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The 17" Haiku Contest was organized by Japan Airlines (JAL)
in cooperation with the Japan Foundation, Bangkok, with a
view to providing an opportunity for Thai elementary school
children to express their inner minds in the form of Japanese
traditional poetic writing. The theme of this year’s contest

was “School.”

Ms. Chamaiporn Saengkrachang, Chairman of the Writer’s
Association of Thailand and one of judges of the Contest
wrote an article about this year’s Contest and some of the

winning entries.
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Natsuko Akiyama ( LadJ( Macbeth)jand Mansai Nomlra (Macbeth)
Photos by Jun Ishikawa, courtésy of Setagaya Public Thedtre

jyo (Girl of the Soil)
esy of Jokyo /\/Ietropo[ita'h Art Speee

Mansai Nomura (Macbeth)
Photos by Jun Ishikawa, courtesy of Setagaya Public Theatre
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JENESYS 2010 Group G: “Re-Acknowledging
Cultural Diversity: The Roles:and. Possibilities

of the 'Asia and Oceania Region”

By Pinwadee Srisupun, Thai Participant
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchathani University

I would like to talk about the great opportunities that | had in
Japan during 1- 13 April 2010 through joining the JENESYS 2010
Group G, held by the Japan Foundation. This is the first time for

the presentation of my topic entitled “Cultural Diversity”.

This project included 17 participants from the ASEAN countries
(Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam), Australia, China,
India, Republic of Korea, New Zealand and Japan (16 coun-
tries in total) consisting of government officers, international
organization ' officials, academics, indigenous people and

journalists who currently relate to cultural works.

The participants gained the knowledge both from lectures and
experiences. We shared experiences from each country which
enriched us to apply for our works. One of the most important
things is to build a network among the participants. The
specialists showed us the great value of their works. The staff
took us to the beautiful parts of Japan both tangible and
intangible cultures, such as Kabuki in Tokyo, Machiya House

and Tea ceremony in Kyoto. The tangible cultures require

JAPANFOUNDATION Q09
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a high cost to preserve. Moreover, we learned about community
cultural management, sustainable tourism management and
the art of museology through the Ainu people in Hokkaido and
Taketomi Istand in Okinawa, and recognized the importance of
the young generation to preserve their cultures. Traveling from
north to south enabled us to see many aspects of Japan and

opened our minds to new cultures.

Kyoto is an amazing city which integrates old and new buildings
together with the beautiful cherry blossoms. The integration
of traditional culture and high technology that makes Kyoto

charming has deeply impressed me.

At Nibutani Ainu Village, an indigenous village of Japan,
| learned about people’s livelihood, of which traditions and
cultural revival were introduced to the world, made me realize
how they suffered from the past till present. Nibutani people
not only were discriminated by Japan’s assimilation policy,
but also were affected by a dam construction, at that time
there was no law to protect their culture: Once, the Japanese
government used to say that Japan was “one country,” with
no indigenous people. However, in 2008, the Chief Cabinet
Secretary announced the government’s view on the addressing
policy towards the Ainu “based on recognizing the Ainu as
Indigenous people, which is the new historical idea of Japan
toward indigenous people. “Please tell our story to the world”
is the statement of the Ainu people. ‘I Ram Ka Rub Te”, is to
say hello in their language, which means “| touch your heart

softly”, this tells us a lot about their minds as well.

At Taketomi Island in Okinawa, a peaceful island, people
changed the way of life from agriculture to tourism. People
set up new rules for tourists, such as that walking around the
village in swimsuits is prohibited, paying respect to Utaki which
is a sacred place, and entering into the house of worship is
not allowed. The villagers believe that God is everywhere and
comes from a place far away to teach them to do rice farming.
The tale of rice farming is quite similar to those in Laos and Isan
region of Thailand, but different in detail. The warm welcome

and entertainment impressed me; especially when they were
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Tuaf dawssas [PhD candidate -in Sociology] Uaqtiuiu
p1sdAousyiAvindaumans anzAaUmansuviing1de
guamvsndl uazndunssunsgudisedsaseyniiniaginiiles
fimugiurgUszinudunsiaundeng unisdtay- n33ey

Wlyuny way IMUsIIUANE

waving their hands until we were out of sight.

