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©CooL Japan

Artch Bunnag

« Special article

In the 1980s the fashion world had to lock its eyes on avant-garde designers from Japan, such as names of Issey Miyake, Yohji

Yamamoto and Kawakubo Rei of Comme des Garcons who have been fashion icons until now.

In 2001 and 2002 the word with the highest number of searches in the search engine “Lycos” was “Dragonball”.

Doraemon is the cultural ambassador who has been most successful in introducing Japan to the world, more successful than two Miss

Universe’s from Japan and more successful than any ambassadors in the history of Japanese diplomacy.

“Otaku” is a new word in Japanese dictionaries being used around the world, following words like Karaoke, Sushi, Samurai, Geisha and

Kimono.

The colorful and always busy intersection of Shibuya with a large number of pedestrians is a new landmark of Japan which has been

reproduced again and again in movies and media when they try to give the hint of Japan. The result is the trend of tourists taking their photos

at Shibuya as evidence of visiting Japan.

The above phenomenon declares the influence of popular
culture on the image of Japan. It is replacing the traditional image of
Japan or the traditional Japan as we used to know it; replacing the
Kimono with Issey Miyake’s “Pleat Please”, Samurai with Dragonball
and the golden pavilion of Kinkakuji with the Shibuya intersection.
They are becoming the new images of Japan instead of the
repeatedly reproducing the old perception of Japan which was
influenced by the idea of Orientalism.

All these have become the important supporting forces of a
nation and are substitutes for the obvious forces in the era of
Modernism, which are hardware such as army or economy. The
hardware index can estimate the power of a country in obvious
numbers, so the budget can be fully spent to develop those particular
areas. Joseph S. Nye, Jr., an American academic, called them “Hard
Power”; after the 911 incident, the army power has been focused
again. However, the other power that Nye sees as equally important
in the success of a nation is culture, or as he called it “Soft Power”.

“Soft Power” can bring tremendous income directly and
indirectly for a country. An additional benefit is the better image of
that country. The model of the most successful country in adopting
soft power is the United States of America. Only Hollywood
businesses themselves bring great amounts of income for America

and their success brings about the following prosperity of other

businesses. This also results in building a new type of colony that is a
cultural or intellectual colony. Japan whose “soft power” resources
are abundant witnesses this success and sees the benefits which can
be obtained from this point.

Cartoons, character products, J-pop music, animation,
games, publishing, movies, TV dramas including mobile phone’s
ringtones, all these items are popular cultural products of Japan at
present. Moreover, they tend to outsell hi-technology products which
have always represented Japanese exports. Recently, the countries in
East Asia like South Korea and China have been focusing their
activities on “content business” and also are beautifully accomplished.
Especially South Korea which can use soft power to make an income
from the Japanese market; there has been the trend of Korean fever
or “Hanryu” in Japan, and the trend has lasted longer than anyone
expected, despite the claim which some trend setters announce every
New Year that “Hanryu” would end in that year. This Korean fever
continuing to spread all over Asia seems to have shaken Japan which
used to be the big player in Asian content business. This phenomenon
shows the success of the marketing plan from the Korean
government. Therefore, from this challenge the Japanese government
came up with its own policy to fully support the content business.

To support the content business, in order to guide the

vision of the whole nation in the same direction, the Japanese



government proposes the overall concepts in “A-E”

“All Japan” is the harmonious cooperation of the
government sector and private sector.

“Brand Japan” is the plan to develop Japanese brands
and produce global marketing

“Cool Japan” is the objective to make Japan look cool.

“Digital Japan” is to create digital systems which will be
fully responsive.

“E-Tech Japan” is the plan to give support in developing

and researching the latest technology.

In order to give the clear picture, the Japanese government
uses C = Cool Japan as the selling point by focusing on pop culture.
However, high culture, such as modern Zen or Murakami Haruki’s
novels is still the selling point of Japanese content business. It seems
as if Japan is reinventing “Japonism” again. The trend of Japonism
was triggered in the latter part of the 19" century among the western
art scene by Impressionist artists, and Japanese culture portrayed in
that trend was high culture. Nevertheless, at the beginning of the 21°
century, the comeback of this trend which might be called Neo-
Japonism is mainly about popular culture. The interesting point is that
the resources of both phenomena are folk culture; it was “Ukiyo-e”
Japanese woodblock prints, a kind of Japanese folk culture which
inspired Impressionism art genre, and it is pop culture such as Manga

