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From Seven Samurai to The Magnificent Seven, borrowed
and detoured to become Jed Prachanban, from a kidnapped
princess in The Hidden Fortress to Star Wars, the influence
of Akira Kurosawa’s movies has been profound. The flawed
humanity, lies and prejudice in Rashomon have for the past
60 years inspired so many plays and movies; while stories
of heroes in hard times, of discrimination and inequality, of
truth and lies, of the grueling struggle of small people in the
face of monstrous injustice and harsh realities, all point to
the humanism manifest in Akira Kurosawa’s films (1910-1998).
To mark the 100" anniversary of one of the most famous
filmmakers in the world, Japan has staged a number of
events to commemorate Kurosawa-sensei, including a
retrospective at the National Film Centre in Tokyo last year.
To offer Thai filmgoers the opportunity to see, once again,
some of the greatest works of this master director, the Japan
Foundation in Bangkok will host an Akira Kurosawa film

festival.

Kurosawa made over 30 films during his career that
began during Second World War and continued to the
early 1990s.
include Rashomon (1950), Ikiru (1952), Seven Samurai (1954),
Yojimbo (1961), Red Beard (1965) and many more. Even

though Japan was home to some of the greatest filmmakers

Internationally, his most celebrated films

of the 20" century — including Kenji Mizoguchi, Yazujiro Ozu,
Mikio Naruse, Nagisa Oshima, Shohei Immamura — Kurosawa
was the director who shaped the way the world, especially
Western scholars and audiences, perceived “Japanese

cinema” and influenced the brand of Eastern humanism as

© Shochiku.Co. Ltd.

© 1958 Toho Co., Ltd-

© Shochiku Co, itd. ©1952 Toho Co., Ltd.

© 1958 Toho Co., Ltd: © 1961 Toho Co., [td.

presented on the screen. Today, though new Japanese
filmmakers have branched out and built their aesthetics and
style from the seeds the old masters sowed, Kurosawa’s
name remains as the original definition of what Japanese

cinema stands for.

Kurosawa was also a filmmaker who learned from the
world, while the world also learned from him. He adapted
Shakespeare’s plays into movies (Ran and Throne of Blood),
while Hollywood adapted Seven Samurai and Rashomon
into their own versions. George Lucas admitted that one
of his inspirations for Star Wars was The Hidden Fortress.
In Thailand, MR Kukrit Pramoj translated Rashomon into
a Thai-language play, and it has been performed so many
times over the past 30 years. Thai scholars and critics wrote
detailed books about his films in the 1980s, and he remains
one of the foreign filmmakers that film students here have
to study. The festival hosted by the Japan Foundation is
thus a chance for local audiences to witness how the great
works of this Japanese master withstand the test of time and

changing social environment.

About the writer: Kong Rithdee is a film critic and
columnist at the Bangkok Post. He also writes for foreign
publications on Thai movies. In his free time he makes

documentary films with his friends.
* For more information on Japanese Film Festival 2011

“Akira Kurosawa Centennial Retrospective” in January 2011,

see page 09
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achizukuri is  culture-based

M

that

community design philosophy

pays
conservation of both tangible and

close attention to the

intangible cultural processes; for
example, local traditions and customs,
old traditional

cultures, ceremonies,

buildings, and so on.
Recently, there has been renewed
interest in Japan for the conservation and
appreciation of old traditions, particularly
for the revitalization of heritage buildings
and traditional lifestyles. A recent article
inan English-language  newspaper,
published in Japan, highlishted how
opinions  have  changed  towards
conservation. For the reconstruction of
an ancient castle, which was demolished
during World War Il, a modern-style
monument, the usual choice, was rejected
in favor of renovation. The present and
future trends in community design are
now focused on the ‘refunctioning’ and
‘renovation’ of old buildings, despite the
fact that it is more expensive to renovate
old buildings in this way than to build
a new one. But more and more people
are choosing refunctioning and
renovation because they can feel more
of the spiritual side of old Japanese style
and traditions that cannot be found in a

new (and often modern) building.

Even when new buildings are constructed
near or in an area of old traditional style
houses, they are now being adapted
so that they blend in with the overall
So buildings

constructed using modern materials

style and decoration.

may be decorated with a wooden facade

or painted in muted or dark colors which «

again blend in with the surroundings,
thereby conserving the overall scenery

or townscape of the area.