Japan showed us the great potential of powerful country,

which we can adapt efficiently to develop our own countries.

What | 'have learned through joining this project is seeing the
coexistence between culture and nature which integrates
with each other perfectly, no matter where they are. Nature
saves the culture, as that Machiya house needs wood from the
forest, weaving needs nature’s products, while culture also
saves the nature as that people preserve their sacred places.
The most important thing is that we need to respect one’s
culture without discrimination and exploitation. The cultural
management will succeed when the collaboration and the
recognition of preserving cultures happen among central and
local governments and the villagers. The combination of new
technology and cultural study is needed. Youth is one of the
important variables to keep, continue and sustain one’s own

tradition.

However, to preserve cultural diversity is not only to keep the
old things, but should be conserved at the present with the

great human values. <

About the writer:
Mrs. -Pinwadee Srisupun' [PhD .candidate in Sociology] is
a lecturer at the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchathani
University. She is also a committee of Mekong Sub Region
Social Research Center [MSSRC] at the faculty. Her academic
interests include social development, social: capital, policy

research, and culture studies.
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Greetings!

| have been blessed with the opportunity to join
the Japan Foundation, Bangkok as Head of the Arts and
Culture Department. In my short time so far in Thailand,
| have been impressed with the dynamic and evolving
culture here, filled with a mix of the traditional and the
modern. As two unique societies | believe there is much for
Japan and Thailand to share. | look forward to having the
opportunity to work with all of you in the near future and
fostering greater cultural ties between our countries.

Ayumi TAKITA

12 July - September 2010
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swaslufudnlngorinunameiuazdaualy  eandu
Iy wazduauy

Fuan / sanudi :

3 - 15 WAy 2553 / VoRaU InusTSULIINFUNNAUNIUAT
u 3 waz 4

20 Awnew - 18 fuseu 2553 / Snlnzenivuniaed
AUNINTENINTRY 49-51

21 fiugngu - 31 Sunaw 2553 / Muntlsdedluzailvy dwd
WaENIIINOUY

20/20 “TWENTY-TWENTY”

A 20" year celebration with 20 Japanese, Thai &
Viethnamese contemporary artists who have, are & will be
walking together with Akko Art Gallery Bangkok.

Date / Venue :

3 — 15 August 2010 / Bangkok Art & Culture Centre (BACC)
- 39& 4" Floor

20 August — 18 September 2010 / Akko Art Gallery on
Sukhumvit Road near the corner of Soi 49

21 September - 31 December 2010 / Kinokuniya

Bookstore art space at Isetan & Paragon
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Ichigoza Puppet Theater  will perform in
Bangkok on Saturday, September 18, 2010 at
classroom E of the Japan Foundation, Bangkok
(10th FL. Sermmit Building) from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
The 7 members of Ichigoza will visit Thailand from
Yokohama, Japan to perform in Bangkok, Pattaya and
Ayuthaya.

Programs

1. ‘Kin no Ono, Gin no Ono’ (Golden Axe, Silver Axe) :
a story based on one of Aesop’s fables

2. ‘Harapeko Aomushi’ (The Very Hungry Caterpillar) :
a story based on the children’s book by Eric Carle

3. ‘Guri to Gura no Ensoku’ (Guri and Gura Go On
a Picnic) : from the Japanese picture book written by
Rieko Nakagawa and Yuriko Yamawaki

Japanese Arts and Culture FREE Workshop Series

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok proudly presents a new
program “Japanese Arts and Culture Workshop Series,”
twice a month on the first and the third Thursday for one
hour from 18.30-19.30 hrs. from July to September, 2010.
The workshops are designed to introduce various types of
Japanese art and culture, ranging from Origami (the art of
paper folding) to martial art like Aikido, to those who are
interested in Japanese culture.