which has become the new trend of Neo-Japonism at present.
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One of the Japanese government’s policies in obviously
supporting content business is the promotion of Japanese tourism
under the campaign “Yokoso Japan”. From bringing more tourists into
the country, the number of Japanese culture fans will increase and
these people could be the medium in promoting the content business
policy to the wider territory. However, the policy of the Japanese
government in preventing terrorism is the policy that seems
completely in contrast to this campaign. The more intense defensive
measures applied lately to the immigration process of Japan which
include fingerprint scans and photo taking which seems to prolong the
time spent in the immigration process, which is already long; and this
might lessen the charm of tourism.

The other concrete policy is about increasing the number
of foreign students in Japan by granting scholarships or supporting
Japanese universities to accept more foreign students. This method
could provide a solution to the situation that young population is
decreasing which also results in a fewer number of university
students; and this situation has already affected some Japanese higher
education institutes. Studying in Japan for years produces human
resources who understand content business products very well. This
could also mean that Japan has produced qualified salespersons,
franchisees who understand the contract and flag stores which
maintain the concept of the products spreading around the world.

One clear evidence is I, myself as the writer who is

giving you the story about content business. C

About the writer: Artch Bunnag, an experienced Thai-Japanese interpreter and translator, editor of many contemporary books translated from

Japanese into Thai, columnist for Thai magazines, he received scholarships from the Japanese government to do a Masters degree and PhD at

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, now is a senior officer at International Relations Division, President Office, SME Development Bank of Thailand.
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Ms. Chalongkwan TAVARAYUTH was invited as one of two Thai promising young scholars and practioners to join an international

seminar of “Japan—East Asia Network of Exchange for Students and Youths (JENESYS) Programme” on December 10th - 19th

2007. She graduated from the Department of International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University, in 2007. And, she will

be undertaking her Master Courses on Development Studies in UK starting July 2008. She is currently Project Officer of Global Intelligence Unit

Project with special focus on CIS and the Balkan Area, Department of European Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In addition to her native

language Thai, she is proficient in English, Italian and French.

When | was informed by the Japan Foundation, Bangkok
that | was selected to attend an International Forum on the topic
“Towards an East Asian Community: Beyond Cross-Cultural
Diversity” which would be organized by Japan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Waseda University,and the Japan Foundation, my feelings
were mixed of contents and fear. As the forum gathered distinguished
participants from various backgrounds e.g. academia, government and
journalism etc., | had much less experience to compare given that
| am a fresh graduate and just started working. However, | personally
felt that this forum would be a good opportunity to learn from others.
In addition, as | pursued my degree in International Relations, | am
quite familiar with a vision of an East Asian Community. Still, in
public, it is very limited as it is generally regarded as a political
framework or an academic concern only. Consequently, what |
expected from this forum was that it would help trigger this thought
to a wider range of audiences and make people aware that they have
something to (and should) contribute in order to make this idea of
East Asian Community a reality.

My impression from this trip is combined from the
experience at the forum and from the chance to observe Japanese
society in my limited free time. Beginning with the outcome of the
forum itself, although participants were from different backgrounds,
everyone acknowledged the importance and the need to have an
East Asian Community as it is believed that it will eventually bring
about benefits for all countries and allow Asia to have a stronger
voice on the international stage. However, what everyone considers
more important is the fact that it is time to go beyond political and
economic aspects and instead, benefits for its citizens should be a

prerequisite for an East Asian Community. Accordingly, there was a

consensus on the importance of creating a platform to connect people
in the regions. In our region which is diverse in terms of cultures,
religions, languages, this platform would allow people to cast their
voices and concerns, share best practices and learn from one another
in order to achieve greater understandings within the region.

Outside the forum, thanks to our kind sponsors, all
participants were also offered an opportunity to experience
“authentic” Japanese culture in Kamakura where we visited the Big
Buddha and the Shinto Shrine and to experience Kabuki plays at the
theater in the middle of Ginza in Tokyo. Besides, | had a chance to
wander in many parts of Tokyo during my free time, catch up with
my Japanese friends and my Thai friends who study there which
allows me to synthesize this experience with what | gained from the
forum. Throughout this journey, | can say that my expectation of
Japan before | came isn’t far from what people usually claim! Its
status as an economic giant in the region was clearly portrayed
through a high-technology transportation system, skyscrapers, neon
lights, department stores as well as signs and maps in English in
almost every corner to equip the flow of foreign investors and tourists
into the country. This factor allowed my trip to go smoothly.