The reasons why people can conserve

the old tradition and building are:

1. They are proud of their nation’s
traditions and culture.

2. They understand that they have
social responsibilities, and many
pay attention to public issues.

3. They have good relationships with
local government, NGOs, academics
and educational institutions, mass
media, and their own local
community.

4. They have held meetings and
gathered data and the opinions of
people on community design,
which is useful for policy makers.

5. Each community in Japan is proud
of their local ways and culture.
Consequently, people feel they
are ‘Tokyo people’, ‘Kyoto people’,

This is

or ‘Takayama people’.

important because local pride
motivates people to participate
fully in the cultural revitalization

and conservation process.

®



© 1950 Kadokawa Pictures, Inc.

© 1948 Toho Co., Ltd.

© 1944 Toho Co., Ltd

© 1945 Toho Co., Ltd.

© 1946 Toho Co., Ltd.

INAMamweauastilu 2554 “asusouduna 100 U Alseo: ons:”
Japanese Film Fesfival 2011 “Akira Kurosawa Cenfennial Refrospective”

anud:  lsanneunsieaenidn Fudi Fu 7 Audnisadunsaiide
o o Y
Jun: 6 — 19 UNIIAY 2554

Venue: SF World Cinema at Central World
Date: 6" - 19" January 2011

Sutinsleins 1 awsio 1 Tu 30 Wiineunameusazizos
Free tickets available 30 minutes before screening. One ticket per person for each film

DATE - TIME * FILM
Thursday 6 January 2011 © 2000 - Rashomon (88 min) (Opening Film)
Frrday 7 January 2011 19.00 The Quiet (95 min )
Saturday 8 January 2011 11.00 Sanshiro Sugata (91 min)
¢ 1320 : The Most Beautiful (85 min)
: 1540 : Sanshiro Sugata Il (82 min)
. 1800 : The Idiot (166 min)
Sunday 9 January 2011 . 11.00 : No Regrets For Our Youth (110 min)
. 1340 . One Wonderful Sunday (108 min)
. 1620 - Drunken Angel (98 min)
+ 19.00 - Scandal (104 min)
Monday 10 January 2011 © 1900 - Stray Dog (122 min)

Wednesday 12 January 2011 . 19.00 . lkiru (143 min)
Thursday 13 January 2011 . 19.00 . Seven Samurai (207 min)
Frrday 14 January 2011 © 19.00 + ILive In Fear (113 min)
Saturday 15 January 2011 © 11.00 * Throne Of Blood (110 min)
¢ 1340 : The Lower Depths (125 min)
© 1630 ° The Hidden Fortress (139 min)
: . Talk on Kurosawa: Life, Works and Inspiration
: ;. weRedeiualsendg-Tin ke uazusaduaals
....................................... D
Sunday 16 January 2011 . 1100 . The Bad Sleep Well (151 min)
. 1420 . Yojimbo (110 min)
. 17.00 - Sunjuro (96 min)
. 1930 - Madadayo (134 min)
Monday 17 January 2011 19.00 High and Low (143 min)

Wednesday 19 January 2011 . 19.00 . Dodes’ka-den (140 min)

JAPANFOUNDATION 09



UNSSAMSOURNNSSUCBUUSOUELE)

anuii fuz vioRaU IAUsITULNTININUAT
Auonuvuiy .

Tw/aan: TuAnsit 14 unsiew - Jueiingi 13 nuAius 2554
321319181 10.00 - 21.00 w. (MgaFudums)

Contemporary Japanese Crafts Exhibition

Venue: 2™ Floor, Bangkok Art and Culture Centre
Date/Time: Friday 14" January — Sunday 13" February 2011
10 am. - 9 pm. (closed on Monday)

10 January - March 2011

Unheard Notes Concert

Medalists” Special Concert of the 2 Vancouver International
Piano Festival by People with Disabilities

Ju: Fwansi 22 unsiau 2554

@01uN: 13.00 4. - FYAsuawAls, MCGP Hall,
Music campus for General Public
1930 u. - Anendeezenafdald uwninededing,

Music Auditorium

AoULdsIAlAY Inendensuvafal unninendeuing
U357A1 200 U (100 UmdmsunSuEnAnen)
dounudeyaiudnlai 02-800-2525 fio 153, 154

Date:  Saturday 22" January 2011
Venue: 1.00 pm. - Seacon Square, MCGP Hall,
Music campus for General Public
7.30 pm. - College of Music,
Mahidol University, Music Auditorium

Concert organized by College of Music, Mahidol University,
ticket price: 200 baht (100 baht for students).
For more information please contact 02-800-2525 ext. 153, 154
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JF Fellow Seminar 2011:

“People Parficipation in Community
Revitalization and Promoting
Environmental Education for
Sustainable Deve|opmen’r: Learning
from Japanese experiences of
Jimotogoku in Minamata”

Date: 17" January 2011 (Mon.)

