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The 2Hd Report /
House Concert

Koto / Klui and other western instruments

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

Interview

In the afternoon of Saturday 26 July 2008, Main Hall of the Japan FFoundation, Bangkok had a packed
audience, Thai and Japanese, kids and adults, who came to experience the boundless of music which joined
Japanese, Thai and western music together. It was about two hours of enjoyment with the music from Koto,
violin, cello, piano, the happy group of chorus and Klui. After the concert we had a chance to interview

Ms. Noriko Tsuboi, a Koto player, and asked her a few questions about the concert and her music.



Could you please introduce yourself a little bit, such as when did you start playing Koto?

| started to play koto at age eight with the influence of my mother who had been teaching koto. However, being “mother and daughter” did not
work very well for the relationship of “teacher and student”, so my mother made me study under her teacher, Mr. Tadao Sawai, and | entered
Sawai Academy of Music in Tokyo as a special research student. After four years of studying there, | was sent to The United States to teach a

Japanese music class at The University of California, San Diego for five years.

Is there any memorable experience from teaching/playing music abroad?
| feel people’s appreciation towards our music more abroad. When | had a concert in Myanmar, a girl came up to me after my performance and
held out a little quilt purse to me with a smile. Obviously that was hers, not intended to give to anybody. | was so impressed by her expression

of sincerity and tenderness.

How long have you resided in Thailand?

About seven years.

I've heard that you also teach Koto in Thailand, how is it? Are your students mostly Thai or Japanese?

| used to tell people “I like playing more than teaching, because | can be totally free on koto and express myself when | perform, but | need to
be very patient in teaching.” However | enjoy teaching more these days. Maybe | gained enough patience as | got older. Teaching makes me
aware of many things which | don’t notice when I’m playing by myself. Also I’m happy if my students experience the joy of playing koto as | do.
Most of my students here are Japanese who stay in Bangkok for only a few years. | feel sad when they have to leave Thailand, but knowing the

fact that many of them are still continuing their lessons in Japan and even in other countries makes me happy.

How was the 2™ House Concert initiated? Could you tell us a little bit about the preparation for the
concert?

It was a great honor to collaborate with Ajarn Thanis (Thanis Sriklindee — Thai famous Klui player) in this concert. But, at the same time, it gave
me a lot of pressure. The preparation was quite tough because Ms. Suzuki (the other Koto player) and | had to arrange all the songs for koto and

klui. So | was very stressed out before the concert.

What was your impression of the concert day? Any behind the scene stories that you'd like to share?
| was very glad that we had a big Thai audience at the concert, and many of them seemed to enjoy the program. The tickets were sold out a few
days before the concert, so we prepared rugs on the floor for extra seats. | saw many children come really close to the stage to see the

instruments. The atmosphere of the concert was just right, what we were expecting.

From your point of view, could you tell us a little bit about the situation of traditional Japanese music in
Thailand? Have you ever performed with any other traditional/contemporary Thai musicians? How was the
jam session?

Although | reside in Thailand with inevitable reason, | really think I’m lucky to be in the country where people are favorable to your nationality.
Many Thais seem to be interested and appreciate the traditional Japanese musical instruments. | have played koto with a few different kinds of
Thai musical instruments such as Ranad, Jakea, Saw, Khaen. They match quite well if we can clear the pitch matter. Recently | had a collaboration

with a DJ, and that was a very exiting and fun session.
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Haiku Exhibition 2008 on “Wind”
1 — 26 July 2008

At the Japan Foundation Art Space
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A Special Lecture by Prof. Dr. Satoshi
Uehara on Japanese Linguistic
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Master of Arts in Japanese Linguistic and Literature at
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University organized a special lecture by
Prof. Dr. Satoshi Uehara of Tohoku University entitled “How to use
(DAME JANAI JANAI - 728D U 0 720N U R 721 ) in Japanese
linguistic and expression” on 5" September 2008 at Conference Room
707, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University. The objectives of the
lecture were to explain the differences of using Japanese expression
and its linguistic technique to undergraduate and graduate students as
well as Thai professors teaching Japanese — language (around 20 — 25
people) in order to have clearer understanding in advance of Japanese
education. Prof. Dr. Satoshi Uehara came to Thailand under the
Japanese Visiting Professorship Program of the Japan Foundation,
and he taught at the Japanese section and linguistic department of