Moreover, | was complimented by many Japanese that
| seemed to know so well about Japanese culture and they did not
quite believe that it was my first visit. | feel that it was because
| was well informed about Japan from many sources e.g. internet,
guidebooks and friends. Besides, Japanese culture is well embedded
in Thai society, especially among young people (including me).

For them, Japanese culture can be seen as a part of daily lives.
Nowadays, most of Thai youths grow up with Japanese products,

reading Japanese manga, eating Japanese food and following
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(11 In globalization era, problems are no longer Llimited within national borders.
On the contrary, many have become international concerns and need to be
solved within an international framework such as issues of democracy, human
rights and environment etc. ...For this reason, | believe that the idea of an
€ast Asian Community will be a key to help foster cooperation among Asian

countries.

3
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Japanese fashion!

Nevertheless, what interests me most is the total
contradiction | have found in Japan which makes me realize that
this perhaps is a common characteristic that all countries share in
this globalization era. On the one hand, Japan as an economic power
seems to cope well with Globalization force and benefits from it.
However, there is also an attempt to preserve their traditional culture
(for example, some old people still insist on wearing traditional Kimono
etc.) on the other. Besides, globalization and capitalism have replaced
a once interdependent society with a winner-oriented society which
spares no room for losers. This, thus, causes frustration directly
towards its own citizens and society.

What | could generally see in Tokyo is counter reaction
which was displayed in various forms. At weekends in Harajuku,
young people will dress up in a very unique way as a release
from tensions that they have to live up to their family and social
expectations for the success in school and work life. Additionally, |
witnessed a stark contrast of high rise skyscrapers, rushing salarymen
and furious shoppers on one side and those homeless living in a
cardboard box on the other in Shinjuku area. What was shocking is
these homeless people were once salarymen but there were many
reasons, such as failure from work or they were bored with this tense
lifestyle that subsequently caused them to leave home and become
homeless. Tensions in the society are also displayed by a very high
rate in suicide among Japanese people.

All these incidents reiterate globalization has transformed
our society and does not really allow an absolute winner, no matter
how rich or poor, all countries face similar problems. In globalization
era, problems are no longer limited within national borders. On the
contrary, many have become international concerns and need to be
solved within an international framework such as issues of democracy,
human rights and environment etc. Given this condition, cooperation
among countries is undoubtedly inevitable to cope with globalization
stability. For this reason, | believe that the idea of an East Asian
Community will be a key to help foster cooperation among Asian
countries providing that many of these countries already have

something in common such as values, lifestyles and problems!

/\\ \\

.
5

Nevertheless, to achieve this, there needs to be support

from civil society as civil participation would be a key factor to drive
the community instead of relying on political or economic drives like
before.

A vision to have an East Asian Community is possible if civil
society is really serious about it and contributes to its establishment. |
am positive about this dream as at present, we are full of enthusiastic
young people who have grown up with advancement in information
technology which enables them to be more open minded and learn
and appreciate foreign cultures. Also, better facilities such as internet
and travel which are made much more convenient than before also
allow these young people to exchange cultures and ideas on a daily
basis already. This will help equip young people of today with a more
international vision and willing to be a part of an East Asian
Community as they realize its significance.

Lastly, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
organizers of this event including the Japan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Waseda University and the Japan Foundation, especially Dr.
Yasushi Kikuchi of the Graduate School of Asia-Pacific Study, Waseda
University who has initiated this forum and allowed me to explore this
possibility as well as an opportunity to learn from others. | would also
like to thank staff from the Japan Foundation and the Tour Guides for
taking good care of me during my first visit in Japan. | am also very
delighted to know that the organizers will still continue this initiative
for the next four years. | am eager to see progress and contributions
this forum will bring to concretize the idea of an East Asian
Community and help spread this idea to the public and leaders of Asia
if possible! Although the forum has ended, | just see it as a beginning
towards a bigger achievement which is a dream of having an East

Asian Community that truly benefits its citizens and is for all. C
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Black & White Photo Exhibition by Yahagi Kijuro
Hidden Japan: A Look of Nature in Japan

Bangkok at The Siam Society, Chalerm Phrakiat Building, 4 fl.
30 November - 21 December 2007

Chiang Mai at Chiang Mai University Art Center, 2" fl.

