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Between 23 - 27" November 2011, the Japan Foundation, the
Japanese Section, Department of Eastern Languages and the
Department of Dramatic Arts, Faculty of Arts, and the Department
of Mechanical Engineering, Chulalongkorn University will present
an innovative theater performance in which humans and androids
(robots) will share the same stage, directed by Prof. Oriza Hirata
a leading Japanese playwright and director from Osaka University,
in cooperation with Prof. Hiroshi Ishiguro from ATR Intelligent

Robotics and Commmunication Laboratories.

While waiting for this special theater performance, Japan Letter
asked Mr.
Dramatic Arts, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University and Prof.

Pawit Mahasarinand, lecturer of the Department of

Oriza Hirata to answer questions on contemporary theater and the

use of robots in theater.

Question from Pawit Mahasarinand to Oriza Hirata

1. Q: Why did you pick Chulalongkorn University and Bangkok for
the Asian premiere (outside Japan) of “Sayonara” (instead of other
places like Seoul, Hong Kong or Singapore)?

A: The week-long workshop | did in Chulalongkorn University in
2003 was one of the most impressive among all of my experiences
of holding theatre classes in other countries. We also performed
“Tokyo Notes” on 2006 in Bangkok. Since then | have longed to
work on a cooperative project with Chulalongkorn University and
we finally realized it with a new kind of theatre - Android theatre.

2. Q: How do you view the future of robots in the world? Will they
increasingly replace the human work force? | remember watching
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Geminoid F has been developed in
center of human-friendly robotics
based on cognitive neuroscience
established by Osaka University,
ATR, and NiCT.

(Left) Pawit Mahasarinand

(Right) Oriza Hirata

your play “I, Robot” last November and thought of Burmese
housemaids here in Thailand (and of course Filipino ones in
Japan).

A: Today, many Japanese companies have factories in Thailand,
while they cut costs by using robots in Japan. Regardless of the
question of whether it is a good thing for human beings, | think
we will not be able to stop the trend of robots’ taking over our
workload. When that happens, we artists should think how human

beings will behave.

3. Q: The development of modern theatre in Thailand owes a lot
to the translation of foreign plays. However, quite often they are
not literary translations, but what scholars now call ‘tradaptation’,
in which some socially and culturally specific contexts in the plays
are slightly adapted in order to communicate better to the local
audience. Would you allow that in the translation of “Sayonara”
from Japanese into Thai (especially the poems)?

A: | think a drama becomes the common heritage of mankind once
its writing is completed. So | usually do not mind how it is adopted
or directed. “Tokyo Notes” is performed as “Seoul Notes” in South
Korea, for example.

4. Q: More than 40 student and professional Thai actresses showed
up in your audition in June here. Did you find them different from
Japanese actresses, and if so, how were they different?

A: | do not see differences according to their countries. | think
individual characteristics are more important.

5. Q: This is a fun question. When we sent out the news about
the audition in June, many Thai students misinterpreted the term
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“Android-Human Theatre”! They thought it meant “people who
don’t use iphone, and instead have smart phones with Android
applications”. How would you interpret this phenomenon?

A: These things just happen. Perhaps we should have called it
“Geminoid Theater.”

Questions from Oriza Hirata to Pawit Mahasarinand

1. Q: How did you feel when you see the android theatre in
Osaka?

A: Although [ already knew by heart that one of the two actresses

in “Sayonara” was a humanoid, the experience was really like
watching two human actresses on stage. And | wasn’t the only one
who felt like this. Many theatre professors from all around the world
who were attending the IFTR (International Federation for Theatre
Research) conference at that time also shared this feeling. Besides,
we’re also moved by the compelling story, despite its brevity. Since
| knew of this project last November, | felt very honored that you
specifically picked Chulalongkorn University to be the first venue in
Asia (outside Japan) to host this unique project, which for me is like
a meeting of two Japanese geniuses in arts and sciences, and my
gratitude to you, Prof. Ishiguro, Osaka University, Seinendan Theatre,
Japan Foundation and Chulalongkorn University grows everyday as
we get closer to the opening performance here on November 23.

