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Japan energy crisis - opportunities
and transition toward sustainable future

Faikham Harnnarong, Ecological Alert and Recovery - Thailand (EARTH)

In mid-May 2011, around two months after the triple crisis - the
Tohoku Earthquake which was followed by the tsunami and the
incident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant - | had the
honor of participating in the JENESYS East Asia Future Leaders
Program 2011. The two-week visit to Japan was organized by the
Japan Foundation under the topic: Energy Security - Advancements
in Cooperation in the East Asian Region. Since this program had
been originally planned before the unexpected disasters, the
original plan to visit a nuclear power plant and a wind farm in
Aomori Prefecture, north of Miyagi , the hardest hit area, was
cancelled. We were told that many of the power plants in the
area were still struggling to recover from the disasters and some
are still out of operation. Instead, the organizers tried their best to
show us different perspectives of the Japanese energy system and
we were lucky enough to visit two community initiatives on
renewable energy and self-sustainability.

Energy is one very significant crisis that Japan is facing as a result
of the disasters - particularly the Fukushima Nuclear disaster. Not
only will the country have to learn how to deal with the current
supply shortage but also how it will continue or change its energy
scenario. Immediately after the incident, many power plants in the
East and Northeast of Japan were shut down for security measures
and much of the energy infrastructure, including electricity
transmission lines, was damaged. Around 4.4 million households
were immediately left without electricity. The most challenging
part is probably the Kanto region where Tokyo, which has the
highest energy demand, is located. Most of the city’s electricity is
supplied by TEPCO, which operates the crippled Fukushima
Daiichi Plant. Approximately 20,000 MW or 40% of TEPCO’s
electricity generation capacity has been out of operation. This

means that Tokyo needs to be supplied with electricity

"
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=

remain since

limitations

from neighboring regions. However,
the Tohoku region is still struggling to meet demand because
some of its facilities were also knocked out of operation,
while Kansai to the West is using different transmission lines
and can only supply 1,000 MW to the East due to converter
stations’ limitations. The supply shortage will be more severe in the
coming summer with the increased use of air-conditioners. When
demand exceeds available supply, electricity black-outs could
occur across the whole region. Tokyo people responded quickly;
many companies turned off air-conditioning and unnecessary
lighting, and allowed staff to wear cooler clothing than business
suits and ties - something quite unimaginable in the traditional
Japanese working environment.

On the other hand, interesting changes in Japanese society have
arisen from the crisis. Citizens have become more aware of the
negative side of nuclear power. Most importantly, more Japanese,
especially parents and youngsters and university students, have
taken to the streets to express their concerns about nuclear power
and to demand cleaner and safer energy. Some friends of environ-
mental activists told me that nowadays they can expect thousands
to join anti-nuclear activities/demonstrations, which have become
an almost weekly event in big cities across Japan, whereas in the
past they could have expected maybe a few hundred. One recent
public opinion poll by Asahi stated that by May 2011, 52% of the
interviewees did not want nuclear power anymore or did not want
any expansion from the existing number of power plants. The result
of this change in public opinion is clearly evident: many nuclear
power plants which were not in operation during the incident for
planned maintenance decided not to restart because of opposition
from citizens. At the end of May, the Government of Japan made
an announcement that it would, for the first time in the history of

JAPANFOUNDATION O7



the development of nuclear power in Japan, discontinue expansion
of nuclear power in the country.

To put the above into context, it is important to understand that
Japan has relied heavily on nuclear power since WW II. Only 17%
of total energy demand is sourced from within the country, 13%
of which is generated by nuclear power. Moreover, one-third of
Japan’s energy supply depends on oil from the Middle East. This
scenario makes the country quite vulnerable to external factors,
particularly in terms of supply sourcing; as a result, the govern-
ment had planned to increase the share of nuclear power to 50%
by year 2050 (the plan has now been halted). It is also important
to note that the past energy policy, which relied heavily on
nuclear power has affected the development of the renewable
energy industry in the country. In 1990, Japan was a world leader
of Solar PV technologies, but when the government stopped
providing support in 2006, the industry quickly came to a halt.

