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) N Music without frontiers:

Japanese music “J-Pop” in Thailand

Kyu Sakamoto’s “Sukiyaki” might
be the first Japanese song which became
a “Hit Song” in Thailand. However, the
popularity of this song was clearly seen as
an influence from its being a Hit in the
United States. In 1963, “Sukiyaki” was the
number one of Billboard Charts for 3 weeks
and sold more than a million copies in the
USA. Thus, Thai audiences who were fans
of American music at that time quickly

shared the appreciation for this song.

In 1981, a rock band “Alice” led
by Shinji Tanimura opened its concert in
Thailand and made the song “Subaru”
another Japanese hit song in Thailand.

“Hana” by Shokichi Kina was a
Japanese song of which melody was added
to Thai lyrics; it was widely known as “Dok
Mai Hai Khun” (Flowers for You). This song
was performed first in 1987 by Surachai
Janthimathorn, but the version that was

hugely famous was performed by “Jae”



We might be able
to say that the
artist who firmly
established J-Pop
in Thailand was
Hikaru Utada,
whose first album
“First Love™

sold more than
10 millions copies
around the world.

3

Danuphol Keawkann, a famous pop singer
at that time. During this period, many Thai
songs added their own Thai lyrics to the
melody of Japanese songs; some gave
credit to the original song of which melody
they used while some didn’t.

In the late 1980s, the first
Japanese band which became popular and
started the trend of Japanese songs among
Thai teenagers was undoubtedly
“Shonentai”. Following in the 1990s was
the train of J-Rock which rushed into
Thailand led by X-Japan, a metal rock band
with their beautiful melodies.

However, we might be able to say
that the artist who firmly established J-Pop
in Thailand was Hikaru Utada, whose first
album “First Love” sold more than 10
millions copies around the world. In Thailand,
her copyrighted album was sold on the
same shelf along with albums from
American and European artists. During that
time, Tower Records, a retail music chain
from the United States, opened its shops

in Thailand and arranged J-Pop corner.

This helped promote Hikaru Utada’s album
and other Japanese albums to gain more
Thai audiences including the ones who had
not learned Japanese.

After that, Japanese songs have
continued being an alternative for Thai
listeners; Japanese music was played on
radio, website, and television, especially
cable television.

Nowadays, Japanese music’s
listeners in Thailand could be roughly
grouped into three: one is the fan of the
artists from Johnny’s Family, the label of
Shonentai, such as KAT-TUN, Arashi, Tokio
and News. The second group might be the
artists from the stream of J-Rock started by
X-Japan, now the J-Rock bands which are
well known in Thailand are L’Arc~en~Ciel,
Miyavi and GLAY. The last stream led by
Hikaru Utada includes artists like Ayumi
Hamasaki, Chemistry, Orange Range, etc.

Recently, the trend of Korean and
Chinese music and drama also have gained

popularity among Thai audiences, so now

J-Pop is included in this trend of Asian Pop. C
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Looking at Thailand-Japan Relationship through Literature

For this special talk session, Japan Letter had invited Assoc. Prof. Junko Saeki of Doshisha University, a researcher on comparative literature/
culture and women’s studies and Ms. Namthip Methaset, a lecturer of Chulalongkorn University and a specialist on Japanese culture/literature who has
translated much Japanese literature into Thai, to discuss and exchange their ideas on how we could see the relationship between Thailand and Japan
through our literature. Mr. Takeji Yoshikawa, Director General of the Japan Foundation, Bangkok was the moderator of this conversation.

The conversation started with Ajarn Saeki talking about the favorite readings of Japanese youths at the present. The trend seemed to involve
the story of true love and the instability of the borderlines of sex, including the new definition of the relationship which is totally different from the past.
She suggested that this trend might derive from the social situation nowadays. Ajarn Namthip added that Thai readers also favored these stories; for
them Japanese literature’s language style is rhythmic and uses short but profound phrases while the backgrounds of these stories are mostly in modern
cities.

Talking about the increase in popularity of Japanese literature in Thailand, especially postmodern fiction, Ajarn Saeki shared her idea that this
might be because of the contemporary mood of young people which they could connect to. Ajarn Namthip also suggested that Thai readers might feel
bored with the repeat of plots in Thai fiction, so they try to seek something new. Although Japanese literature is influenced by western literature, it has
developed its own concepts which have some common points with Asian elements including the emotional delicacy which Thai people can relate to.