Venue: Meeting Room, Department of
Environmental Quality Promotion,
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment

Date: 20" January 2011 (Thu.)

Venue: Faculty of Humanities,

Chiang Mai University

TasoMs&uUUNGYUANLN

IBoo “INATAJUWUUIA:ADUS
JoodulumsAumdJoyawovu
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Swnan: Fuduns 9 31 unsay 2554
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LnmﬂuﬂsvmﬂmUuiuivmuammﬂm 9717
N15AUNITOYAIINFIUUITBRATUNAIIY
Ae 9 Tudweesidn Hudu

MSUSSENEWIAUIa:AUULNCOUURNLN
SO0 “rudunUMSINGOUENEISOOU
us@lusnlamideaud™

TWoan:  Tungiaudan 3 Juneu 2554
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1UNAINYAYFITUANERNS
yInseduns

uluWedy  ngawwe aufu @t
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Japanese Studies Seminar entifle
“Bassic Technique and Infroduction
to Japan related Data Searching”

Date: 31" January 2011 (Mon.)
Venue:  Faculty of Humanities,
Chiang Mai University
Date: 1% February 2011 (Tue.)
Venue:  Faculty of Liberal Arts,

Thammasat University

Contemporary Japan Seminar:
“Japan and Migration in the Age of

Globalization” by Prof. Dr. Keizo
Yamawaki, Meiji University

Date: 3" March 2011 (Thu.),
9:00 - 12:00
Venue:  Boonchu Rojanasathien

Meeting Room, 3rd Floor of
Anekprasong (multi-purpose)
Building 1, Thammasat University
Tha Prachan Main Campus
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Recommended Books & DVDs

m Books

Book:

Author:

Publisher:

Book:

Author:

Publisher:

Book:

Author:

Publisher:

Book:

Author:

Publisher:

Book:

Author:

Publisher:

Book:

Author:

Publisher:

Book:
Author:

Publisher:

Book:

Author:

Publisher:

12 January - March 2011

aa C=]

Aidoouny - Aunydiventindy

powuil 13

lelailloy wd / walng ywun Ussasl
vda fudeds $1in / 2008

ﬁamawzm - AungdIventindu

nouil 14

loladlee wd / wlalae suuin ARans
Uda Wududs 1 / 2008

Fnivnuauany - Aunzdleenindu
paudl 15

lolafiloy w3 / wlalne $nidn nesUsu
Uda Wudwds 1i / 2009
anATWINLSE - Aunzdlgentindu
nauil 16

lelailley 193 / walae Ywun UTsesuel
uda Wudela 1 / 2009

I YEIURI0TING - AUAZDI
gaAuNEU mauN 17/1
lolaflloy @ / wlalne vuunm Anans

Uda Wuauae 3718 / 2009

NI IUI0TING] - AuRzdI
geeindu mouil 17/2

Teladlley wd / walay suuin ARans
uda Wudeda 1 / 2009

Tuiinusase - Aunzdlwesiingu noun 18
lelpilloy wd / walng ywun Ussasal
ulia fiududs 91in / 2010

SUAUSIEINATINIA - AUALDI
o & N
goAuNEU MOUN 19
Telafley WT / wlalne $Pudn neusy
Uda Wudude 371 / 2010

> ¢ O & 4 o a =
ViesayanUuvinlindu dsegil du 10 o1asiasufing auuslenuund
wanavinnis: Juduns - Judns 09.00-19.00 u. / Fuians 9.00 - 17.00 w.