FREE Workshops Schedule is as follows:

Jul. 1 Origami for Tanabata Festival

(open for reservation from 24 Jun. until full)

Jul. 15 Yukata Dressing and Bon Odori

(open for reservation from 8 Jul. until full)

Aug. 5 Aikido Demonstration

(open for reservation from 29 Jul. until full)

Aug. 19  Furoshi Gift Wrapping

(open for reservation from 11 Aug. until full)

Sept. 2 Japanese Song Singing

(open for reservation from 26 Aug. until full)

Sept. 16 Introduction to Go (an ancient board game for
two players)

(open for reservation from 9 Sept. until full)

Seat reservation is kindly requested. Please contact us via
phone no. 0-2260-8560~3.
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New Arrivals

m Books

TOKYO
SUBWAY
GUIDEBOOK

COLLOGUIAL

KANSAI
JAPANESE

v [ neetish Gk

ML Fuji

JAPAR

Book:

Designer:
Publisher:

Book:
Author:
Publisher:

Book:
Author:
Publisher:

Book:
Contributing
Editors:
Publisher:

Book:

Publisher:

Book:

Author:
Publisher:

Book:

Photographer:

Publisher:

Book:

Photographer:

Publisher:

14 juy - september 2010

Iuthruvdelhuia:adaikuvoprovauamiuwioudiasu NSoINWH

ViesayauUune gy Avegn YU 10 91A15iasHEnT auwelAnuuns

The Little Tokyo Subway
Guidebook

Ryoichi Kawarada

IBC Publishing, Inc. / 2007

The Otaku Encyclopedia
Patrick W. Galbraith
Kodansha International Ltd. /
2009

Colloquial Kansai Japanese
DC Palter & Kaoru Slotsve
Tuttle Publishing / 1995

Wa Modern Design

Yukie Someya, Kyoko Murayama
TOSO COMPANY, Ltd./
TOSO publishing

Discovering Japan: A New Regional
Geography
Teikoku-Shoin

An English Guide to Kamakura’s
Temples & Shrines

Kenji Kamio and Heather Willson
Ryokufu Shuppan, Inc. / 2008

Mt. Fuiji

Naoki Ishikawa

SUN Chiapang (Little More Co.,
Ltd.) / 2008

JAPAN a pictorial portrait
SEKAI BUNKA PHOTO
IBC Publishing Inc. / 2005

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

nanlaviinis: Juduns - JuAns 09.00-19.00 u. / Fulens 9.00 - 17.00 w.

ELVWEXY U<

Utsukushii Natsu

Kuroki Kazuo

Toshiba Entertainment / 2003

=T R EAF U
Niwatori wa hadashi da
Morizaki Azuma

GP Museum Soft / 2006

Vg YK YK
Linda Linda Linda
Yamashita Nobuhiro
VAP Inc. Tokyo / 2005

% Gaichu
Shioda Akihiko
Nikatsu, TBS, Sony PCL / 2002

Ry F ¥ Pacchigil
We shall overcome someday
lzutsu Kazuyuki

Happinet Pictures / 2005

FlE7— 2 The Family Game
Morita Yoshimitsu
Touhou / Nikkatsu / Pioneer / 1983

HAEHf1 Tokyo-Biyori

Takenaka Naoto

Fuji Television / Burning Production /
1997

FA v X 9Souls

Toyoda Toshiaki

Tohokushinsha Film Corporation /
2003
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Fri. 2™ Jul. 2010 18:30
Kohei’s Race
EABT £ %) 1992

1AL

Directed by KUBOTA Suguru
(UNZ3EE79)

113 mins.

Fri. 9" Jul. 2010

Take Me Out to Snow Land
(FL% A F—|THN T T)
wauluanmeuy

Directed by BABA Yasuo
(B4 HER)

98 mins

18:30

1987

Sat. 17" Jul. 2010 15:00
Swimming Up Stream
(35T v 4efd) 1990

Uandulamesnsgviai
Directed by MATSUOKA Joji
(kFgie 1)

95 mins

Sat. 3 Jul. 2010 15:00
A Scene at the Sea
(& D E —F D> 1231) 1991

NZLALAUNYU

Directed by KITANO Takeshi
(ArEFst)

101 mins.