Chulalongkorn University from 21% July — 15" September 2008
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The 11th Asian Cartoon Exhibition on the theme “Asian Youth Culture”

NTUNN

Sauam?i wurlumhodiadi anfnaia

FEWI TR 31 nINGIAN - 25 AIUIAN 2551
Bangkok

at the Japan Foundation Art Space

31 July = 25 August 2008
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Nakhon Ratchasima

at Academic Resource and Information Technology Center,

Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University

8 — 21 September 2008

On the opening day, the cartoon workshop was opened for students
and interested people by famous cartoonists from the Thai Cartoon

Association.



3" House Concert “Voice” ﬁd
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The Japan Foundation House Concert “Voice” by a Soprano and Japanese Women
Chorus accompanied by two kotos and a piano. The concert will take place on October 18 (Sat.),
2008 at 3 p.m. presenting both Thai and Japanese pop songs in the past such as H.M.’s Saifon,

Buakhaos, Tawanyosaeng, Doraemon and Sukiyaki. Admission is free.
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UNIT ASIA Jazz Concert in Chiang Mai a2
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“UNIT ASIA” JAZZ CONCERT 2008 in Chiang Mai will take place on November 8 (Sat.), 2008 at 7 p.m. at E.C. Auditorium of Payap
University, Kaew Nawarat Campus. Admission is free. Musicians are Isao Miyoshi (guitar), Shigeki Ippon (Bass), Hiroyuki Noritake (drum)

from Japan, Tay Cher Siang (keyboard) from Malaysia and Koh Mr.Saxman from Thailand.
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Notice

Kkabuki Demonstration
and Nishiki-e Exhibition

Trio Concert
in January

ANTSANITNIWANNITA ARULASAN3La Urlag Nobuyuki Mizuno (Horn)
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“Kabuki Demonstration and Nishiki-e Exhibition” will take Trio Concert led by Nobuyuki Mizuno (Horn) is tentatively
place from December 8 - 20, 2008. Kabuki Demonstration will be planned to take place at the Small Hall of Thailand Cultural Centre
conducted on the opening day. Venue and time will be released on around the first half of January, 2009. Date / Time will be released on
our website later on www.jfbkk.or.th our website later on www.jfbkk.or.th
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Training and Workshop on “Capacity Building on Social Pension Programme to Enhance Social Protection in Old Age”
HelpAge International Asia — Pacific Regional Development Center in Chiang Mai under the support of the Japan Foundation is planning to
organize a training and workshop on “Capacity Building on Social Pension Programme to Enhance Social Protection in Old Age” on 23" October to
6" November 2008 at Northern Heritage Resort in Chiang Mai province. The objectives of this meeting are to develop a forum in Thailand that
will bring stakeholders together to address the issues surrounding the expansion of the social pension scheme, and to build the capacity of senior

policy makers and civil society organizations in Thailand, Vietnam, Nepal, Bangladesh, India and Indonesia in relation to social pension programmes.