2. Q: What hopes do you have for the android theatre?

A: The same hope | have for contemporary theatre in general,
I would like to see, hear and learn life stories in ways that | don’t
get to see, hear and learn from TV and movies.

3. Q: What reaction from audiences in Thailand do you expect when
they see the android theatre?

A: | think we’ll have two groups here in Thailand. Since it is part
of the Chulalongkorn University Academic Expo and we plan three
afternoon performances per day, high school students may be
drawn to the technological part of it, while so-called theatre
goers, who will probably attend the evening performances, will be
attracted more towards the subject matter. Overall, | think they’(l
be amazed at first and then moved by “Sayonara.”

4. Q: Do you want to work with the android as an actor?

A: They say that animals and children are difficult to work with
in stage performance. But as an actor, | worked with children in
my second play production 21 years and 20 kilograms ago, and
their unpredictability made it fun. I’ve never worked with animals
though. To tell you the truth, after watching “I, Worker” in Tokyo
last November, | didn’t think | want to share the stage with those
yellow robots. In contrast, the human-like quality of Geminoid
F in “Sayonara”--not only physical appearance, but also emotional
expression-- really made me want to work with her. And this is not
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Geminoid F Developed by Department of Systems Innovation and ATR Hiroshi Ishiuguro Laboratory
Photo Credit: Osaka University
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because, from some angles, she looks like a woman | loved very
much. Actually, when we put up the audition posters back in June,
| even joked with a medical doctor friend, asking him how long it
would take to undergo sex change so that | could become a woman
and be able to join that audition. Apparently, it was too late and,
well, I didn’t want to shave my moustache, not yet anyway.

5. Q: What kind of theatre program would you want to create if
you could use an android?

A: | have two crazy ideas off the top of my head now--blame it
on kushikatsu and takoyaki. First is a play in which all actors are
humanoids. Hmm. I’m not sure Prof. Ishiguro would love this idea
as he’ll have to work very hard and craft many more humanoids.
Second is improvisational theatre. Let’s push the liveliness of
android theatre further and have human and android actors
performing without a script. Do you like this second idea? You don’t
have to write a script for this performance.

Android-Human Theater “Sayonara”, Asian premiere

(outside Japan) in Bangkok!

“Sayonara” is an innovative theater performance in which humans
and androids (robots) share the same stage, directed by Prof.
Oriza Hirata of Osaka University, the founder of Seinendan Theater
Company.

This play, organized by the Japan Foundation, the Japanese Section,
Department of Eastern Languages and the Department of Dramatic
Arts, Faculty of Arts, and the Department of Mechanical Engineering,
Chulalongkorn University, will be a part of the CU Academic Expo
and Bangkok Theater Festival 2011, and this will be the first stage
performance of “Sayonara” in Asia (outside Japan).

Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Building, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University

For more information on Android-Human Theatre,
lease see www.seinendan.org/en/
ontact: the Japan Foundation, Bangkok tel. 02-260-8560~3,

p
C

Department of Dramatic Arts, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University, tel. 02- 218-4802.
Facebook “Drama Arts Chula”
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08 October - December 2011

THE DOLLS OF JAPAN EXHIBITION
Japanese dolls: Beautiful pieces of art
that display exquisite craftsmanship and
the unique cultural heritage of Japan

JF invites you to enjoy an exhibition that
features 70 Japanese dolls of various
categories, including those of women in
beautiful kimonos, Samurai dolls, which
are part of the Boy’s festival, Ichimatsu
dolls, which realistically depict Japanese
children, Kokeshi dolls, and dolls created
by modern craftsmen and more.