The conversation moved to the topic about the image of ‘Thai® which is represented in Japanese literature. Ajarn Namthip who is currently
doing research on “‘Thai’ in Japanese Literature” gave her comment that Thailand and Japan have had a long relationship but have not exchanged much
in literature. Among Japanese literature which involves some Thai elements, most of it just has Thailand as the setting of its’ stories and reflects the
image of Thailand through the eyes as foreigners. The earliest story might be the one about Yamada Nagamasa who came to Thailand in Ayutthaya
period. After World War Il there was an epoch-making novel, The Temple of Dawn, written by Yukio Mishima. This book with its beautiful description of
Thai temples presented the image of Thailand which influenced Japanese people for a long time since it was released. In 1981, “Bangkok Joy Palace
Hotel” written by Kosei Tani was another book which used Thailand as its background. Bringing up this book, the idea about orientalism was brought up
in the discussion.

At the end of the dialogue, Ajarn Saeki proposed that the study on comparative literature in Japan since the past focused mainly on European
and Japanese literature; now there is the trend of comparing Japanese literature with Chinese and Korean ones. However, from this dialogue, she saw
that the comparative literature studies in Japan still lacked work on the relationship between Thailand and Japan. Japanese literature researchers should
broaden their view to include more Asian countries into their research as comparative literature study could relate to social issues and lead to the

exchange of ideas on the relationship between Japan and other countries. C

* You can read the full text of this dialogue in Japanese at our website; www.jfbkk.or.th



http://www.jfbkk.or.th/jfletter_pdf/dialogue_jl56.pdf
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We’re Gonna Go Dancing!!

“We’re Gonna Go Dancing!!” was

a dance touring project by Japan
Contemporary Dance Network (JCDN) which
performed in 4 cities in 5 countries: Kuala
Lumpur (Malaysia), Bangkok (Thailand),
Manila (The Philippines), Solo and Jakarta
(Indonesia). This multi-event project aims at
forging exchange and understanding of the
contemporary dance scenes in Japan and

the visited countries.

The show started around 8 o’clock
in the evening of Friday 17 August at
Patravadi Theatre, all seats were occupied,
and the audience altogether were Thais,
Japanese and other nationalities, which
somehow might prove the popularity of

contemporary dance.

The first show was “How to
Move Forward to the North-northeast™ by
Ho Ho-Do. This women’s duo performance
used a big fan on stage along with their
harmonious movement. Following was
Shintai Hyogen Circle “To Norichan”. The

men’s duo used different kinds of body

movement such as throwing themselves at
each other, tapping and slapping each part
of the partner’s body. This show elicited
much laughter from the audience. The last
show before intermission was Life\WWork
Dance Company led by Pichet Klunchun, a
Thai dancer and choreographer, joining this
stage as Thai side. This show, “Kratai Kha
Diaw”, conveyed the message on the
current situation in Thai politics with the

sense of satire and humor.

After the intermission, the
audience was presented with “Nahanaha”,
the solo performance from Masako
Yasumoto which ended with loud applause.
The last performance was Butoh by the trio
men’s group known as Ko&Edge Co. The
show’s name was “Dead 1+” which
stunned the audience by their stillness and
slow movement while three of them stood
on their shoulders almost all through the

show.

Workshop on Dancing with
“We’re Gonna Go
Dancing!!”

On Saturday 18 August, during 2
to 4 pm. the workshop was led by Masako
Yasumoto. Most of the participants were
experienced dancers along with 23 dancing
students in university level. The practice
method included shaking each part of one’s
body such as hands, arms and feet as if
they were boneless. After that, each one
was asked to create their own dance using

the method they had practiced.

From 4 to 6 pm. there was a
seminar participated by all the dancers and
general public. Ms. Ritsuko Mizuno, the
artistic director of this project, started the
seminar with the question about what we
could do to produce this type of project
again in the future in order to stimulate
more cooperation. The topic of the

conversation also fell on the opinions about

each show. Mr. Pichet’s show which talked
about politics was a topic that many
participants enthusiastically joined. Ms.
Ritsuko said that a dance which conveyed
political message might not appear in Japan
as political situation in Japan and Thailand
might be different. Mr. Pichet gave his
opinion that the audience might like his
show because it said something that
everyone was interested in but could not
talk about much, while he could express it

through his work of art.

The workshop on Sunday started
at 2 pm. led by the dancers from Ko&Edge
Co. The workshop by this group focused on
concentration and imagination of the dancer
which would lead to choreography. Everyone
had to practice very slow body movements
within the time limit. A participant expressed
his feeling that, “At first my body was
tense, but when | continued practicing, | felt
that my body started to relax and | felt

comfortable.”

