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,_~_...f is both one of the most popular
r-y and spectator sports in Japan today,

playec 'r|ng the spring and summer. Boys of all

- ages, from primary school to the university level,

-;ﬁéay‘ baseball in Japan. As a spectator sport, millions
from local, professional, and international levels
follow the sport.

Baseball was first introduce

after the Meiji Restoration, but it not until the
end of World War Il tha

become one of the most popular sports in Japan. It

sport flourished to

was first played in Japan in 1873 at Kaisei Gakko
(now Tokyo University) under the instruction of an
American teacher, Horace Wilson. Around 1880 the
first Japanese baseball team was organized at the
Shimbashi Athletic Club, and several college teams
were formed in Tokyo. During the period 1890 to
1902, a team from the first high school in Tokyo
played and often defeated a team made up of
American residents in Yokohama; the publicity for
these games helped make baseball one of the most
popular Western sports in Japan. Nearly 60 years
after the sport was first introduced to Japan, an
American All-Star team led by the New York
Yankees star, Lou Gehrig, visited Japan. They
played 17 games against the Japanese University
All-Star team and won every single game, but the
Japanese fans were thrilled and excited anyway.
This led to the establishment of professional
baseball in December of 1934. The first team was
formed and was named the “Dainippon Tokyo
Yakyu Club,” soon to be known as the Tokyo
Giants. The first professional game in Japan was
played in February of 1936 in Nagoya.

e

Equally as popular as the professional league is
the All-Japan High School Baseball Championships
held twice a year at the Koshien Stadium in Hyogo.
[t is held in April and in August, and these ten-day-
long tournaments were first held in 1915. More
than 4,000 high school teams participate each year,
and the top teams from Japan’s 47 prefectures
come to Hyogo for the Koshien tournament.

Even in the birthplace of baseball, the U.S.,
high school baseball games would not draw a crowd
of more than a few hundred people. But, the

Koshien games are broadcast nationally, and as
many as a million spectators fill the stadium
throughout the course of the tournament. Even
college baseball trails the Koshien in popularity. The
best players of the tournament (regardless of
whether their team wins or not) receive nationwide
attention and publicity to become instant celebrities.

Scouts from professional leagues watch these
players closely in hopes to recruit the best into their
professional teams. For instance, Daisuke Matsusaka,
a young talented pitcher of Yokohama High School,
turned into a professional baseball player with the
Seibu Lions of Pacific League in 1998. He also
played as one of the professionals on the Olympic
team in Sydney and again in Athens putting him in
the limelight of his career development.

Therefore, baseball is one of the most popular
sports in Japan or in other words we can say that it
is one of Japan’s national sports. WWe hope that all
the information that is given above might add to
one’s knowledge of baseball in Japan to those who
are interested in this kind of sport.
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Asia-Pacific Youth Forum 2006 at Okinawa, Japan

| first learned about the Asia-Pacific Youth
Forum from Dr. Suwanna Satha-Anand at Chulalongkorn
University and was excited to be part of its 2006
forum. It was my first time to work with the Japan
Foundation, an organization | often hear about
regarding its great works on promoting academic
and cultural exchange. Moreover, it was my first trip
ever to Japan, a country of my dream destination
where | am amazed how advanced technology
co-exists with the traditional culture conservation.

My excitement was soon overshadowed by the
worries to survive through the gigantic Narita
airport. | was surprised that things turned out much
easier than expected. That, | believe, is due to the
super efficiency and hospitality of the Japan
Foundation staff both in Bangkok and Japan as well
as the Japanese authorities and people | came
across at the airport. Arriving at the hotel in Tokyo, |
met some participants and we briefly introduced
ourselves to each other. We flew the next morning
to the main island of Okinawa where the forum was
hosted.