This exhibition will be shown in Bangkok,
Chiang Mai, Nakhon Si Thammarat and
Phayao. The schedule is below:

Bangkok
Venue: Crystal Design Center,

Ekamai - Ram-Indra highway

Date:  Wednesday 12" - Saturday 29"
October 2011 10 am. - 8 p.m.
Monday-Thursday/ 10 am. - 9 p.m.
Friday-Sunday

Chiang Mai

Venue: Chiang Mai University Art Center,
Nimmanhemin Road

Date:  Friday 4" Wednesday 30"

November 2011 9 a.m. -5 p.m.
(Close on Mondays)
Nakhon Si Thammarat

Venue: Muang Khon Contemporary Art
Gallery, 2" FL. City Learning Park

Date:  Friday 9" December 2011 —
Saturday 14" January 2012
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Close on
Mondays)

Phayao

Venue: Temporary Exhibition Room,
Phya Ngum Mueng Auditorium,
University of Phayao

Date:  Wednesday 8" February —

Wednesday 7" March 2012
9 a.m. — 4 p.m. (Close on
Saturdays and Sundays)

PEOPLE’S THEATRE FORUM
ansiUdaunlavdonuld odongo?

yadsdernthu (guwton) Tafu e
Aaunisaras AudnwIMans aensal
UGN Uy SEAMEO-SPAFA atfuenu
Tosaudunnindy Sgdndnw Tnases
nwaun dnduads dnivinis wasdvinau
auRadiausssy Samsuils waneudsy
Usvaunisal waesiudsarey a vy
uzvulon o.1du3an a.Fedlvel szvrinetudl
7-9 nanAy 2254

TuazdeafinRuaauaulan
makhampomreunion@gmail.com 958

mkpchiangdao@hotmail.com

Makhampom Foundation in collaboration
with  Chulalongkorn
SEAMEO-SPAFA, partially supported by the

Japan Foundation, welcome students,

University and

theatre practitioners, community arts
workers, and cultural managers to join the
dialogue, workshops and drama showcases
to promote inter-cultural exchange and
theatre for social change at Makhampom
Living Theatre, Chiang Dao, Chiang Mai,
between 7"-9" October 2011.

For more information please email

makhampomreunion@gmail.com or

mkpchiangdao@hotmail.com




BANGKOK
INTERNATIONAL
TYPOGRAPHIC
SYMPOSIUM
2011

28th-29th October 2011
Alliance Francaise de Bangkok

—_—
Ticketing : 02 670 4222
bitsmm.org -o- facebook.com/bitsmmx

Lecture Series + Workshop
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I0SsuwUNuUovaUaS AUN AUN musical unit of Taikos,
onUs:nArdUU Bowauwanumsis  Shamisen and Fue (Japanese Flute)
InSovauasaviauoed naooinin: by twin brothers Ryohei and Kohei
sDiBoNa:uae INAUILOAUAS Inoue.

souale UlaewlooiSeolod
Ialnied dlu:glo: AUN concert in Bangkok is coming

_ soon in December 2011 !
sosunouidsavoo AUN Tan

nsoINWH IdousuonAy 2554 T !
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“rOJuAnuAUMSWEULUNAEDEU”

ﬂmzﬂssmmﬂ%mhmﬁﬂuﬁﬂmu,mﬂizmv*ﬂ,wa
(Japanese Studies Network - Thailand)
swAvuunInAgUu  auzuyvemans
UAEdIANAIANT  UNIINYIADAIVAIUATUNS
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Usgifeans  Aavy  wuweinen  uazeu
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1I8¥U  FIANTNGIINURIINGIFERN 9
huseme

Furan: umgiaudi 20 nanau
fafuandi 21 nanaw w.a. 2554

a0l wvInenduasuauaiun
WenungLin

The 5" Annual Conference of
Japanese Studies Network-Thailand

Japanese Studies Network-Thailand
(JSN-Thailand), an academic forum for
Japanese studies scholars and researchers
from various universities and research
institutes in Bangkok and other regions,
in close collaboration with the Japanese-
language Section, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Prince of Songkla
University, Pattani Campus, will organize
the fifth annual conference of Japanese
Studies in Thailand, entitled “Japanese
Studies and Sustainable Development.”

