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Many of you might know that The Japan Foundation
Bangkok conduct various kinds of activities, which introduce
Japanese traditional and contemporary art and culture.
For example the tea ceremony, paper folding “Origami”,
flower arrangement “lkenaba” and the Japanese Kites and

Tops exhibition.

The Japanese Film Festival is an annual activity which is
warmly received by Japanese film lovers. It is usually held
annually during November with free admission. This activity
was first held in Bangkok the very first year The Japan
Foundation was established, 30 years ago, which is quite
a long time. The Japanese Film Festival was first organized
at Siri Theatre, Dusit Thani Hotel and moved to other places
from time to time. During the first few years, it was held

at AUA Auditorium then moved to the Main Hall of The Japan
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Foundation Bangkok. Besides, the Japan Foundation had
cooperated with the Faculty of Mass Communication,
Chulalongkorn University to screen Japanese Films outdoors

and lastly it moved to show in commercial theatres.

The films we screen each year vary in different aspects.
For example, in the year 1987, it was chosen to be the year
of “AKIRA KUROSAWA Retrospective”, one of the great
film directors at the time when film itself was first attaining
its maturity. The Japan Foundation had specially selected
the films so that film fans would be able to see the development
of his skills. With his painting skills and talent, he had made
sketches for all the scenes for all of his films and used them as
guides for the actual scenes. He made his debut as
a film director with his first popular feature “Sanshiro Sugata”
and it became international. He was therefore known as
Japan’s greatest film director who had won worldwide acclaim.
In 1990, The Japan Foundation proudly presented a Japanese
Film Festival in Honour of The Royal Families of Thailand,
Thai and Japanese films of the 1980’s. Among Thai film

series, there was an outstanding film, “Duay Klao”, depicting

JAPANESE’

FILM
FESTIVAL

ADMISSION FREE

a story about to the Royal Atrtificial Rain Project. The Japanese
film screened was “Dun Huang” directed by Yasushi Inoue,
a famous Japanese writer. The story was about a Chinese
youth who tries to protect cultural properties in the 11"
Century China. The following year was “Japanese Films
Retrospective: 1943-1975” to reflect social situations, a
visualization of the past, together with the emotions and
experiences in the depth of human nature, thereby contributing
much to promote mutual understanding and friendship between

Thais and Japanese.

Above mentioned are only just part of Japan Foundation’s
film presentation. There are some more films on Samurai
warriors, Horror Films, Comedy Films that brought happiness
filled with laughters and many more. Recently presented
was “New Wave Of THE 90’s Directors”. Each year, there
are lots of people joining the film festival: famous artists,
film critics, Japanese film lovers and new fans. The Japanese
Film Festival is therefore one of The Japan Foundation’s
annual events which many fans look forward to.

JAPAN LETTE™
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by Navin Lawanchaikul,

is a project that has already been opened for one full year.
Beautyform Unisuit: PLA PRA MODE in Lumphun is one of the
projects which has been brought up and presented at the Art

Space of The Japan Foundation, Bangkok in mid August 2004.

The inspiration of this project is from the serious concern of
environmental problems, which are getting worse each day.
One result of environmental problems is rubbish from human
consumption. Thus, there are various projects looking for
solutions to this issue, one is called , in other words,

. In doing so, it will
decrease the destruction of natural resources and add value to
the rubbish of everyday life. The project
was jointly created by Chakkrit Chimnork (Thai), Estelle Cohenny

(French), and Katherine Olsten (Australian). Actually, young

local artists own this exhibition but we had also invited some

JAPAN LETTER <2, 8
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special foreign artists like Hiroshi Fuji, a Japanese to participate

g ¥

in this exhibition. Therefore, it may have been difficult for him to
get into the real lifestyle of the local people because foreign
artists had never been here before. As a result, all these
artists had to work harder than local artists, but everyone was
able to create a marvelous work as well as sharing experiences

with local artists.

Moreover, all these artists have done projects on recycle.
Beauty Suit group had the idea to create experimental
costumes by using recycled materials. Their styles and ideas
referred to various Thai uniforms such as policeman, nurse,
student, governor and monk, etc. The activity began from
collecting various opinions and people’s point of view in
Lumphun, and then worked those ideas out how to improve

them.