However, for Japan to stop using nuclear power and shift toward
renewable energy is not a utopian ideal. The Institute for Sustain-
able Energy Policy (ISEP) and the Japan Renewable Energy Policy
Platform, both of which have been advocating for renewable
energy in the country since 2008 released a policy paper called
“Renewable Energy Vision in 2050°, which argued that Japan
already has the potential and technical ability to increase its
renewable energy share to 67% by 2050. And with proper govern-

ment policy and support, the report suggested that Japan could
phase out nuclear power over the next 20 years.

08 July - September 2011

On the other hand, there already exist communities in Japan that
have tried to be independent and sustainable, not only in terms
of energy, but also in resource utilization and management. These
successful models should be promoted to enhance clean sustain-
able and independent energy systems for the vast rural, agricultural
communities in Japan. One example we visited is the Ogawamachi
Fuudo Katsuyo Center, a non-profit community-run organization in
Ogawa-cho in Saitama Prefecture. The Center operates two biogas
power plants (the first pilot project began in 1999), using kitchen
waste from 400 households and the community school, reducing
200keg/day of waste by incineration, to produces electricity and
liquid fertilizer to farmers in the community. Although the sovern-
ment supported similar pilot projects in other parts of the country,
many of them have ceased operating. However, this project is
successful; it is still running and expanding because of the very
active participation of community members. Moreover, in this
community there is another group called Solar Net who have
been promoting hand-made solar panels from inexpensive
materials for over 10 years. From the end of March, Solar Net has
been installing solar panels in devastated areas affected by
earthquake and tsunami; it has already received several requests
from communities in those areas to help install solar panels once
their towns are rebuilt.

Friday afternoon, 11" March 2011 was the beginning of Japan’s
worst since WW II. Like many others around the world, | followed
the news and prayed for the survivors. Unfortunately, after three
months, the nuclear power plant is still leaking radiation into
the environment - the incident is still nowhere near conclusion.
However, signs of changes in the Japanese society right now
indicate that it is possible, with new perspectives on the energy
system, to be more independent and free from the fear of nuclear
power.

Finally, | would like to send this message: “I send my condolences
to those who are struggling and wish that Japan will overcome
this crisis and move toward a brighter and more sustainable

future.” N\,
A~

About the writer: Faikham Harnnarong works on Climate Justice
Campaign at Ecological Alert and Recovery - Thailand (EARTH)
which is part of the coalition of the Thai Working Group for Climate
Justice (TCJ). She holds MSc. Masters in Environmental Sciences,
Policy and Management (MESPOM) from Central European Univer-
sity in Budapest, the International Institute for Industrial Environ-
mental Economics (IIEE) at Lund University, and University of the
Aegean in Greece.
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The Dolls of Japan exhibition

This traveling exhibition from Japan will
show around 70 dolls in various categories
such as Dolls for the Doll Festival, Dolls for
the Boys’ Festival, Kabuki Dolls, Imperial
Palace Dolls, Tradition and Creative
Kokeshi Dolls.

Bangkok

Date: 12" - 29" October 2011

Venue: Crystal Design Center,
Ekamai - Ram-Indra
highway

Chiang Mai

Date: 4" - 30" November 2011
(close on Monday)

Venue: Chiang Mai University Art Center,
Nimmarnhaemin Road

The 5" Annual Conference of
Japanese Studies Network -
Thailand

Thailand
forum

Japanese Studies Network -
(JSN-Thailand), an

for Japanese

academic

studies scholars and

researchers from various universities
and research institutes in Bangkok and
other regions, with the close collabora-
tion of the Japanese-language Section,
and  Social

Faculty of Humanities

Sciences, Prince of Songkla University,
Pattani Campus, will organize the fifth
annual conference of Japanese Studies
in Thailand, entitled “Japanese Studies
and  Sustainable  Development”, on
Thursday 20" to Friday 21" of October,
2011 at Prince of Songkla University,

Phuket Campus.
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10 July - september 2011

JAPANFOUNDATION

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok would like to announce
the results of the Grant Programs for Japanese fiscal year
2011 - 2012 as follow;

(1) Grant Program for Intellectual Exchange Conference
1. Grantee: Institute of Asian Studies and the Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University
Project title: The Workshop on Sites of Modernity: Asian
Cities and their Evolution through Trade, Colonialism, and
Nationalism
Project Schedule: 21 - 22™ July 2011

