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In August 2011, the Asahi Art Festival (AAF),

Japan organized the AAF Global Network

Project. Creative leaders from seven countries in Asia were invited to visit and join in a dialogue

with arts practitioners in the Tohoku area of Japan,

tsunami in March 201 1.

which was stricken by an earthquake and

Related to this Project, the Japan Foundation co-organized an international conference,

“Potential of a New Global Network” in cooperation with the Asahi Art Festival Executive
Committee, on 21st August 2011 at JFIC Hall Sukura.

The participant from Thailand, Mr. Paphonsak La-or, artist and Vice Chairman of the Land

Foundation in Chiang Mai (www.thelandfoundation.org ) shared his experience of this trip with

Japan Letter.

First, the Land Foundation would like to express
its gratitude to the organizers of AAF study tour and all the
organizations in Japan who gave us the opportunity to
participate in this project. We are honored to have had this
chance to visit and gain some insight into the situation in
Japan after the earthquake and tsunami.

As the representative of the Land Foundation, | would
like to share my thoughts on the tsunami and the situation
after that, including all the activities undertaken to restore
Japan. This report is based on what | felt as | made the trip.
Perhaps because of the limitations of my English skills, which
prevented me from being able to understand all the informa-
tion given to me during the study tour, | hope that | have not
in any way created any misunderstanding, and if | have, please

accept my apologies.

On the day that the tsunami hit Japan, people in
Thailand were shocked to learn of the incident. | did feel the
earthquake but | didn’t think that there would be any serious
consequences until | learnt that there had been a tsunami.
Shortly after these two events, | noticed that the climate in
Thailand had changed suddenly - it was cold and it rained
continually for many days.

My sympathy for those people in Japan who
suffered moved me tremendously. The coldness and rain
which was prolonged during that period were the only things
which linked my feelings to the people in Japan. | watched
the situation unfold and saw assistance arrive in Japan from
many people around the world. | was one of those tried
to help. As | received more information on this incident, |

began to feel more depressed but then one day | received a

JAPANFOUNDATION O5



message that said: “Everything will be okay in the end, if it’s
not okay it’s not the end.” This simple sentence snapped
me out of my sadness and made me able to see the truth
and understand that what was happening was part of the
process of change, and that everyone was living in it. This
sentence has also lifted my spirit in other difficult situations
as well.

Later on | was able to visit Japan to listen at first
hand and experience what was happening there, particularly
the country’s reconstruction efforts. | was impressed with
people’s stoicism in the face of trouble. What | mean is, they
were not shaken by what had happened. On contrary, they
still stood firm as if they understood and accepted it. Even
though we were receiving information that said the situation
was getting worse, | realized that the Japanese people were
ready to face any situation bravely; they could inspire people
around the world.

Regarding efforts undertaken to restore Japan, in
many interesting activities; for example, there was an activity
which eathered local people from one area and people from
outside that area to play music together, in a way which was
similar to an orchestra. When | looked into their eyes, | could
see clearly that the music played at that moment embraced
everyone as if it was the centre of all their hearts.

While traveling there, a voice in my heart often
called me to get emotionally closer to what was
happening. However, | couldn’t help but feel that being on
a tour, | was just an observer. This was different to how | had
been in Thailand when | felt the sudden coldness. Happily,
this call in my heart was fulfilled one day when | traveled
with my friends to visit a Korean community. While visiting
and observing the damage in that community, my Hong Kong
friend and | walked up to the fifth floor of the damaged
building and there was an earthquake. At first my friend and
| thought that it might be just the wind, but it started to get
stronger and stronger and lasted for minutes. | couldn’t ex-
plain my feelings at that moment, and my mind was blank.
When the earthquake stopped, | recovered and my heart was
filled with joy. But this tiny event was nothing compared to
what had happened to the Japanese, although it did make
us understand the nature more. If | were asked to explain

my feelings after | experienced that earthquake, | would

06 January - March 2012

say they are contained in the lyrics of the song “Spirited
Away” - “even the shattered glass can reflect a new self.”
Living among the destruction of the crisis could make us see
ourselves more clearly and this was the thing filled my heart
and connected me to Japanese people again, although it
happened from something unexpected.