1A59N15U5 29 UTEANRIUDILNDFTI9ARNY
ATEUUNIUERINTEUIUNITYIUINITNY

ANUNITAAUANHILALNITWRIUNLIANNS
aauAnenlugiiniAaiansiuaaniasla

AudninadunzdueandaslfdifsanisganAneuaznig
WA mﬂlﬁmmﬁuawﬂmL@LLﬂuWﬂqﬁmefu azanliinIg
UszguuuTIAdnfog “smsa¥rananszinluienszuou
N9YIUINIINNFIUNTANANHIUAZ N IWENL AN NIGANAN
Tunfineiedunziueanidadld Wi 6 - 7 wgadneu wa,
2651 il Lﬁﬂﬁ%auﬂﬁ@uﬂmﬁmpﬁ’ummﬂa‘zmmw * 5 szinet Ae
wiaidy Bulnilide FauTlud dusunn uazlng Weafunszun
NYIUINIINEIUNSANET wazkAnsuliInsRmwInalnuay
nsauAdINIINHiREUNTII89AN T TNUTANEY (SEAMEO) U
anaazililgnisaing “amnisdneuiie @anzuaanidesls”
TATLELINN 992 AUGIIBIUUIERUIEALTIR 217 N1sWRAUINTaL
AN AN LTI W nandauiheinAne
nsafwsruunBauiiauganAnsn ngr un1sWama National and
Regional Qualification Framework 111614 Tmﬂlumiﬁi‘z“];uﬂ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ
sjﬁmmn&mnwﬁwmﬁmwLsnmz ﬂizmmjﬂuﬁwéqmmnm?{ﬂu

ANMNAAWIL wazlszaunisalsae

The Conference Series on Raising Awareness: Exploring the
Ideas of Creating Higher Education Common Space in
Southeast Asia

SEAMEOQO Regional Center for Higher Education and Development
(RIHED) under the support of the Japan Foundation is planning to
organize the international conference on “Raising Awareness: Exploring
the Ideas of Creating Higher Education Common Space in Southeast
Asia” during November 6 - 7, 2008. The conference is designed to
systematically raise the awareness among stakeholders in higher
education in Southeast Asian countries, and to develop a structured
cooperation framework (such as for degree supplement, quality
assurance, etc.) and the future establishment of a common space in
the region. There will have five countries’ paper presentation from
Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand as well as a
Japanese expert from Waseda University exchanging his experience

and ideas at this event.
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Opening Ceremony of Japanese Studies Center, Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai University

The Japanese Studies Center is organizing its official opening ceremony on November 26, 2008, with the collaboration of the Faculty of

Humanities, Chiang Mai University. The Center will invite three speakers in order to commemorate its opening, and the friendship between Japan
and Northern Thailand. Prof. Dr. Osamu Akagi is expected to deliver a lecture on academic cooperation between the two nations while the senior
member of the Japanese Chamber of Commerce, Bangkok will speak on the economic cooperation. Mr. Wisut Ponnimit is requested to speak on
the cultural exchanges between the two cultures, based on his experience as a student in Kobe, and a well-known cartoonist both in Thailand and

Japan. Anyone who is interested in this event, please kindly contact the staff at Japanese Studies Center by calling (053) 943-284 C
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Notice

Activities in the Hall (including JF Theater) will be suspended from November 1, 2008 to March or April

next year because of office renovation starting from November. The Library will also be closed from the beginning

of November because of the same reason above.
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Theatre October 2008

October : Spirits

Haunted school (Gakko no Kaidan)
T593auBRg (1995)

100 mins

Fri 3 Oct. 2008

18:30

Directed by HIRAYAMA Hideyuki

Good Bye for Tomorrow (Ashita)
anfaudwuiuwseil (1995)

142 mins

Tue 7 Oct. 2008

18:30

Directed by OBAYASHI Nobuhiko

Uneasy Encounters (Kowagaru
Hitobito) AMNNAUBILA (1994)
118 mins

Fri 10 Oct. 2008

18:30

Directed by WADA Makoto

Ghost pub (lzakaya Yurei)
Anyeynau (1994)

110 mins

Fri 17 Oct. 2008

18:30

Directed by WATANABE Takayoshi

The Ugetsu Story (Ugetsu
Monogatari) qmw% (1953)
110 mins

Tue 21 Oct. 2008

18:30

Directed by MIZOGUCHI Keniji

The Face of Jizo (Chichi to Kuraseba)
aginuwa (2004)

99 mins

Fri 24 Oct. 2008

18:30

Directed by KUROKI Kazuo

August in the water (Mizu no Naka
no Hachigatsu) aiwﬂ,uf'\ (1995)
117 mins

Fri 31 Oct. 2008

18:30

Directed by ISHII Sogo