Our first session started in the afternoon of 15
January where each of us including the organizers
gave brief introduction of ourselves and sang

JAPAN ETTER <2, 8

a song! | recall this was one of my favorite sessions
not only because | was overwhelmed by the rich
experiences of each person and eager to know
them better, but also by their singing! | realized we
would make a great team, not only because we
shared some common concerns while also had
some differences that allowed us to learn from each
other, but also we would make a fun group.
Everybody was a great singer, story teller and
humorist after all!

| previously knew very little about Okinawa only
as one of the finest natural-beauty destinations. But
to be there in person to learn about its history and
context, | cannot help but compare it with the
Southern region of Thailand, where before becoming
part of Siam (the name of Thailand then) was also
an independent kingdom with its own culture and
language. With the fact that the re-emerged violence
in Southern Thailand has continued for the past few
years, | knew | had so much to learn from the
Okinawan’s (rather) peaceful experiences.

| also found the presentations and discussions
regarding the contemporary US military bases issue
which involves parties of all levels-domestic,
national and international alike, very intriguing. | felt

grateful for our knowledgeable speakers as well as
our two host participant friends, Yuriko and Kentaro,
who shared with us very good insights on the
issue. Some of us even had an informal tour to a
bar near one of the bases where US military
officers hang out. That made the issue so real with
the view of the other side of the picture. We
learned these young American soldiers indeed were
not any much different from us. They socialized and
had fun, but confessed they were not proud
realizing their military base on the foreign soil badly
affected the local community. They felt sorry and
missed their homes.

We then moved to Taketomi Island and
received a warm welcome from the local people
upon our arrival. At the lecture on Taketomi Island, |
was impressed with how the islanders preserve
their resources and livelihood by the law that
prohibits selling pieces of land to outsiders.
Unfortunately, Thailand seems to go in a totally
different direction. It was quite ironic that it was
here on this small (rather) isolated island that we
had our group discussion talking about the
interconnection of many things beyond the territory
and let our thoughts travel the world.

| was among the three APYF participants to
give a presentation at the public seminar “Negotiating
Diversity: Experiences from the Asia-Pacific” at the
University of the Ryukyus. | was surprised that our
presentations reflecting experiences from Palau,
South Korea and Thailand received great interest
from the audience. | myself did not expect many
people in Japan to be interested in what goes on in
the Southern region of a small country such as
Thailand.

| believe we all left Okinawa and Japan with
good memories. It was difficult to say goodbye, but
| believe that goodbye was not forever. It was
rather the beginning of the more great things to
come. It has been six months after the forum and
we still maintain close ties of friendship sharing the
updates in our lives and work as well as exchanging
our observations and views on what goes on in the
world.

One thing | regret is probably that | did not
learn as many Japanese words from the trip as |
wished, but ARIGATOU GOZAIMASU for giving me
the opportunity to be part of this great experience!
JAPAN [ ETTER
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Discover Japan Through Contemporary Posters

[Life is

Beautiful.

Caslon

By Duangchai Meekungwan

The Japan Foundation had organized
another interesting and attractive poster
exhibition entitled “Discover Japan
Through Contemporary Posters” at the
Art Space of the Japan Foundation,
Bangkok during April 20-29, 2006.
There were 75 pieces of contemporary
posters which introduced the poster
works of contemporary Japanese graphic
designers. The purpose of presenting
this set of the traveling exhibition was
to present Japan and Japanese life
through these posters, which we see
as social art and not just limited to
a means of advertising.

The exhibition was moved to be displayed in Chiang Mai at Chiang Mai University Art and Culture Museum
from May 9-28 in cooperation with Chiang Mai University Art & Culture Museum. Mr. Katsuhiro SHINOHARA,
Japanese Consul General in Chiang Mai kindly presided over the exhibition on the Opening Day. There were

approximately 1,500 viewers at both sites. Viewers could witness how interesting this exhibition was and we are

sure that it helped strengthen mutual understanding between Thai and Japanese people, which serves the

purpose of the Japan Foundation’s aim. JAPAN LETTER
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The Role of Third Parties”