The last workshop took place
during 4.30 to 6.30 pm.; it was led by duo
dancer, Ho Ho-Do. This workshop was at
first meant to be for children, but most of
the participants were adults joined by only
4 children. This workshop related to their
performance which was a duet and group
dancing. Thus, the participants were given
lessons on practicing harmonious movement

while dancing in groups of 4-5 persons.

The show and workshop by Japan
Contemporary Dance Network’s “We’re
Gonna Go Dancing!!” ended successfully by
the cooperation from every party. With the
unigue and creative performance, dedicated
staff of every unit and art-admired audience,
Patravadi Theatre was full-house, and this
was another event which the Japan
Foundation, Bangkok was proud to present

to the audience in Thailand. C
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acftivity

The 10th Asian
Cartoon Exhibition

€nvir~0’r’1mentaL
Issues

Looking at the Asian environmental issues

through Asian cartoons

While the question about food
safety might be threatening Japan, the
poaching of fish during their egg-laying period
is an obvious problem in Cambodia. However,
several environmental problems seem to be
shared by many countries in Asia such as
water shortage, air pollution and waste
management. These environmental issues
were presented in this cartoon exhibition by
10 leading cartoonists from 10 nations in Asia:
Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and

Vietnam.

For Thailand, the 10th Asian Cartoon
Exhibition was held first in Nakhon Si
Thammarat at the City Learning Park with the
cooperation from the Japanese Curriculum,
Nakhon Si Thammarat Rajabhat University,
during 19 = 30 July 2007. The exhibition
received a very warm welcome from students
and the local public. For Bangkok, the
exhibition started from 8 August with the
opening ceremony in the evening presided by
Mr. Sakda Eow or Sia Thairat, Vice President
of the Thai Cartoon Association and Mr.
Thiwawat Pattaragulwanit, Thai cartoonist
whose works were shown in this exhibition.
The exhibition lasted for 2 weeks and closed

on 22 August before going on to Cambodia. C
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“Recycled Memories”

In the evening of the 6th September 2007, the Japan Foundation,

Bangkok opened the woven mixed media exhibition “Recycled
Memories” by Ms. Jarupatcha Achavasmitat, a Thai textile designer,

at the Japan Foundation Art Space

This exhibition which lasted until 27th September 2007
threw us a question about recycling and recycled objects. We were
used to recycling materials such as plastic, paper or glass. What about
non-substance matter? What about memories? The answer to these
questions came in the form of this woven mixed media exhibition
which included silk and metal threads, dried flowers, pieces of used
rags and appointment book. These pieces of memories woven together

were hung inside the frame of threads stretched from ceiling to floor.

Ms. Jarupatcha went to Japan during 6 -17 December 2006
by Japan Foundation Short Term Visitor Program. She expressed her
impression on the warm welcome of the Japan Foundation, and she
also added that by participating in this trip she was impressed by
Junichi Arai, a Japanese textile artist whose works combined the
tranquility of Zen and the concept of modernity such as the use of

metal. These elements also inspired her exhibition during this time. C
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Talk Session by Atsushi Ogata
at the Bangkok International Film Festival 2007

On Tuesday July 25, from 11:00 to 12:00, the Japan Foundation,
Bangkok with the Bangkok International Film Festival 2007 organized
a talk session “Director’s Talk - Atsushi Ogata on his film ‘Eternally
Yours®” at Bangkok Convention Centre at Central World Plaza Office
Building.

The program included the showing of “Eternally Yours”, followed
by Mr. Ogata’s lecture on the making of short films, commentary of
his own film and ended with Q and A session.

“Eternally Yours” was screened in the Bangkok International
Film Festival 2007 in the category of “Short Film in Competition” and
also won the award. c
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Fukuoka Asian Culture Prizes 2007

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok in collaboration with the Fukuoka Asian
Culture Prize Committee held a press conference on July 24 (Tue.)
2007 at the Main Hall in order to honor and announce that
Anthropologist Prof. Srisakra VALLIBHOTAMA, a member of the
Executive Board of the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology
Centre, was awarded the Arts and Culture Prize in the 18th Fukuoka
Asian Culture Prizes 2007. He went to Japan to attend the official
award ceremony at Fukuoka City on September 13 (Thu.). There were
50 — 70 persons including H.E. Khunying Khaisri Sri-aroon, Culture
Minister, and H.E. Hideaki KOBAYASHI, Japanese Ambassador attending
the event, together with Thai and Foreign media as well as high-ranking

officials from public organizations and universities. C
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ISIS International Conference on

“ASEAN at 40: From Cradle to Charter”
Tuesday, 28" August 2007
Bangkok, Thailand
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The Institute of Security and International Studies,