2. Grantee: School for Wellbeing Studies and Research,
Chulalongkorn University
Project title: International Exchange Platform : Re-thinking
Property : Pathway to a Well-being Society Scenario?
Project Schedule: 25" - 27" August 2011

(2) Japanese Studies Fellowship Program
Grantee: Asst. Prof. Dr. Kanokwan Laohaburakit KATAGIRI,
Lecturer, Japanese Section, Department of Eastern Languages,
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University

Grantee: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chawin Leenabanchong, Lecturer,
Faculty of Economics, Thammasat University

Grantee: Asst. Dr. Oratai Krutwaysho, Lecturer, Faculty of
Management, Phuket Rajabhat University

(3) Support Program for Organizations in Japanese Studies
(3.1) M. A. Program in Japanese Language and Literature,
Japanese Section, Department of Eastern Language,
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
Programs supported including:
o Visiting Professorship (Prof. Dr. KUBOTA Yuko)
o Research Fellowship for Graduate Students
(3.2) M.A. Program in Japanese Studies, Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Thammasat University
Programs supported including:
o Honorarium for part-time instructors on Japanese
studies courses
o Research Fellowship for Graduate Students
o Library Support Program
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(3.3) Institute of East Asian Studies, Thammasat University
o International Conference on “Regional Cooperation
for Sustainable Future in Asia” on 23 - 24"
February 2012
o Publication of Japanese Studies Journal

(4) Support Program for Associations in Japanese Studies
o Activities of Japanese Studies Network — Thailand
(USN-Thailand) including the 5th Annual Conference
of Japanese Studies Network (JSN) — Thailand at
Prince of Songkla University, Phuket Campus on
20" - 21* October 2011

Android-Human
Theatre

together

The Japan Foundation,
Arts,
(CU) has invited Professor Oriza Hirata, a leading Japanese

with the Department of

Dramatic Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
playwright and director from Osaka University and the founder of
the Seinendan Theater Company, to direct the play “Sayonara.”
The play will be performed in Thai and Japanese as a part of the
CU Academic Fair and Bangkok Theater Festival 2011.

“Sayonara” is an innovative theater performance in which
humans and androids (robots) share the same stage. Professor Hirata
worked with Professor Hiroshi Ishiguro from ATR Intelligent Robotics
and Communication Laboratories for this project. The play was
performed in Festival/Tokyo 2010 in October 2010 and will be
performed for the International Federation for Theatre Research

(IFTR) at Osaka University this coming August.

For more information on Android-Human Theatre, please see

www.seinendan.org/en/

23 - 27" November 2011 (free admission)
Sodsai Pantoomkomol Centre for Dramatic Arts,

Date:
Venue:
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
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Book:
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Publisher:

Book:
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Publisher:

Book:
Author:

Publisher:

Book:
Author:

Publisher:

14 July - September 2011
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Movie:
Director:
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Movie:
Director:
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Movie:

Director:
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Movie:
Director:
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Movie:

Director:
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Movie:
Director:
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Movie:
Director:
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Director:
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Manda Kunitoshi

Geneon Entertainment / 2006

Climber’s high 7 54 ~—=x - o
Harada Masato
NHK enterprises / 2006

Fireworks, Should We See It from
the Side or the Bottom?

FH TR, Tind R0 1D R D0
Iwai Shunji

Norman’nose Inc. / 1996

Still walking Tt #HnTh
Koreeda Hirokazu
Bandai visual / 2008

United red army

Ffg - HARE b S EILHE~DER
Wakamatsu Kouji

Wakamatsu production - CCRE /
2007

Mother #fF~x
Yamada Youji
Matsutake / 2007

Departures &< v vre
Takita Youjirou
Shougakkan / 2008

The test of tea %ok

Ishii Katsuhito

Big time entertainment - Rentrak /
2003



JFSheater

July - September 2011

Fri. 1 Jul. 2011 18:30
A Scene at the Sea
(& D H—F 07218 1991

NELALAURYU

Directed by KITANO Takeshi
(lezrit)

101 mins.

Sat. 2™ Jul. 2011 15:00
Rookies
(b—%—2% - %) 2009

Rookies-falvalluuss granudnisa
Directed by HIRAKAWA Yuichiro
(7)1 e— )

137 mins.