In line with the celebration of the 60™ Anniversary of His Majesty King Bhumipol
Adulyadej’s accession to the throne, the Institute for Dispute Resolution of Khon Kaen
University in collaboration with Southeast Asian Conflict Studies Network organized the
International Conference on “Peace Building in Asia-Pacific: The Role of Third Parties”
from 153 July 2006 at Sofitel Raja Orchid Hotel, Khon Kaen, Thailand. The conference
was supported by the Japan Foundation to link internal and external actors, from within
and outside the Asia-Pacific region, to discuss peace building related issues. The meeting
also assessed lessons learnt and best practices of peace building by third parties in Asia-
Pacific region as well as to develop strategies and policy recommendations for third
parties in enhancing their role in peace building thus to promote human security and
reconciliation. There were 70 participants from 14 countries who mostly were academic
scholars, policy makers and practitioners involved in peace making and peace keeping
processes in their home countries such as Aceh in Indonesia, Mindanao in the
Philippines and Sri Lanka. JAPAN LETTER

International Conference on “Peace Building in Asia- Pacific:
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Seminar on Children’s Book
and Reading Promotion in Lao PDR and Thailand

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok co-organized
two seminars on Japanese Studies in Lao PDR and
Thailand under the theme of “Children’s Book and
Reading Promotion.” The first one was held on July
5" 2006 in collaboration with National Library of Lao
PDR and Shanti Volunteer Association (SVA) at the
meeting room of Children Educational Development
Center, Vientaine, Lao PDR. And the second one
was held on July 7" 2006 in close collaboration
with Thailand Knowledge Park (TK Park) and Books
for Children Foundation (Thai BBY) at Meeting 1
of Queen Sirikit Convention Center under the theme
of “Book Festival for Young People.” The objectives
of the two seminars were to promote Japanese
effective ideas and techniques on children book
productions and reading promotion to Lao and Thai
educators and parents in order to encourage reading
environments in families ranging from young
children to adolescents and those children with

special needs. There were approximately 50 parti-
cipants at the first seminar in Lao PDR, and around
100 participants at the second one in Bangkok
respectively. The meetings had a lot of discussions
about the past and current developments of children
reading promotion, and plans for future collaboration
by learning from the valuable experiences of two
Japanese experts and one Thai resource person,
Mr. Tadashi MATSUI, Ms. lzumi SATOU SUGITA
and Ms. Porn-anong Niyomka-Horikawa. Also, it was
highly expected that the discussions would inspire
all of the participants to build up local networks
among people, schools, communities and authorities
for the development of children’s books and reading
promotion both in Lao PDR and Thailand. JAPAN LETTER
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Contemporary play
“Tokyo Notes” by Seinendan

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok and the
Department of Dramatic Arts, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University co-organized the play
“Tokyo Notes” directed by genius director,
Hirata Oriza at the Theater of the Faculty of
Arts, the 3™ floor of Building 4™, from Friday,
June 23 through Sunday, June 25, 2006.

“Tokyo Notes” is one of the most renowned
contemporary plays of Seinendan. It is highly
acclaimed both in Japan and abroad and
resulted in Hirata winning the 39" Kishida
Kunio Drama Award with this piece in 1995.

All 3 rounds of performances and a director
talk session were full-housed, with almost 200
audiences for each round. JAPAN LETTER
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The Japan Foundation has presented the first
“HOUSE CONCERT” of Japanese and western musical
instruments on Saturday July 15, 2006 from 15.00-
16.00 hrs. at the Main Hall on the 10FI. of Sermmit
Tower Building, 159 Sukhumvit 21 Rd. (Asokemontri).

The above mentioned concert was a joint perfo-
rmance of Japanese musicians, all of whom are very
talented in each kind of instrument, namely Noriko
Tsuboi (Koto), Hiroshi Matsushima (Flute) and Yoshimi
Sato (Piano). All of them are teaching musical
instruments based on their own skills at Mahidol
University and privately.