10 - 31 January 2008 C
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A Geisha Tnefiniu Al298 wud, Geaqu o Tufeadniunguau
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Japanese Film Festival 2008: The Golden Age

18-25 January 2008, Grand EGV Siam Discovery

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok joined hands with Bioscope magazine
and Grand EGV Siam Discovery showing 10 Japanese movies from
the Golden Age of Japanese film industry (1950-1960). This event
was well received by audiences and fans of Japanese movies,
especially for ‘A Geisha’ by MIZOGUCHI Kenji, ‘A Room for Rent’

by KAWASHIMA Yuzo, and ‘The Echo’ by NARUSE Mikio. C'
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The 4™ JF Fellow Seminar 2008

“Experience of Minamata: Community Revitalization and Environmental Restoration”

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok in collaboration with Chulalongkorn University Social Research Institute, and Global Collaboration Center (GLOCOL),
Osaka University organized the 4" JF Fellow Seminar entitied “Experience of Minamata: Community Revitalization and Environmental
Restoration” on 15" February 2008 (Fri.) at Chumpot — Pantip Meeting Room, 4" Floor of Prajadhipok — Rambhai Barni Building, Chulalongkorn
University. The purpose of this seminar was to provide an opportunity for Thai society to understand a successful case story how Minamata City
and its communities have been working closely to overcome environmental pollution, and bring back happiness and a peaceful livelihood of local
people today. Also, it created a platform for sharing experiences and exchanging first-hand information among all stakeholders in community
empowerments, environmental governance and rehabilitation programs among scholars, researchers, policy makers, practitioners, grassroots and
community people both from Japan and Thailand to strengthen their relationship and address common problems of the two countries. The seminar
was very well attended with an overwhelming 200 participants, and the group of Minamata people had a chance to visit Map Tha Phut Industrial

Estates to exchange their views and experiences with community people and local government officers about how to overcome industrial pollution.
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Workshops on Curriculum Development on East Asian Studies and the Forth Executive Meeting of Network for East Asian
Studies (NEAS)

Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn University, in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan, Thailand Research Fund and the Japan Foundation, Bangkok organized the first of its kind “Workshop on Curriculum Development
on East Asian Studies” during 10th = 12th March 2008 at room 105 Mahachulalongkorn Building, Chulalongkorn University. The workshop was
organized in response to the mandate of the second and third meetings of the Executive Committee of Network for East Asian Studies (NEAS),
an ASEAN + 3 Track Il comprised of 13 higher institutions, to strengthen East Asian Studies in each country of East Asia. The meeting opened
an opportunity for those involved in teaching or curriculum/research development in 13 countries of Network for East Asian Studies to meet and
exchange their experiences and points of views on East Asian Studies, as well as to identify appropriate approaches for regional cooperation in

curriculum development on East Asian Studies. C
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The 2nd Annual Conference of Japanese Studies Network — Thailand

Japanese Studies Network — Thailand (JSN-Thailand), an academic forum for Japanese studies scholars and researchers from various universities
and research institutes in Bangkok and other regions, with close collaboration of Japanese Studies Program, the Institute of Asian Studies,
Chulalongkorn University will organize the second annual conference of Japanese Studies in Thailand, entitled “Japan — Thailand’s Relation after

the year 120th”on 8th May (Thu.) 2008 at Mahachulalongkorn Building, Chulalongkorn University. C

*E :ﬁ FUIJI-L 2008 The 3rd Yokohama Triennale

W/~ Yokohama 2008: International Triennale of Contemporary
Art “Time Crevasse”

A 401 €01 VaY\ VS BN [\ A September 13 — November 30, 2008 (79 days)
TIME CREVASSE www.yokohomatriennale.jp

Venues : Central and Waterfront Sites in Yokohama (New Exhibition Hall for the

r=d0JafcRCF A fe A L0 okohama Triennale 2008 at the Shinko Pier, Red Brick Warehouse No.1, NYK

Waterfront Warehouse “BankART Studio NYK”)

WWW. YOKOHAMATRIENNALE . JP

Artistic Director : Tsutomu Mizusawa
Organizers : The Japan Foundation, City of Yokohama, NHK (Japan Broadcasting

Corporation), Asahi Shimbun, The Organizing Committee for the Yokohama Triennale
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JF Theatre
April - June