This time the project participants included students and

new artist groups. The main purpose of this project is for
young people to bring awareness to the new generation
on how to protect their environment. The outcome of this
workshop was from the perception of reality of contemporary
art, in which we can still see a wide gap in the society. As an
artist, it is not appropriate to blame the government or anyone
who has overlooked the arts. Therefore, it is our job to
introduce art and teach them. As a result, this workshop
aimed to present concerns to local population such as environ-
mental problems, which is also challenging to artists. Thus,
it makes the artists wonder if they will be able to handle

environmental problems by art or not and how they can do it?
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Institute of East Asian Studies, Thammasat University organized this international
conference to provide a forum for an academic discussion about Japan’s policy and role
on security issues, particularly the human security issues in Southeast Asia, and the
expectation or reaction from Southeast Asian countries. The conference participants also
discussed the future trend of strengthening and expanding the network of scholars who
are working on Japanese studies.

There were 100 participants including government and private sectors attending
the conference, which was started by the opening statement of H.E. Atsushi Tokinoya,
Ambassador of Japan to Thailand, on the overview of human security as a concept
of international cooperation in the 21% century. He emphasized that the concept should
not only be implemented by the United Nations or governments, but it is necessary
to persuade civil societies, academics, NGOs and other civil organizations of the value
of human security, and encourage them to promote and enhance it in their respective
functions. Then, the representative of Ministry of Social Development and Human

Security of Thailand gave a keynote address about the country’s response to the concept
of human security and implementing it in various programs to the society.

At the conference, there were eight (8) paper presenters and 3 discussants on the
first day. Most of them spoke about the concept and its socio-economic development of
each participating country in response to human security. The invited speakers have high
qualifications, and they stimulated ideas and provided many insightful comments to the
participants. Moreover, the audience learned a lot about Japan’s role in promoting human
security by the economic minister of the embassy who contemplates policies in several

aspects, such as: Human Security and the Tsunami Disaster in December 2004,
UN reform, Japan’s economic cooperation and even East Asia community building.
Therefore, it can be noted that the meeting achieved its objective in exchanging the
ideas and information on how to understand clearly the concept of human security and
Japan’s role in promoting it.
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The Japan Foundation, Bangkok, Pulp Magazine and Major
Cineplex with the support of the Embassy of Japan in Thailand
organized the Japanese Film Festival “New Wave of the 90’s
Directors” from Friday 19 - Thursday 25 November 2004
at Major Cineplex (Central World Plaza).

The Japanese Film Festival of this year featured a series
of films from the “New Wave of the 90’s Directors™.
The organizers selected 9 films, new and old, of young-

blood directors who have prominent gifts.

Apart from film screenings, there were a talks on the films
by special guests, such as Ms. Pimpaka Towira, Mr. Komsan
Nantajit, Mr. Ryota Suzuki and Ms. Praweenamai Baaikloy
at the opening screening on 19 November 2004 at Major

Cineplex (Central World Plaza).

Many people attended to the Festival as usual, both Japan
Foundation fans and Japanese film lovers, almost all the
screenings were full-housed. It can be said that this is one of

the successful activities of The Japan Foundation, Bangkok.
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The Japan Foundation in cooperation with Children’s
Discovery Museum, Chiang Mai National Museum with support
from Consulate General of Japan in Chiang Mai organized
another interesting exhibition of “Japanese Kites & Tops” at
Children’s Discovery Museum, during December 23, 2004
through January 3, 2005 and during January 7-15, 2005 at

people while we had 5,420 teachers and students including
[
the general public to come and view it in Chiang Mai.
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On the occasion of the thirtieth year anniversary, the
Japan Foundation, Bangkok, organized a re-union seminar

entitled “Past, Present and Future Prospect of Cultural
Cooperation” on 14" December 2004 (Tue.) at the Grand
Ballroom of Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit Hotel. The purpose
of this seminar was to bring together all the ex-fellows
and counterparts of the Japan Foundation, Bangkok since
1974 until present in order to follow up their experiences
and achievements after participating in the programs and
to exchange information with fellows from other years than
their own. It also provided an opportunity for them to get the
current trends of international cultural cooperation, as to improve
the sustainable relationship between Japan and Thailand, from

three guest speakers including Khun Patravadee Meejudhon,
Dr. Kitti Prasirtsuk and Dr. Voravudhi Jirasombati. The seminar
and reception party were attended by nearly 200 ex-fellows
and counterparts.
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The Japan Foundation, Bangkok in cooperation with the
ltalian community in Bangkok organized a photo exhibition
of an ltalian artist living in Tokyo, Leonardo Pellegatta.
The exhibition ran from 4-14 October 2004 at the Japan

Foundation Art Space.