Fri. 5 Aug. 2011 18:30
Faraway Sunset

(EEV%H)

Sansaaiivindlng 1992

Directed by KOYAMA Seiijiro
(Fh LAE —ER)
119 mins.

Sat. 6" Aug. 2011 15:00
Gamera
(hESExBHEEB~HAT~) 2006

NN LAY LUSH Weindnuivinelan
Directed by TASAKI Ryuta

(e k)

96 mins.

Fri. 8 Jul. 2011 18:30
Aiki
(74 %) 2002
Lo

Directed by TENGAN Daisuke
(RIgERAT)
119 mins.

Fri. 29™ Jul. 2011

18:30
Swimming Up Stream

(a7 v bfn) 1990
Um@uﬂmwaﬁmsﬁqﬁw

Directed by MATSUOKA Joji
(FAT 2 =)

95 mins.

Fri. 22" Jul. 2011 18:30
The Yamashita Story
(LT A 4ERE 1985

gNTnzeengln

Directed by MATSUBAYASHI Sokei
(k&)

101 min.

Fri. 19" Aug. 2011 18:30
Deciduous Tree
(M) 1986

Tulsisns

Directed by SHINDO Kaneto
CETEMEN)

105 mins.

Fri. 26 Aug. 2011 18:30
Acacia Walk

(T A>T DiE) 2001
N9E1UABNBLLALTEY

Directed by MATSUOKA Jyoji
(e =])
90 mins.

Sat. 20" Aug. 2011 15:00
Helen the Baby Fox
(F&oh~LY) 2006
L5oTBLEIaU

Directed by KOUNO Keita
(CGLESN)
108 mins.
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September: sy

Fri. 2™ Sep. 2011 18:30
Fall Guy

(G5 147 14 ) 1982
Fiminuans

Directed by FUKASAKU Kinji
(Rt )
109 mins.

Fri. 9" Sep. 2011 18:30
Twinkle

(E6x500%) 1988
ADUAINT

Directed by MATSUOKA Joji
(F2 T 2 1)
103 mins.

~ROMIGLE

Sat. 17" Sep. 2011 15:00
Rough

(37) 2006
$neesqe

Directed by OOTANI Kentarou
(RAMEAER)
106 mins.

16 July - september 2011

Sat. 3 Sep. 2011

My Darling is a Foreigner
(F =V FAHEN)
Ye¥ndumauih

Directed by UEKAZU Aki
(F=rEFneg)

100 mins.

15:00

2010

Fri. 16" Sep. 2011
Nabbie’s Love

(F & D)
NS
Directed by NAKAE Yuji
(Ghix )

92 mins.

Fri. 23 Sep. 2011 18:30
Diary of Early Winter Shower
(FRE L)

Juiineludumu

Directed by SAWAI Shinichiro
(317 —Hn)

116 mins.

1998

JAPANFOUNDATION
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Adulas www.jfbkk.or.th

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok serves as a liaison office of the Japan Foundation,
established by the Japanese government in 1972, to assist in its full
implementation of cultural exchanges between Thailand and Japan as well as to
create networks with affiliated cultural organizations and individuals in Thailand.

Japan Letter is distributed free of charge to individuals and organizations
interested in Japanese culture and international cultural exchange. Japan Letter
can also be read on site at www.jfbkk.or.th

anseenguetlsludiiuans? auAndiusgalsiudiiuas?
Wsndeduuziuazanudniiiuvasnaanlii

What do you want to read about and see in Japan Letter?
Please send your suggestion and comment to:

Email: japanletter@jfbkk.or.th

Tel: 02 260 8560-4 Fax: 02 260 8565

The Editor of Japan Letter

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok

Serm Mit Tower 10"FL 159 Sukhumvit Soi 21
(Asokmontri Rd.), Bangkok 10110

Copyright 2011 The Japan Foundation, Bangkok All rights reserved.

No reproduction or republication without written permission
wulurhatindu ngamna Wwesduans 2554 shathdauladaunilsannwilide
waiilumsuwsuionuialnglildzuoygndumesnualsnus

18:30

Fri. 30" Sep. 2011
Double Suicide at Sonezaki

CETERED 1978
Snusymsflanuend

Directed by MATSUMURA Yasuzou
(R fs)

112 mins. DVD Sponsored by

J-B1L5