Fri. 16" Jul. 2010 18:30
The Yamashita Story
(LT F458) 1985

fnmmzﬁaamgﬁ@

Directed by MATSUBAYASHI Sokei
(AR

101 min

Fri. 23“Jul. 2010 18:30
Aiko Sweet Sixteen
(74 2+~5%) 1983

GRPGANGN

Directed by IMAZEKI Akiyoshi
(48 bx L)

98 mins

AUGUST 2010 :

Fri. 6" Aug. 2010 18:30
Sadako Story
(T#H-2) 1989

F1AlNEAVUNNTELTIURUA
Directed by KOYAMA Seichiro
(L LAIE 1)

96 mins

Fri. 13" May 2010 18:30
Tombstone for Fireflies

(k2 D 2E) 1988
ganuiavioy

Directed by TAKAHATA Isao
(7 HmE))
88 mins

Fri. 30" Jul. 2010 18:30
Aiki
(71 %) 2002
lod

Directed by TENGAN Daisuke
(RRERAT)
119 mins

July - September 2010

Sat. 7" Aug. 2010
Bare Foot Gen

15:00

(FZLosy) 1983

N BRGNGEA

Directed by MORI Masaki
(ELhr=F)
110 mins

Fri. 20" Aug. 2010 18:30
Children of Nagasaki
(1% L) 1983

aneugnin

Directed by KINOSHITA Keisuke
Ok T #)

127 mins
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Sat. 21* Aug. 2010 15:00  Fri. 27" Aug. 2010 18:30
Glass Rabbit The Face of Jizo

(FF 20> &X) 2005 (R & EEIE) 2004
QELRHIIY agiiunie

Directed by SHIBUICHI Setsuko Directed by KUROKI Kazuo
(05— 1) (BAFIHE)

86 mins 99 mins

JAPANFOUNDATION
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The Japan Foundation, Bangkok serves as a liaison office of the Japan
Foundation, established by the Japanese government in 1972, to assist
in its full implementation of cultural exchanges between Thailand and
Japan as well as to create networks with affiliated cultural organizations and
individuals in Thailand.

Japan Letter is distributed free of charge to individuals and organizations
interested in Japanese culture and international cultural exchange. Japan
Letter can also be read on site at www.jfbkk.or.th

auegngezlsludiiuans? quaniuegnalsiudiluans?
Wandamuuziuazaufniiureannuladn

What do you want to read about and see in Japan Letter?
Please send your suggestion and comment to:

Email: japanletter@jfbkk.or.th

Tel: 02 260 8560-4 Fax: 02 260 8565

The Editor of Japan Letter

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok

Serm Mit Tower 10FL. 159 Sukhumvit Soi 21
(Asokmontri Rd.), Bangkok 10110

Copyright 2010 The Japan Foundation, Bangkok

All rights reserved. No reproduction or republication without written permission
wuluvhatlindy ngamwe vhuesanavs 2553
anhdndadumimnmidedudivnsumsviefuid g iFuounaiuassnualsnus

16 July - September 2010

SEPTEMBER 2010

: Munric

Fri. 3% Sep. 2010 18:30
Nitaboh - The Founder of
Tsugaru Shamisen

(NITABOH -

(R -Hui = LR aatEsA) 2004

Unglu-Unuriandangsndives
Directed by NISHIZAWA Akio
(Gepeaiee))

100 mins

X YTIYIYAYIING Y

*** With English subtitle

Fri. 10" Sep. 2010 18:30
Lady Camilla
G5) 1988

\wasdesn

Directed by ASAMA Yoshitaka
GilLE=9)

95 mins

Sat. 18" Sep. 2010 15:00
Beat Kids
(B— k% x) 2004

FINIZAU J9EL50
Directed by SHIOYA Toshi
()

115 mins

Sat. 4" Sep. 2010 15:00
Nodo-Jiman

(Gr=1) 1999
Tuglnzdgs

Usemnsasnasiloainsiau
Directed by [ZUTSU Kazuyuki
(FFFnsE)

112 mins

Fri. 17" Sep. 2010 18:30
Bloom in the Moonlight
(o Eom: WHEAMYE) 1993

Sowausumls ned

Directed by SAWAI Shinichiro
(A5 —HR)

125 mins

Fri. 24" Sep. 2010
We Shall Overcome Someday

18:30

(v Fl)
Fioeldniy
Directed by [ZUTSU Kazuyuki
OGffafnse)
119 mins.

2004