Date:  Thursday 20" - Friday 21 October
2011
Venue: Prince of Songkla University,

Phuket Campus
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DigiConé Creative Seminar
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The Movie uvinsussengluiide “The Magic of Japanimation”
— How to 2D and 3D is intergrated

Fuan: 2 &mAN 2554 / 13.00-16.30 u.

d0ui:  vieteaAvaliey Tu 5
VoAaUIAUSITHWNTUNNAUIUAT

JAPANFOUNDATION 11



ACTIVITYReport

msUs:suonusia Boo
“Mmwa:nounudaligowIu
MSAQSIBUMOICUUSSSU
JUUDLDINQUAIUE”

WuuWe U N Saufu antuness
nsawme  Iedelsifinsussqueusne o
“pmagvieunudaudritun1sandizunig
yuuesngwAd”  Wedud
18-19 AINYIAY WA, 2554 viefauTaiu-
SITHLINFIMNITIUAS nedngUsrasAves
nsvasuluaded i edalenalwiy
thAmnamsusgmansanneesiu guu
waglne sausts Aadudivherududads
wardeadieassding 4 anusznaluieds
nzfusenidedld ldumuls wanasuuun
AMUANTUNTIANITAUTALES

aeduRnm usuLeInARS ELYNaF L
fiaudnussu ?iaﬂ’liﬂizﬂ;mluﬂ%dﬁﬁmﬁuﬂu
pdefl 3 aneudmnniive 2 mihenu ey
Famsvsziludnvasdortuiinglafen
Uismmﬁﬂu wazidiasg1snaly  Useine
vealde-tgosialniun el 2552-2553
mudy TnslumsUsssundall 165uifesh
981989910 F13. A5. BAlNY WNTan UNIWINS
n1efudgatansuiguuiidodes

TRusIIY

baEnNI9

wsuduesdtign  wazldluusseeivaud
Pansaluvninedy  Menduasedunis
Uszguiainan

12 October - December 2011

NISUSSENEWIFY
(JF Fellow Seminar 2011)

Bov “Us:da0ssrundrodu”
Ia:  “waordJu-winsrine
WIULUOSSnUNSsY”

<

Wuue gy ngayw Sy guidiudnm
ANENYWEAEnT  WnInededesin
Tiinsussonofimvavdisnniesiy 2 ad
Twinde “Usgifssunddu” way “Adagdu-
MATIAINgG  HUINITIUNTIN” 1Y HA.AT.
09901 GITINTLA UALE.LTING  LsLATY

ladm

msUs:BuIBOURUANMSUIUNBNC
IBoo “painanaikonuituale
Thu: WevluloBanuascuunmMs
WIUMSA S:uduDINNTAU lla:
ansSshadau”

donvulefefnwinazausdnusanans
JaensaluvnInenss  areldnisadvayu
yaquturiaduuaz  Chula  Global
Network lsidnnisusegu@ieuuRnisuiuieid
Gos “gaiRnmauisnnuduasiel ey
LW HAUITRUINITHIUNITA
oy uazdvSmAten” Wletuil 21 - 22
NINQIAL WA 2554 iR
LLazLLaﬂL1J§'w%aagawwﬂszi’amam%uaz
AnuAaiululssiAudAy
anudunnaznszuiun1sUAsurIumig
\wWisugna dpn mades wazdwusssy  Whg
Anuduatelmivosiuuausne 9 luede
TutsnTadamssuil  19-20  uaguMuUIMYea
nMsAsEninlsema  mMsaenanday
dnsuAdeuiddoniiuiudsunvasuas
Tiaumsganuduaielvivesiuuausing <
Tuedelutsssornanfientu TaomsUssyil
fitnisnsierninewageassfidiiom

v v

Y198UAIN 20 AL

ITUBUBIUN
A =
LWBANY

WU Usedn

ey

919156 UsE TG Ju nMadvnie
AziuBDN JUIAINTUUMINGINY NoUAIE
919159 1g YU 2 ¥ Ae Prof. Yuko
KUBOTA (Fukuoka University of Education)
wag Dr. Hideki HIRAMATSU (Osaka University)
\dofungiaudi 14 nsngian wa. 2554
uaruansdl 19 Awnau ne. 2550 T
Tnefngusvasdrasnsdneluadsiifieida
Temalsitugiinsanilanisussereiiaulaiies
funussuadguulinsuuss it
Renfuitauinisvenssunidiududedn
fegatagiunazyunesazviounedsaulneg

v
o '

dausledniagatiagtiu Jamsussenouazdusun
ey IFsunsneusueghaiian
UNANYILAZANNAITEVDY ANTNYBEAIENT
wivendodedvl wazamivendedu o lu
fuilndiAes naonuyanasialy iloaun
ANENINTVBINITISBU-N1TAOUKATNITANY
Wearvivnssuadgiulnduiiunivans
1Ny