Leonardo Pellegatta, is a photographer and video director.
In 2003 he moved to Tokyo and has been producing works on
Japan. His exhibited works reflected some sequences of
his experience of living in Tokyo. The bluish light he used
absorbed by some of the photographs, gave the sensation of
a timeless space. The multi-layered elements of the images
amplified the viewer’s imagination. Reality became transparent

and the spirits of a landscape were able to show themselves.

In this photo exhibition, he proposed different perspectives
to Tokyo through the eyes of an ltalian. A lot of viewers visited

and shared his experimental perceptions.  JAPAN LETTE™
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One of the national holidays that is quite important to Japanese kids is Children’s Day and it’s
really weird that there are 2 days of Children’s Day in Japan. One is on the 3 of March and the other
is the 5" of May. Have you ever wondered what they do on Children’s Day in Japan?

“Hinamatsuri”, is on the 3 of March. Families with daughters will have a celebration by decorating
dolls, which they believe helps protect them from evils. Each of them will create a doll to represent
oneself, write their own name on it and let it float on water. There is also flower arrangement such as
peach blossom and nanohana. Moreover, they also invite friends and cousins to their house to
celebrate on this day. They will prepare various kinds of food, for example, Shirashisushi, Hamaguri
soup (oyster soup), Arare (snack) and Shirozake (liqueur) for the guests. After this day, the Japanese
believe that they have to keep all the dolls in a special place immediately, otherwise their daughter(s)
will not be able to get married when they grow up.

The 5" of May is another Children’s Day. This is to celebrate the growth of boys. It was originally
known as “Tango no Sekku”. Nowadays, this date is celebrated by both girls and boys and is known
as “Kodomo no Hi” (Children’s Day). Those families who have sons will plant flags in Carp shape
(Koinobori) in front of their house. According to legend, carp is a very strong fish that can swim against
the waterfall and eventually becomes a dragon. Carp flags are found in several sizes from 1-2 meters
long and the largest size can be 5-6 meters long. Same as Hinamatsuri, there will be dolls celebration
on this day. There are some decorations with “Kabuto”, Warrior’s helmet. It shows that the parents
wish their sons to be as strong as a warrior. Furthermore, there is also a custom on taking
a bath with Iris leaves, as they also believe that it will help to get rid of devil spirits. They also eat
meat dumplings made of glutinous rice wrapped in reed leaves and red bean bread that is wrapped
with oak leaves.

Now you know how the Japanese usually celebrate Children’s Day. Though the 5" of May is
considered Children’s Day, still every family celebrates Hinamatsuri to keep up the old tradition.
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November (Encouragement)

5 Nov. 2004 Give It All

12 Nov. 2004 Roar of the Crowd
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December (Movie on Film)

3 Dec. 2004
17 Dec. 2004 Fall Guy
24 Dec. 2004 Final take

The rainbow seeker
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January (Yaguchi and Somai)

7 Jan. 2005
14 Jan. 2005
21 Jan. 2005
28 Jan. 2005 Moving

My Secret Cache
Adrenaline Drive

Wait and see
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The Japan Foundation, Bangkok serves as
a liaison office of The Japan Foundation,
established by The Japanese government
in 1972, to assist its full implementation
of cultural exchanges between Thailand
and Japan as well as to create networks
with affiliated cultural organizations and
individuals in Thailand
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Japan Letters is distributed free of charge to
individuals and organizations interested in
Japanese culture and international cultural
exchange. Japan letter can be also read on
site at www.jfbkk.or.th
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Any suggestion

and comments are welcome to:
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The Editor of Japan Letter

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok
Serm Mit Tower 10F

159 Sukhumvit Soi 21 (Asokmontri Rd.),
Bangkok 10110

Tel: 0-2260-8560-4

Fax: 0-2260-8565

E-mail: info@jfbkk.or.th
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