals,
the participants enjoyed seeing the walks of Thai's life
spending a decade to live nearby the river. The Tapee river
is the main fresh river of Surat Thani to connect with the
Gulf of Thailand. The local communities' project that all par-
ticipants visited was the case study of ecological marine
products industry in Surat Thani. It used the fresh water of
the Tapee river and the salty water from the Gulf of Thailand
to operate many local shrimp farms, which are settled near-
by the bank of the Tapee river. Most of the farms are being
run by the local communities people to sell their breeding
shrimps to the agriculture company as expected goods.

While visiting the farms, many participants were very
keen to discuss the impact of using the land as a
shrimp/prawn manufacturing, because the local communi-
ties have to dig a huge area of hatchery for breeding the
shrimps. The three major aspects the fellows observed were
environmental problems caused by development, the various
issues faced by small business and farmers in the age of
globalization, and the impact of "ecological tours." The fel-
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wild forest a few years ago.

In the afternoon, the ALFP participants visited Wat Suan
Mokkapalaram, which literally means the "Garden of
Liberation." It was founded in 1940 by one of the most pro-
lific and renowned Buddhist monks Buddhadasa (1906-
1993), whose teaching have been an inspiration for reli-
gious, social, and political movements to not merely Thais
but also people all over the world. At this Buddhist
monastery, the participants were greeted by the chief abbot
Bodhi at the "Spiritual Theatre" that Buddhadasa designed
to entertain the souls by works of art instead of materialistic
mediums. The fellows enjoyed sight seeing around the envi-
ronment of the temple and exchanged
the opinions on the view of human
being through Buddhadasa's teaching.
During there visit, the participants also
saw many people come to the medita-
tion retreat and listened to the
Dharma speech given by the Buddhist
monks of the temple.

After a long day of excursion, the
participants started the formal session
of their reunion conference in the form
of dinner talks with the opening
speeches by three representatives of
ALFP program. Mr. KOMATSU Jun'etsu,
Managing Director of JFAC and former
Director General of the Japan
Foundation Bangkok Office, gave a
welcoming remark to the participants.
Then, the representative of Southeast
Asia, Mr. Goenawan Mohamad from
Indonesia, delivered a "Talk to ALFP-
Reunion." He saw the perpetual
incompleteness of "politics" after many years of unfulfilled
expectations, that was reflected particularly in the recent vio-
lent situation in Indonesia whence he came. His greatest
concern was not the crumbling of the nation-state Indonesia
but the danger of stabilized differences - the practice of nor-
malizing differences in the form of ethnicity or religious
groups. He then wished the state would end up the violence
rooted in the political incompleteness and all the people
would be able to live without danger and insecurity together
in the near future.

The second speaker was a representative from South
Asia, Ms. Urvashi Butalia, who is strongly committed to the
promotion of the status of women. She began with her expe-
riences on gender campaigns in India in which the freedom
of expression is limited for woman. However, she believed that
the "Public Intellectuals" would be effective groups to speak out
for women under pressure since they should be mediators
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or conflict broker between social movements and the nation
states. The last speaker of dinner talk was Mr. Cho Hong-
Sup, a representative of East Asia from South Korea. He
< took on an issue that was keen to his heart - the environ-
mental aggravation caused by industrialization in Asia. He
pointed out that the problem has become serious in Japan
and Korea and is emerging rapidly in China. This resulted
from the destruction of the environment by massive govern-
mental sustainable policies. This phenomenon led to the
contamination and destruction of not only nature but also
the traditional way of life of an ordinary people. He request-
ed the intellectuals to look after this kind of problem and
push forward the strategy to protect the environment by
encouraging the grassroots participation in the long term.

In the following day (August 5), the ALFP Reunion
Conference closed discussions among the ex-fellows and
other participants concentrating on the contemporary issues.
The program consisted of three sections of paper presenta-
tions by the selected ex-fellows to share the experiences
and achievements of their intellectual and professional con-
cern. Among those were Dr. Kasian Tejapera of Thammasat
University (ex-fellow 1996), Dr. Ignas Kleden of the Society
for Political and Economy Study from Indonesia
(ex-fellow 1996), Assoc. Prof. Liu Xin of University
of California at Berkeley from China (ex-fellow
1998), Dr. Faruk of Gadjah Mada University from
Indonesia (ex-fellow 1997), Mr. Janadas Devan
from the Straits Times of Singapore (ex-fellow
1998), etc. Their topics covered such issues as
the current situation of the Indonesian democrati-
zation, an organic function of public intellectuals
in Asia, and the Asia-Pacific regionalism.

In addition, even though there was the
absence of Mr. Kuo Pao Kun, an performing artist
from Singapore, some representing ex-follows
kindly delivered his wonderful paper to other par-
ticipants. The papers draw upon the experience
of his theatre play practices and the conference selected
some chapters of his work on "The Spirit Plays" to explain
how his artistic works in the dramatic play reflected the sig-
nificant events in the globalization. The play presented the
brutality of war through the dialogues and monologues of
five characters, who were all dead as a result of the Second
World War.