7 e
Huﬁfin 192§

Fllli\fﬂ'l n
I‘-




Insomswunienosusulkuikonoma
losaa:duoon (Japan — East Asia
Network of Exchanges for Students
and Youths: JENESYS East Asia
Future Leaders Program)
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JFLibrary’s

Recommended Books & DVDs

m Books

Book:

Author:

Book:

Book:
Author:

Book:
Author:

Book:

Author:

Book:
Author:

Book:
Author:

Book:
Author:

Publisher:

Publisher:

Publisher:

Publisher:

Publisher:

Publisher:

Publisher:

The Astro Boy essays: Osamu
Tezuka, Mighty Atom,
Manga/Anime Revolution
Frederik L. Schodt

Stone Bridge Press / 2007

Anime Figures

Photographer: Yoshio Shimono
Publisher:

DH Publishing, Inc. / 2008

Otaku: Japan’s Database Animals
Hiroki Azuma

University of Minnesota Press /
2009

The Anime Companion
Gilles Poitras
Stone Bridge Press / 1999

Cosplay Girls 2 Japan’s live
animation heroines

DH Publishing, Inc.

DH Publishing, Inc. / 2007

Manga Mania Girl Power!
Chris Hart
Cartoon Craft, LLC / 2009

Akira Club
Otomo Katsuhiro
Dark Horse Comics, Inc / 2007

Eiji Tsuburaya: Master of Monsters
August Ragone
Chronicle Books / 2007

14 October - December 2011

——aad 1

1 o

§u 10 omsiasuiing auvelanuuns
$09.00-19.00 . / TuLd1s 9.00 - 17.00 w.

o ¢ o I
79EALUUNIUATY Ao
nandariing: Juduns - Ju

DVDs

Movie: Fek= 4 v a— (Tennen Kokekko)

yn
T

AN
a

Director:  Yamashita Nobuhiro
Company: Asmik/2007

Movie: Leild Leindd

(Shaberedomo Shaberedomo)
Director:  Hirayama Hideyuki
Company: Asmik/2007

Movie: Yy k- ¥7 413 (Sad vacation)
Director:  Aoyama Shinji

Company: Geneon Entertainment/2007

Movie: 3z | (Tamamoe)
Director:  Sakamoto Juniji

Company: Happinet/2006

Movie: T &b, ELAOEERES
(Funuke show some love, You losers!)
Director:  Yoshida Daihachi

Company: Amusement Soft Entertainment/2007

Movie: Pz (Sway)
Director:  Nishikawa Miwa
Company: Bandai Visual/2006

Movie: FHizi > = & (Yuki ni negau koto)
Director:  Negishi Kichitarou

Company: Geneon Entertainment/2005

Movie: MR D H R
(The Blossoming of Kamiya Etsuko)
Director:  Kuroki Kazuo

Company: Bandai Visual/2006



JFTheater

& special DVDs screening

ﬂm: New Anime Films

Sat. 1" Oct. 2011

The Last Princess
(BBLiED=HA)
Anvadanenyls

Directed by HIGUCHI Shiji
(b 1 22

118 mins.

Fri. 7" Oct. 2011 18:30
5 Centimeters per Second
(B 52T A— L) 2007

L%ENL@ITEUEN@EWSMQ%
Directed by SHINKAI Makoto
(CHrEak)

63 mins.

Fri. 4" Nov. 2011 18:30
Haunted school
(R D17 1995

Ts95yuias

Directed by HIRAYAMA Hideyuki
(FILF55E)

100 mins.

October - December 2011

-

Sat. 5™ Nov. 2011 15:00
GeGeGe no Kitaro

(#4757 D RAKKE) 2007
pastosfnls

Directed by MOTOKI Katsuhide
(AATLHE)
103 mins.