Animation

Spring has Come

** Also test showing, on Saturday 26 April at 15:00.

Song of the Spring Pony (FRER D 9 7=)
unwauvane lulaiug

108 mins. / 1985

Tue 1 Apr. 2008

18:30

| Directed by KOUYAMA Seijio (e LAE —RR)

A distant Cry From Spring
| G#ED 72D LHORFON)
LR ENAINUAN
124 mins. / 1980
Fri 4 Apr. 2008
18:30
Directed by YAMADA Yoji ([ FH{EV)

Wait and See (. F)

S .. galuling

100 mins. / 1998

Fri 11 Apr. 2008

18:30

Directed by SOMAI Shinji (111 £/

H)

Busu (BU « SU)

s

95 mins. / 1987

Fri 18 Apr. 2008

18:30

" Directed by ICHIKAWA Jun (717 1]¥E)

Kaza-Hana (JEAE)
* pn-gug
- 116 mins. / 2001
"~ Fri 25 Apr. 2008

4 1830
fie ‘ Directed by SOMAI Shinji (1144171 7)

First Love (1Z-27ZR)

snusn

115 mins. / 2000

Sat 26 Apr. 2008

15:00

Directed by SHINOHARA Tetsuo (1% )57 /4E)

** Also test showing, on Saturday 31 May at 15:00.

W

Glass Rabbit (77 A D 9 X X)
NSLANELNI

84 mins. / 2005

: Fri 2 May. 2008

? o 1830

- Directed by SHIBUICHI Setsuko (7077 1)

wior Nitaboh = The Founder of Tsugaru Shamisen
(R H — iR = B AR A D)
Unzlu-dauviandaganiive

100 mins. / 2004 (English Subtitled)

Tue 6 May. 2008

18:30

Directed by NISHIZAWA Akio (7515207 )

" Home of Acorns (EAHDFE)
thugnlan

110 mins. / 1997

Fri 9 May. 2008

18:30

Directed by YAMAMOTO Osamu, ANNOU Takashi
(LA ST, ZiREE)

#r el i

-

e BANS S

Tombstone of Fire Flies (KTEH DEL)
| qauiiaias

88 mins. / 1998

Fri 16 May. 2008

18:30

Directed by TAKAHATA Isao (=1 KHEh)

Taro, the Dragon Boy (FED—KER)
misgnanasiang

75 mins. / 1979

< Tue 20 May. 2008

18:30

Directed by URAYAMA Kiriro (i [ LI ES)

Unico (s==1)
gillne

90 mins. / 1981
Fri 23 May. 2008

T\

- Y 15:00
A e .
5. s A<= Directed by HIRATA Toshio (**[HE )



Bare Foot Gen (IZ7Z L D47 V)
WERFIATIN

110 mins. / 1983

Fri 30 May. 2008

T 18:30

" Directed by MORI Masaki (1 FLIFT)

Anime Medley (7=A A v KL —)
Al WALAs

85 mins.

Sat 31 May. 2008

15:00

Directed by various directors

Samural

Rashomon (%"%@Fq)

gldnau

88 mins. / 1950

Tue 3 Jun. 2008

18:30

Directed by KUROSAWA Akira (SEL{E211H)

AERRRRRRRRnRnnnnnn RN nEEEEEEEEEEEEE NN
When the Rain Lift ({8 7232)
Wakunen

§ 92 mins. / 2000

Fri 6 Jun. 2008

y 18:30

P8 Directed by KOIZUMI Takashi (/)N ZE1H1)

When the Last Sword is Drawn (f%%ﬂ:{ﬁ)
fyntiau Wadnauiaugavine

138 mins. / 2003

Fri 13 Jun. 2008

18:30

Directed by TAKITA Yojiro (Vi [HVEHD)

Kodayu (BA L’@M‘%EE)
% e » MGE
g 125 mins. / 1992
‘4
h / Tue 17 Jun. 2008
/ J 18:30
T Directed by SATO Junya (4= & li)
IERRNRNNR NN RN NN RN nnnnnnnnnnnnInn
The Passage to Japan (&G )
anudnialudilu
123 mins. / 1991
Fri 20 Jun. 2008
18:30
Directed by SAWAI Shinichiro (7= —H[)

T O T T N T T T
- % Sen Rikyu (?*'JZF - REHHESO
\ ; 1 Augavinaaasinuia
107 mins. / 1989
Fri 27 Jun. 2008
18:30
Directed by KUMAI Kei (HE f17E)