This concert presented four parts of easy listening
music by mastery level musicians and students namely
Emu (picture Dream) by Hideaki Kuribayashi (1976),
Kaze no Sei (Fairy if the wink) by Amy Madoka Ito
(2000), Haru no Umi (Spring at the sea) by Michio
Miyagi (1929) and Songs by Koto Ensemble; Kojo no
Tsuki (1901) by Rentaro Taki, Sunayama (1922) by
Shinpei Nakayama, Forelle (1818) by Flanz Peter
Schubert, My Grandfather’s Clock (1876) Henry Clay
Work, ElI Humanhuaqueno by Argentina Folklore and
Ob-La-Di Ob-La-Da (1968) by John Lennon & Paul
McCartney.

The concert attracted many music lovers who
reside in Bangkok. This is another successful activity
organized by The Japan Foundation, Bangkok and we wish
to have such a concert again in the future. JAPAN LETTER
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Japanese Festival
in Khonkean

Japan Foundation, Bangkok in cooporation
with the Faculty of Education, Faculty of Humanity
and Social Science and Office of Culture Khon Kaen
University organized “Japan Festival in Khon Kaen”.
This festival included Japanese Films Showing, The
Hyakunin-isshu Karuta Demonstration and the \World
Heritage in Japan Photo Exhibition.

The festival started on Saturday 1% July 2006
with 2 films showing and followed by 3 more films
showing on Sunday 2" July 2006 and Hyakunin-
isshu Karuta demonstration at the faculty of
Education. An opening ceremony of the World
Heritage in Japan Photo Exhibition was held at the
Art Gallery, Office of Culture on Monday 3" July
2006. At the ceremony there were also Japanese
cooking demonstrations and performances by
Japanese language students from both faculty of
Education and Faculty of Humanity and Social Science.
The final program was one more film showing in
DVD format at the 2™ floor of the Art Gallery. The
exhibition was opened to the public till the end of July.

1 July 2006  13:00 Ashura no Katoku
(136 mins)
16:00 Mibu Gishiden
(138 mins)

2 July 2006 10:00 Unico (90 mins)
12:00 Gomen (103 mins)
14:30  Utsukushii
Natsu Kirishima
(118 mins)

3 July 2006  18:00 Morino Gakko
(108 mins) (DVD format)

A lot of students, teachers and those who are
interested in Japanese culture participated in this
festival. JAPAN LETTER
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FIUAN 2549:
10-30 AYUNAN 2549:

NUEN8Y 2549
10-30 AUYNEIU 2549:

ANAN 2549
5-27 RANAN 2549;

WOAANIEU 2549
2-30 WEAANNIU 2549:

HUnssAnsAaLly “Fragments / Chiangmai” tnel @1lsing Taunend

WneAN1sAaLzama19 1ag Twann 8918

An2srnIsATaaEEstA Tagl 110 winean

AngsrnnsAally Tag ANIN3T ANUAN NIFNA AFINAIA
WAL W gy g uAatiunanlfidndan Fukuoka Asian Art Triennale

Upcoming Activities at Japan Foundation Art Space

August 2006:
10-30 August 2006:

September 2006
10-30 September 2006:

October 2006
5-27 October 2006:

November 2006
2-30 November 2006:

“Fragments / Chiangmai” the Art Exhibition by Satoko KOBAYASH]

Installation Art Exhibition by Shigeaki IWAI

Ceramic Exhibition by Bathma Kaew-ngog

Art Exhibition by 3 Thai Artists Chakkrit Chimnok, Thaweesak Srithongdee and
Deang Buasen who joined the Fukuoka Asian Art Triennale last year.
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One of the oldest and most popular customs that

Japanese would not live without is “Onsen” or hot
springs bath. Therefore, in this issue we will introduce
the readers to how and when Onsen was started.

Onsen was first introduced and became popular
during the Heian Period, which occurred more than
1,000 years ago. In the beginning, Onsen was limited
to only aristocrats. However, it became famous and
widespread to warlords during the Waring States
Period (1477-1568), as they realized that the effecti-
veness of the hot springs bath could heal their battle
wounds. Later on during the peaceful and stable
situation of the Edo period (1603-1867), the custom of
hot springs bath became well-known to hardworking
farmers. It was considered to be the most natural and
inexpensive way that they could relax and recover
from their harshness of work.