The last day (August 6) of the reunion conference at
Surat Thani aimed to achieve three goals: the synthesis of

22 the previous day's discussions; the initiation of future direc-

J AP A Ntjon and projects; and the evaluation of the ALFP program. In
LETTER short, the whole day's session was dedicated to discussion
Wabout the expected role of public intellectuals in the region,
and the themes or issues that needed to be worked on.
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During the course of debate, some fellows were quite eager
to propose a whole range of new issues or explore different
aspects of already existing topics while others were con-
cerned about the process of actual implementation of the
future project.

Bangkok: Public Symposium at Chulalongkom University
7 August 2001

The important session of this reunion conference was
the public symposium entitled "Conflict Management in the
Face of Globalization -Initiatives, Alternatives, and
Imagination-" taking place at Room 105 of the Faculty of
Arts, Chulalongkorn University. The panelists included Mr.
Goenawan Mohamed (Indonesia); Dr. Kwok Kian-Woon
(Singapore); Ms. Urvashi Butalia (India). The discussants
were Prof. Dr. Pasuk Phongpaichit from the Faculty of
Economic, Chulalongkorn University and Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Chaiwat Satha-Anand from the Faculty of Political Sciences,
Thammasat University, and the symposium was moderated
by Assoc. Prof. Surichai Wun'Gaeo, Director of Center for
Social Development Studies, Chulalongkorn University. The
symposium was attended by 200 participants including dele-
gates of foreign diplomatic missions, international organiza-
tions, government sectors and NGOs members.

The theme of the symposium was rather broad but was
very well organized and discussed by the panelists and dis-
cussants. Mr. Goenawan discussed the process of political
turmoil of Indonesia in late 1990s and its social background.
Then, Ms. Urvashi explained the situation of India by refer-
ring to the dialogue between Hindu and Muslim women after
the partition of Pakistan from India in 1946 and suggested
the possible way to a mutual understanding among those
who belong to different ethnic or religious groups. Dr. Kwok
Kian Woon, following the idea of Mr. Kua Pao Kun, talked
about the importance of artistic activities that translate
social problems in wider
contexts and thus can
give useful considerations
to conflict management.

After the presenta-
tions, Dr. Chiwat Satha-
Anand and Dr. Pasuk
Pongpaichit gave their
comments on the issues
raised by three ex-fellow
representatives, arguing
that managing conflicts is
rather problematic, but it
would be a significant
issue for any society and
it should be based on the
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people's concern at all levels ranging from grassroots to
intellectuals. The public intellectuals could make a great
contribution to conflict management by bridging academic
institutions and government sectors involved and by promot-
ing the sense of shared responsibilities between them. They
should also assume an organic function of motivating the
people to participate in the public debates.
Like art, social movements are also an essen-
tial element in the process that leads to cer-
tain kinds of conflict management. They are
not a part of the problem, but part of a solu-
tion to the conflict. It helps to facilitate negoti-
ations between the people and the state and
to create better understanding among the gen-
eral public, in the same way that art has been
seen as a form of communication and as a
way of rallying opinion or influencing opinion in
society.

Therefore, based on the five-year accom-
plishments, the Asia Leadership Fellow
Program has begun to establish a firm, albeit
small, foundation for developing intellectual
networks in the region. The reunion conference was suc-
cessfully conducted to be an ideal arena, convening the ex-
fellow with a variety of backgrounds and disciplines, to delve
into common issues, and think about how the intellectuals can
work and cooperate to contribute to building equitable and
democratic societies in the Asian region. With all the com-
plexity and confusion, the unresolved yet ongoing discussion
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Kansai is a region that can be termed as second
only to Tokyo in its importance as the national econom-
ical and cultural center. It is the site for various
Consulate Offices and Cultural Centers, as well
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as locations of both university's academic |he international student exchanges
research centers and other research centers. It by UniverSitieS in KyOtO

is therefore the region where from extensive

overseas relationships have been established. By HARA Hisako

Kansai's Kyoto Prefecture is especially remark-

able for its numerous and diversified cultural her-
itages and is the location of numerous universi-

ties. Therefore, Kyoto is not only visited by for-

eign tourists, but is also the residence of large num-
bers of foreign students as well as researchers.

Old capital cities such as Kyoto and Nara, busi-
ness enterprise center such as Osaka, and long estab-
lished sea port from the ancient time where many for-
eigners are dwelling, such as Kobe, all these 4 cities
are located in the Kansai Region. They are different
from each other in their outstanding characters, and
developed their own international exchanges under
their own local atmospheres.

Here | should like to introduce a sample of interna-
tional exchange development at Kyoto, the city of
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numerous universities.