Chulalongkorn University organized one day international conference
entitled “ASEAN at 40: From Cradle to Charter” on 28" August 2007,
at Four Seasons Hotel. This meeting was organized in commemoration
of the 40" Anniversary of Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) establishment and brought together many diplomats, high-
ranking officials of ASEAN-ISIS (a two-track think tank supporting
ASEAN and its members’ foreign policy directions) and scholars to take
stock of what ASEAN has achieved and underachieved, and shedding
light on the progress and prospects of the Community and Charter.
Also, the conference was aimed at serving as a starting point for
identifying areas of ASEAN’s role in broader international bodies such
as APEC, ARF, EAC, and EAS as well as to examine ways forward
towards greater ASEAN integration. The Japan Foundation, Bangkok
provided partial support to ISIS-Chulalongkorn University in order to
bring leading ASEAN and Japanese scholars to take part at this event

for exchanging their ideas of ASEAN’s development and its future.

There were approximately 100 participants attending the
conference mostly scholars, foreign policy makers and diplomatic corps
living in Thailand. The conference got a lot of attention from the
participants, particularly an inspiring keynote address of Dr. Surin
Pitsuwan, the new ASEAN Secretary — General (from January 2008),
to deliver his vision of how to bring ASEAN’s activities into realities
at all walks of Southeast Asian people and reduce the social and
economic gap between the old and new members in medium and
long-term investment in human resource developments by utilizing its

regional foreign reserve of $450 biIIion.c-
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The ASEAN University Network (AUN) and Chulalongkorn University

organized the three-day “Workshop on Enhancement of IP Teaching in
ASEAN” from 12 - 14 September 2007 in Bangkok with the kind
support of the Japan Foundation and the EC-ASEAN Intellectual
Property Rights Co-operation Programme (ECAP Il). The workshop has
objectives of enhancing IP teaching in universities in the ASEAN region.
There were 50 participants from both public and private sectors as well
as Japanese and European experts invited to deliver some lectures on
issues of IP, such as the Role of IP in Stimulating Innovation; The
Protection of Traditional Cultural Expression; and University IP Policy
(Japanese Case). Participants were able to share their knowledge and
expertise with the experts through open discussion after the end of
every session. And, on the last day, the program was structured to
provide opportunity for the AUNIP members to discuss and outline the
policies, plans, and future activities of the AUNIP. It was expected that
the structure and work plan of the AUNIP would be drafted and put
into effect after the end of the workshop. c
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Satoru Shionoya Group Jazz Concert
2007 in Bangkok
The celebration on the auspicious occasion of His Majesty the
King’s 80th Birthday Anniversary 5th December 2007 and The 120th
Anniversary of Japan-Thailand Diplomatic Relations, 2007

In this coming November, the Japan Foundation, the Institute
of East Asian Studies, Thammasat University and Pisces Music will
jointly organize a special jazz concert by Satoru Shionoya Group. This
jazz band consists of spirited musicians in a variegated music genre,
and they have managed to boldly incorporate diverse musical elements

such as rock, break beat, etc. into their music.

Musicians: SATORU SHIONOYA GROUP
Satoru Shionoya (Piano)
Yoshito Tanaka (Guitar)
Katsumi Hiraishi (Bass)
Eiji Tanaka (Drums)

Masatoshi Kainuma (Percussion)
Special Guest: Koh Mr. Saxman

Date & Venue:

Wednesday 14 November 2007 at 19.30 hrs.

at Thammasat University Main Auditorium, Tha Phra Chan
Ticket price: 500, 800, 1,000, 1,200 and 1,500

Available from Oct. 10, 2007 at ThaiTicketMajor 11 outlets,
MAJORCINEPLEX & EGV Outlets Bangkok & Suburb Provinces,
TTM counters at the Thailand Post, Call Center 0-2262-3456 or
1490 call ThaiTicketl\/Iajor,[qvw.thaiticketmajor.com
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Date & Venue:

Ticket price:

o AOUNINIILABLATNANNLIALNLAANTINAN 7 veauLlunaliadis ngamwe 147 wesnadmi 02-260-8560-3 wisadnmuldaniTulasues i www.jfokk.or.th

e For further information please call the Japan Foundation, Bangkok Tel. 0-2260-8560-3 www.jfbkk.or.th
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AnAealng a1lzaunIsAN®IaIN Fukuoka Designer
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6" (Sat) October — 1° (Thu) November 2007
Opening Party on 6" (Sat) October 2007 at 18:00
Weekdays09:00 — 19:00

Saturday 09:00 - 17:00

(Close on Sundays and national holiday)