Once again, my Hong Kong friend offered to take me
somewhere, this time to see a public park where homeless
people lived in Tokyo. It is a big community and although it
doesn’t contain any big buildings, it’s big in the sense that
there are many people living there. | was quite shocked to
see them all because it was a bit different to the typical
image of modern Japanese that we often see. | didn’t have
much idea about this situation even though we also had the
same situation in Thailand; maybe there were even more,
it’s difficult to say. On my way back to attend a discussion
at the Japan Foundation, | saw small tufts of grass growing
up in the cracks on the concrete road. Suddenly | realized
that the life of homeless people in the park should mean
something to other people in one way or another, the same
as the small shrubs and grass which grow up through the
cracks of the concrete road. Maybe the things we think are
important could turn out to be useless and the useless could
turn out to be something of great importance.

On our last day there was lively discussion with many
ideas from the different groups of people who attended the
activities. Some ideas were really interesting. | didn’t have
many suggestions to offer on the direction of the ongoing
reconstruction activities in Japan because | had witnessed
how capable and strong the Japanese people were in their
efforts to recover from disaster. With that idea in mind, |
cheerfully went down the road to buy a meal at Lawson’s

store.
With respect to all those Japanese people who shared the

road that | walked.

Paphonsak La-or,

representative of the Land Foundation
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Tracing the Past in Minamata

In late November, 2011 | arrived in
Minamata City. For me this was the first time
since | learnt the word “Minamata” word
from my teacher in secondary school. Many
Thais know this word only in relation to
diseases caused by mercury poisoning.

Minamata is the name of city in Kuma-
moto Prefecture. It is located on the west of

Kyushu Island in southern Japan.

The story of ‘Minamata disease.’
In 1903,
founded the first chemical factory in

the Chisso Corporation

Minamata. The factory became a coner-

stone of Minamata’s economy, and
employed more than half of the working
population, boosting tax revenue for the
local government.

In the production process Chisso used
mercury as a catalyst and to produce dif-
ferent chemical products. From 1932, all
the waste water the factory produced was
released directly into the sea. After World
War I, Chisso expanded the factory and
continued to release more and more waste

water into the sea.

e *

By Sujane Kanparit

‘Minamata disease’ was first discovered
in 1956 after a little girl entered hospital
with peculiar symptoms; shortly after that
many people found that some cats and
pigs had exactly the same symptoms as the
little girl.

In 1961, a team of investigators from
the prefectural government confirmed the
existence of mercury contamination in
natural water sources. Unfortunately, the
Chisso Corporation did not cooperate with
the investigation. In fact, the company
continued to release contaminated water
but instead of using the beach, the company
released its waste water into the Minamata
River. This action widely damaged the
town’s eco-system.

Protests by fishermen and others
suffering from mercury poisoning spread
around the town, then later moved to
Tokyo where the Chisso Corporation’s
headquarters were located. And so began a
long legal struggle for compensation from
the company and government. After many
decades, the Chisso Company was forced

to pay compensation to the victims. But the

Factory waste water release point: at this spot is a memorial shrine to honor the people

who passed away.

10 January - March 2012

Memorial ceramic dolls made to honor the fish

and other aquatic animals that died from Minamata
disease.

physical and psychological effects continue
to haunt the city and its citizens.

Many local social workers have tried
to help through the use of the “jimotogaku”
process in many villages, which aims for
improve the quality of life of villagers by
living in a sustainable way.

The good news is that several years

ago, the previous mayor apologized to the
victims and Minamata’s citizens. Nonethe-
less, some people do still discriminate
against people from Minamata. They are
afraid of being associated with anything to
do with Minamata disease. Moreover, many
victims are unable to benefit from the
compensation process because they show
few symptoms. And perhaps most tragic of
all, some houses have been divided, maybe
because grandfather is a fisherman and his
son works for Chisso.
This trip has taught me a very serious
lesson: We must learn from the terrible
consequences of the Minamata case or
maybe one day they will happen closer to
home.