At Kyoto, universities have regularly entered into stu-
dent exchange contacts with overseas universities and there
are regularly such student and lecturer (researchers)
exchange programs among them, apart from organizing lec-
turing classes presided over by the exchanged lecturers (
exchanged researchers). What | am going to introduce here
is not concerning such international exchange in its con-
tents, but concerning the management of such activity from
the beginning of its establishment, the collection of support-
ing funds, the planning of its activity and how to carry out
the programs, all by itself. The students from Bremen city
in Germany, and from Kyoto city are inter-exchanging through
the activity titled "Artist in Residence", having Art as the
medium for inter-exchanging activities.

During the past October 2000 there was held at Kyoto,
a joint-creativity project of Art Work and Exhibition, including
a workshop and a symposium, participated by undergradu-
ates, and post- graduates of the Fine Arts
Faculty of Fine Arts University of Kyoto, whereby
their counterparts are students of Fine Arts from
the Fine Arts University at Bremen in Germany.
This project is titled "Boomerang Art Project"
under the presumption that when a boomerang
is thrown out, it will always come back to its
thrower. The title was selected by the students
in the program, with hope that their international
exchange activities should, similarly, bring back
expected results to them. They spent time
together in living quarters and at meal times, in
order to create a communal work of art, during
the course of which sometimes it led to con-
structive disputes among them. It finally led
also to a display of their own works at the
"Omuro Mansion" Art Center of Kyoto, and
inside a Kyofuku electric train compartment,
which is operated by a local private company.

Omuro is located at the northwest of Kyoto.
It is a peaceful residential area opposite the
Ninnaji Temple. "Omuro Mansion" is a grand and spacious
mansion constructed more than 10 years ago.

It was offered on loan by a textile company to accom-
modate the students from Germany and for their use as stu-
dio. When as many as 23 young people of Japanese and
German nationalities under the project came to live together
at the mansion, plus more students from other universities

26 who came in as volunteers to help with cooking and creating
J AP A Ntheir works, the mansion which was thought to be very large
LETTER and expansive became so crowded that sometimes it was

difficult to find even a space for resting one's feet.
In view of the living conditions, the German students
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were quite different from the familiarized Japanese students
who were accustomed to sharing a sleeping space with others,
and who were well acquainted with public bath usage. The
German students had to file in a queue for single entries
into the only one bathroom available. Moreover, there had
to be provided additional private room spaces under the
temporary unfolded tent in the garden to keep their personal
belongings. However, it was unavoidably creating some
inconveniences and embarrassed feelings to these students
at the beginning because of the confrontation with a differ-
ent and unaccustomed life-style and the different culture.
However, it did not take long before they became quickly
adjustable to each other's movements and tempos.

And in order to meet with success in the exhibitions of
their works, there had to be exchanges of opinions pertaining to
the creations of their works. Although they were very tired
at the end of the day, their disputes were based upon reason-
ability, and it led to mutual creditability among them. Finally,
not only each piece of art work, but the whole scope of
"Boomerang Art Projects", or it could be termed as the whole
plan, has become unified into one, that might be considered
or termed as the outcome of work in progress by itself.

In another point of view, the local people might have
been frightened by the sudden appearance of the 12 German
people in the local peaceful residential area of Omuro.
Nevertheless, they visited and observed their exhibitions, or
came to take rest at a refreshment shop near the entrance
to the home. Some of the local people had gone so far as
to donate their own kitchen utensils for fear that the stu-
dents might be needy of some.

During the period of about 1 month, more than 400 vol-
unteer students came to extend their helping hands. Their
reasons of going there varied, their subjects of study varied.
But one thing surely is their common character, that is to
say they all are students who love arts, they like Germans,
and they love Kyoto.

The Fine Arts University of Kyoto has enjoyed its longest
history in Kyoto. It has brought up many artists with excellent
reputations. Their international student exchange program with
the students from Britain's Royal College of Art, have brought in
numerous international students. And even though there is
no official agreement set up, the proposal from Kyoto's Fine Art
University's alumnus, who is a successful and famous artist,
named TAKEOKA Yuiji, (who is now a professor at the Bremen
Fine Arts University) has afterwards led to the international
students exchange program between the two universities.

It was during Spring of 1999 when Prof. TAKEOKA sug-
gested his proposal, and in spring of 2001 Kyoto University
students had been in Germany, for creating and exhibiting
their works of Art at Bremen which took 2 years to com-
plete. The success of this intensified international
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exchange program has brought to them more confidences.
In September, all of the students participated in the
exchange program led by NAWA Kohei who is now under his
Doctorate Degree study program. They organized an exhibi-
tion at an art gallery in Kyoto to display their activities while
in Germany under the program. Under the influences of his
past experiences during his stay in Germany, and under
multi-phased stimulations therefrom, Mr. NAWA has made a
"instead of moving himself to another place
to create his work, he would like to create his environment
in the midst of which he is creating his work of arts".

It is not yet the end of the international exchange activi-
ties for them. This is just only a step forward that will lead
them to the start of the following step. During that gap,
some of the students may be leaving after graduation, but
all of them, including HIROSE Midori , and MORITA Satoshi,
etc, who have now moved their art workshops to Germany,
are stepping forward to reach their new targets in the future.
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