Venue: The Japan Foundation Art Space

169 Sermmit Tower 10F, Asoke Rd., Sukhumvit 21 Bkk
Tel: 0-2260-8560~4 Fax: 0-2260-8565

www.jfbkk.or.th

Ms. Abe Graduated from Fukuoka Designer School — Design
Department. After participating and working on many art projects,
she married and moved to Thailand and now she has been here for
15 years. During all this time she continues to create her artworks,

have solo exhibitions and manage the Kid Art Workshop. C
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HIDDEN JAPAN — A Look at “Nature”
Black and White Photography
Exhibition by Yahagi Kijuro

Bangkok
Venue: The Siam Society, Asokemontri Rd. (Sukhumvit 21)
Duration: Fri. 30 November 2007 = Fri. 21 December 2007
Opening Hours: Tuesday — Saturday 10.00 — 17.00

Close on Sunday, Monday and national holidays

Opening Ceremony on Thu. 29 Nov 2007 at 18.00

Chiang Mai
Venue: The Art and Culture Museum, Chiang Mai University
Duration: Thu. 10 January 2008 — Thu. 31 January 2008
Opening Hours: Tuesday — Sunday 9.00 — 17.00

Close on Monday and national holidays

Opening Ceremony on Wed. 9 Jan 2008 at 18.00 C
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A new paradigm

WORLD VIEWS MAKE
A DIFFERENCE.
TOWARDS GLOBAL
TRANSFORMATION

WAWW.GNH-MOVEMENT.ORG

3rd International Conference on
Gross National Happiness

22-28 November 2007,
Nongkhai and Bangkok,
Thailand
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3" INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON GROSS NATIONAL HAPPINESS
WWW.GNH-MOVEMENT.ORG

TOWARDS GLOBAL TRANSFORMATIONM - WORLD VIEWS MAKE A DIFFEREMNCE
22 - 28 NOVEMBER 2007, NONGKHAI, BANGKOK, THAILAND

The 3rd International Conference
on Gross National Happiness
“Towards Global Transformation —

World Views Make a Difference”

Sathirakoses Nagapradipa Foundation and the Center for Bhutan Studies,
in partnership with Ministry of Social Development & Human Security,
and ‘Well-being Index Network’, Government of Thailand will organize
the third large-scale conference on “Gross National Happiness”
between 22 — 28 November 2007 in Nong Khai and at Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok. The conference is supported by the Japan

Foundation Grant Program.C‘

The JSN-JWP-TRF-IDE-JF Joint Conference
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JSN-Thailand

Foundation is planning to organize a joint conference between Thai and Japanese scholars on the topic of “Japan-Thailand Relations: Toward

the True Partnership?” on 30th November 2007 (Fri.). at Thammasat University Main Campus. c
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JF Theatre

for

Nov

«JF
theatre

** Also test showing, on Saturday 27 October and 24 November at 15:00.

Oct : Animal and Forest

S~ Directed by KINOSHITA Ryo

103 mins

Fri 5 Oct 2007
18:30
Directed by HIRATA Toshio

Fri 12 Oct 2007
18:30
Directed by HIRATA Toshio

108 mins

Tue 16 Oct 2007
18:30
Directed by NISHIGAKI Yoshiharu

ey

93 mins

Fri 19 Oct 2007
18:30
Directed by ICHIKAWA Kon

117 mins

Fri 26 Oct 2007
. 18:30
Directed by GOTO Toshio

107 mins

Sat 27 Oct 2007
15:00
Directed by KOYAMA Seijiro

November : Teachers

A Class to Remember
LEXTEEY
128 mins

Fri 2 Nov 2007
18.30
Directed by YAMADA Yoji

A Class to Remember Il
Tsai3au Il
128 mins

Tue 6 Nov 2007
18:30
Directed by YAMADA Yoji




24

Madadayo
£l9
134 mins

Fri 9 Nov 2007
18:30
Directed by KUROSAAWA Akira

Nitaboh
HpzTu-dauiandangaiie
100 mins

Fri 16 Nov 2007
18:30
Directed by NISHIZAWA akio

Night Train to the Stars
masn"l%lmﬂmuaﬂ%
111 mins

Tue 20 Nov 2007
18:30
Directed by OMORI Kazuki

Fifteen
Auvinil

120 mins

Fri 23 Nov 2007

18:30
Directed by YAMADA Yoiji

The Flag Class A Grade 4
WARMMAZAIEAN LA
86 mins

Sat 24 Nov 2007
15:00
Directed by FUJII Katsuhiko

Children in the Island
win 9 lwnnz
129 mins

Fri 30 Nov 2007
18.30
Directed by AZAMA Yoshitaka

5

JAPANFOUNDATION