&) DVDs

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

Movie:

Director:

Company:

TrramompgL  Spirited Away
Miyazaki Hayao
Studio Gibli/2001

Lok he My Neighbor Totoro
Miyazaki Hayao
Studio Gibli/1988

Kzeoyh Fv =% Castle in the sky
Miyazaki Hayao
Studio Gibli/1986

SEREAIE AE S Pom Poko
Takahata Isao

Studio Gilbi/1994

BDOKT T T

Nausica of the Valley of the Wind
Miyazaki Hayao

Studio Gibli/1984

Jis o EzdE  Kiki’s Delivery service
Miyazaki Hayao
Studio Gibli/1989

LOOFE  Princess Mononoke
Miyazaki Hayao
Studio Gibli/1997

Ao Howl’s Moving Castle
Miyazaki Hayao
Studio Gibli/2004



JF THEATER ¢ dusd d«ow'wg/

January - March 2011

JANUARY 2011

: KUROSAWA AKIRA

(AN RESPONSE TO KUROSAWA FILM FESTIVAL)

Fri. 21° Jan. 2011 18:30
Madadayo 1983
&9

Directed by KUROSAWA Akira
(i)
87 mins.

OO

SOOI OO OOOO

Fri. 28" Jan. 2011 18:30
Rashomon 1950
oY

Directed by KUROSAWA Akira
()
88 mins.

OO

FEBRUARY 2011

Fri. 4™ Feb. 2011 18:30
Twinkle
(X 5&BUN5) 1992

ADILAINT
Directed by MATSUOKA Joji
103 mins.

Fri. 11" Feb. 2011 18:30
Rainbow Song
(k0> L) 2006

ninazdinn (ilew)

Directed by KUMAZAWA Naoto
(VR )

117 mins.

QOO

: LOVE

Sat. 5" Feb. 2011 15:00
Love Letter

(5T1L5—) 1995
a1usnNEaN

Directed by IWAI Shunji (=3¢ )
117 mins.

OO

Fri. 25" Feb. 2011

One Million Yen Girl
andlanladueu
Directed by TANADA Yuki
(23 5=%)

121 mins.

18:30
2008

MARCH 2011

Fri 4" Mar. 2011

Night Train to the Star
(oL OFIgRE B RE R 1996
solvanenuand

Directed by OMORI Kazuki

(K7 —Hh)

111 mins.

18:30

Fri 11" Mar. 2011 18:30
Like Ashura

(FfsfED =L <) 2003
willowegs

Directed by MORITA Yoshimitsu
(BRM¥7E)
136 mins.

Sat. 19" Mar. 2011 15:00
Midnight Sun
(43 7D57) 2006

24 §7lus vesniseyniu
Directed by KOIZUMI Norihiro
IR ER)

119 mins.

OO

: DRAMA
DOOBOOBOOOOOOOIOOIOOIOGI OO OO

Sat 5 Mar. 2011 15:00
Hula Girls
(75 H—n) 2006

a1gan iladls
Directed by Lee Sung Il
(#4u8)

120 mins.

OO

Fri 18™ Mar. 2011 18:30
The River with No Bridge
(ED7NI) 1992

wihiiilaiflaennu

Directed by HIGASHI Yoichi
R 15—)

139 mins.

Fri. 25" Mar 2011

River of Fireflies

(&11)

wilthavios

Directed by SUGAWA Eizo
ENI%=)

115 mins.

18:30

1987

OO
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ACTIVITY REPORT

Japanese Arts and Culture
Free Workshop Series
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14 January - March 2011
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THESE ACTIVITIES ARE PART OF THE 6TH LANNA-JAPAN FESTIVAL 2010

Contemporary Japanese Crafts
Exhibition
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The Japan Foundation, Bangkok serves as a liaison office of the Japan Foundation,
established by the Japanese government in 1972, to assist in its full
implementation of cultural exchanges between Thailand and Japan as well as to
create networks with affiliated cultural organizations and individuals in Thailand.

Japan Letter is distributed free of charge to individuals and organizations
interested in Japanese culture and international cultural exchange. Japan Letter
can also be read on site at www.jfbkk.or.th

16 January - March 2011
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What do you want to read about and see in Japan Letter?
Please send your suggestion and comment to:

Email: japanletter@jfbkk.or.th

Tel: 02 260 8560-4 Fax: 02 260 8565

The Editor of Japan Letter

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok

Serm Mit Tower 10"FL 159 Sukhumvit Soi 21
(Asokmontri Rd.), Bangkok 10110

Copyright 2011 The Japan Foundation, Bangkok All rights reserved.

No reproduction or republication without written permission
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