Mr. Sujane Kanparit
Documentary writer (Sarakadee [Feature]

Magazine)

Born in Bangkok. Graduated from Tham-
masat University (Southeast Asian Studies).
Began writing/journalism in 2004. Previously
worked at Manager Daily newspaper. He has
been working at Sarakadee magazine since
2007, mainly writing articles on the environ-

mental, history, and international relations.



NOTICE

AonssuduAauscuusssulusoodut 2555 - steaidealusadacnuldmoiBulscivooiluwhouiasun
www.ifbkk.or.th h8o www.facebook.com/jfbangkok 1o twitter @JFBKK

Arts and Cultural Events presented by the Japan Foundation, Bangkok in early 2012!

Follow our news at www.jfbkk.or.th / www.facebook.com/jfbangkok / twitter @JFBKK

Sweet Arts — Wagashi

UsTEBkaTasANISIULLVIIY 91018 Inegsriiolunisivuaaindgdu
Wagashi lecture and demonstration.
Japanese craftsmen introduce the culture and techniques of

making traditional sweets.

Tuian: 11-12 nuanwus 2555
On 11" - 12" February 2012

NISULAANALATAINIT AUN
AUN — Contemporary Taiko Performance

Antoshuln Seagduasleed dlurgey nsuwansmuninudosUu Manaedlnlng
il uazageilies Jsldsumsuszenduasnaunauiuaunsalslng
Twin brothers, Ryohei & Kohei Inoue will bring contemporary Japanese music,

featuring Taiko, Shamisen and Fue to Thailand.

Tunian: WounuAmus 2555

Coming in February 2012

ATASAL-YUBUR 1509 “gnlaunse”
Android-Human Theater “Sayonara”

pdausniiruuasvususazuansimiuuuaiiorasdeting hiunmsuandae o le3ay Sevae
Pnuvningrdelenni lnsazasiFesdnsiuiunmgdnusmans guiasnsaiuviinede

The first time, robots and humans will share the same stage in this play,

directed by Prof. Hirata Oriza of Osaka University, and co-organized with

Chulalongkorn University

Junan: waudiunmay 2555
Coming in March 2012

-

8. . v / i’lﬂ dnssANIsNYNUNISSULNYNUB
[ F % B ITls#'Em Yvia/unufulin §ngauiu TCDC (Thailand Creative and Design Center) kag NPO Plus Arts

Disaster + Design €xhibition

— for floods in Thailand / €arthquakes in Japan
Showcasing creative designs for disaster prevention and preparedness,
co-organized with TCDC (Thailand Creative and Design Center) and NPO Plus Arts

EW - BB 1%

BNET1ETALIE

*f”"r’ﬂﬁi?_:ﬂ“' IR INBUNTNEIAN-ERNIAL 2555
it Coming in July — August 2012

e by
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NOTICE

ACTIVITYREPORT

IAFuuunasIsuz 3o “uusduuszaunisal
SoRvAn1essTuIIRTErdedguu-Tng”
Swandd 28 unsAy w.A. 2555

1987 09.00 - 12.00 U. viev 5. 103
AUESSANERNST UNIINYIRYSISUANERS
NInssIuUNs

Audalsndeuy  AnesgAmans  wmanendesssumans  aglanis
atfuayuveaauUu iy ngaumne  axdeliindidununasisas
Tuiade  “wistiutssaunsnifeRtinsssunssninegdu-lng”
Fuens?l 28 unsem we. 2555 @ vies 5. 103 Auzigenans
WTIMedsTIIAans vimsedund  Lieuanivdsuanudiunsinns
Fofivhvesssund  enounasvdsUszaudelussordunassvosem
Snsdandumaiaulandifesufussnisdninmayilewassn

gUuluauan

huitaulanmsdusnluaell aansaaeunaniisnfalan guddsndeouns
ANESTAENS UM InendusTIuAans vanewaulngdng 02-613-2309