Later on many mixed bathing facilities were
prohibited; Onsen had clearly separated male and
female bathing, as it exists till today. Onsen remains
famous among working people for the effectiveness of
the springs to uplift the spirit and so ensures that the
present custom will continue.

Outdoor bathing became a Japanese art. It’s
a uniguely Japanese custom to sit in an open-air hot
spring, relaxing and talking, maybe sipping sake with
strangers.

[t seems that Japan’s landscape, which has lot of
volcanoes, doesn’t have only a negative side, but
creates thousands of natural hot springs all over the
country. Some of them surrounded by beautiful scenery
and have become tourism spots.

Onsen has various shapes and sizes of hot
springs. Some are like health spas that provide varieties
of additional activities to their healing waters. While
others are uncomplicated, and no additional activities
are added for the local people whom just stop by after
work for a scrub and a bath. Moreover, Onsen is
a blessing for those traveling the countryside, especially
campers, and also it’s a wonderful way of ending
a day of hiking or skiing.

There are many famous Onsen places in Japan. In
the next issue we will introduce the readers to the top
five Onsens in Japan. JAPAN LETTER
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August: Music
domAu: auas
Tue 1 Aug 2006

Fri 4 Aug 2006

Fri 11 Aug 2006

Tue 15 Aug 2006

Fri 18 Aug 2006

Fri 25 Aug 2006

Premiere showing in Thailand
(English Subtitles)

Nitaboh - The Founder of Tsugaru

Shamisen 100 mins 2004
Nitaboh - Tsugaru Shamisen Shiso Gaibun

Hnzly - Dauan@engnfiee (esenedanns)
Nodo - Jiman 112 mins 1999
Nodo - Jiman

Tuzlacdfe Usznanfaanasiioadnsiau

Lady Camilla 95 mins 1988
Tsubaki - Hime

Wasdadn

Bloom in the Moonlight 125 mins 1993
Waga Ai no Uta - Taki Rentaro Monogatari
ﬁ‘mm@muwﬂ? N
Sayonara Fraulein
Sayonara no Onnatachi
Anauanatian
Nitaboh - The Founder of Tsugaru Shamisen

(English Subtitles) 100 mins 2004
Nitaboh - Tsugaru Shamisen

Shiso Gaibun

ety - Danusken@enganfiad (ussenedangm)

92 mins 1987

September: Tragic Love

AUENEU: SNIFISTA)
Fri 1 Sep 2006

Tue 5 Sep 2006

Fri 8 Sep 2006

Fri 15 Sep 2006

Tue 19 Sep 2006

Fri 22 Sep 2006

Fri 29 Sep 2006

Sabu 102 mins 1964
Buraimuhou no To : Sabu
111
Fall Guy
Kamata Koshin-kyoku
TFaminuans
Twingle
Kira Kira Hikaru
ARIUAINTQ
Nabie’s Love
Nabie no Koi
ANSNYeauni
Yumechiyo
Yumechiyo Nikki
gizAley
Incident
Jiken

al
AR
Tora-san Island Encounter 105 mins 1986
Otoko wa Tsuraiyo : Shimabata yori Ai o Komete
fnafelvdaasini

109 mins 1982

103 mins 1992

92 mins 1999

128 mins 1985

139 mins 1978

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok serves as
a liaison office of The Japan Foundation,
established by The Japanese government
in 1972, to assist its full implementation
of cultural exchanges between Thailand and
Japan as well as to create networks with
affiliated cultural organizations and individuals
in Thailand
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Japan Letters is distributed free of charge
to individuals and organizations interested
in Japanese culture and international
cultural exchange. Japan letter can be also
read on site at www.jfbkk.or.th
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Any suggestion

and comments are welcome to:
NIUANITORIALUEUN :
UATANAAWIULRIVINUNN LAT:
The Editor of Japan Letter

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok
Serm Mit Tower 10F

159 Sukhumvit Soi 21 (Asokmontri Rd.),
Bangkok 10110

Tel: 0-2260-8560-4

Fax: 0-2260-8565

E-mail: info@jfbkk.or.th
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