Fri. 14" Oct. 2011 18:30
Chibi Marukochan (Movie)
(BUOELTHRA 1990
REE L ZILE)

TVEEEGHG RHRRIREER

nou Telugad iU dieueas
Directed by SHIBAYAMA Tsutomu
G£11%5)

94 mins.

Sat. 15" Oct. 2011 15:00
Rookies
(L—%—X - %3¥) 2009

Rookies-fialvialuuss ganudnise
Directed by HIRAKAWA Yuichiro
G —11)

137 mins.

Fri. 11" Nov. 2011 18:30
Good Bye for Tomorrow
(mA) 1995

anoudwuTunssdl

Directed by OBAYASHI Nobuhiko
(RMEE)

142 mins.

Fri. 18" Nov. 2011 18:30
Uneasy Encounters

(Hi7s 5 A %) 1994
ANUNTIVBILAY

Directed by WADA Makoto
(i 1 78%)
118 mins.

Fri. 21* Oct. 2011
Summer Days with Coo
(#ED 7 v & ZIkT)
Tuvegngaieuriug
Directed by HARA Keiichi
(st )

138 mins.

2007

Fri. 28" Oct. 2011
The Place Promised In Our Early Days

18:30
(EoteZ 5. KDL 2004
AUNTIAALANT YN

Directed by SHINKAI Makoto

CHr i)

91 mins.

Sat. 19" Nov. 2011
GeGeGe no Kitaro 2
(75 ORKES FHEBLNEK) 2008
agyesAmls 2

UnnaIRe el

Directed by MOTOKI Katsuhide
(AATTH)

119 mins.

15:00

Fri. 25" Nov. 2011 18:30
Ghost pub

(EERD 5 ) 1994
RRTGTRLY!

Directed by WATANABE Takayoshi
(We2£147)
110 mins.
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Fri. 2" Dec. 2011 1830
Cherish his Smile

(ﬁ‘x‘)’(%ﬁ%i@% L) 1996
AUDNTDYBU

Directed by SEITOU Ilwao
(AR

100 mins.

Fri. 9" Dec. 2011

18:30
Tears Behind the Joke
(ELvayTya—7) 1985
WewmdianuaynAouin

Directed by SEGAWA Masaharu
GEIETR)

108 mins.

Sat. 17" Dec. 2011 15:00
Dororo
(£52)
AUEINEY NS Talslsy 2007

Directed by SHIOTA Akihiko
(EEPIE)
138 mins.

16 October - December 2011

Sat. 3" Dec. 2011 15:00
Hana
(FEX v H7213) 2006

7711 menlduulatgnnu
Directed by KORE-EDA Hirokazu
(R HsAn)

127 mins.

Fri. 16" Dec. 2011
My Sons

(B7) 1991
anueY

Directed by YAMADA Yoji

(L FEEER)

121 mins.

18:30

DVD Sponsored by

J-BI1LS

JAPANFOUNDATION
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Fsules www jfbkk.or.th

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok serves as a liaison office of the Japan Foundation,
established by the Japanese government in 1972, to assist in its full
implementation of cultural exchanges between Thailand and Japan as well as to

create networks with affiliated cultural organizations and individuals in Thailand.

Japan Letter is distributed free of charge to individuals and organizations
interested in Japanese culture and international cultural exchange. Japan Letter

can also be read on site at www.jfbkk.or.th

www.facebook.com/jfbangkok

twitter
@JFBKK

auesnselsludiiuans? quAniusgislsiudduans?
Wsndsduuziuazanudniiiuvesnaanlii

What do you want to read about and see in Japan Letter?
Please send your suggestion and comment to:

Email: japanletter@jfbkk.or.th

Tel: 02 260 8560-4 Fax: 02 260 8565

The Editor of Japan Letter

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok

Serm Mit Tower 10"FL 159 Sukhumvit Soi 21
(Asokmontri Rd.), Bangkok 10110

Copyright 2011 The Japan Foundation, Bangkok All rights reserved.

No reproduction or republication without written permission
wudurnatindy ngamwa Wvesdvans 2554 shatidauladauniisannmiisde
wuiilumsuwsnionuianlnglildFuoygndumednualsnus