Public Seminar on “Sharing Experience
of Natural Disasters between Japan and
Thailand”, 28th January 2012 (Sat.),
Room 103, Faculty of Political Science,
Thammsat University

Direk Jayanam Center, Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat
University, under the partial support of the Japan Foundation,
will organize the public seminar entitled “Sharing Experience of
Natural Disasters Between Japan and Thailand”, on 28" January 2012
(Sat.) from 09:00 - 12:00 at Room 103, Faculty of Political Science,

Thammasat University Main Campus.

The purposes of the seminar are to share experience and
knowledge related to crisis management, in particular natural
disaster, in both short and long term, including post crisis
management and crisis prevention and to develop research
questions and collaborative research projects between Japanese

and Thai scholars.

Everyone interested in this timely topic is highly welcome to
attend the seminar. The language will be English and Thai with
no translations. For further details, please contact Direk Jayanam
Center,
Tel: 02-613-2309

Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University,

12 January - March 2012

inssan1sAnAIYYu

9

The Dolls of Japan Exhibition

NN
12-23 AanAu 2554
aouil:  msada el Wumes

Junan:

81A15 D

GENATY

Junan: 4-30 werRnneu 2554

aonufl:  welivssAnsAauTausssy
WINeaeRe el

UASASEISUSIY
9 §uAN 2554 — 14 In31AN 2555
aouit:  veRadswaTudiowneu

Junan:

NYMUNTBEUIIDIUATATITINTY
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AuznssUMsIATeTeduAnuuvisUszimalng (Japanese Studies Network - Thailand) SafusNUNImA WU AzIywemaniLa
dspumans wminerdvasaruaiuns newatami aeldmaaivayuresauiurimindu 1Faliinssspinmssduniads 5
Tuide “iﬂﬂuﬁﬂmﬁ’umiﬁwmﬁé’ﬁu (Japanese Studies and Sustainable Development)” ttedaa3un1suaniUasunasunieisnnis
5¥13191N 398 919158 watinAnwseRuUSyglnneiuuyyemansuasaudruaans %ﬂﬁéﬁﬁwﬁwLauawmmmh 150 AuTUsHIe
Tuna: 20- 21 ganAu 2554

anuil:  wvninendeasvaueiuns Inenaaguin

e e Quin ARzl of i 5
“ el Bun T sy
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TAsunsusseuilAv
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dsru wazquifnuiduAninuazanudauds eunasnsalimninends lidnnisussorefiay (Gouiuszaunsalanduglng) Ges “guunds
AedAtunismadigewianiva” lneSeudsy mans19138 as. 103 lenue (Prof. Dr. Eiji Oguma) nunTIvenaeiagle (Keio University)
Ussmadltu filuszaunisal wazsanuddesnuusy iRmansdenainen sndnval dsan uazeududinuvesaudltu anusseieiiiewmeuns
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Recommended Books & DVDs WosamanUuriadu g du 10 orrsiaduiing ouvelanuund

<

nanlaviinis: Juduns - Tuang 09.00-19.00 u. / Juwens 9.00 - 17.00 u.
[T\ BOOKS &) DvDs

Movie: Wi Lo A A Stranger of Mine

I:'l"“ﬂﬁ! Book: viiledi esilsnan
i

haﬁ Author:  LAgnlng Bingay Weu /
s 6
= : AUNE Nngdve wla

Director:  Uchida Kenji
Company: The Klock Worx / 2004
Publisher: dtnfunduaU1es / 2010

Book: il eenvuRnzintng Movie: BT A THB AN
Author:  tAgnlng Bingay Weu /
Puna nveiled wla

Publisher: d@infunduaunes / 2010

Kamyu Nante Shiranai
Director:  Yanagimachi Mitsuo
Company: SPO Entertainment / 2006

Book: ladll eendaresddiideu Movie: #Y - k-3 House of Himiko
Author:  LAgnlng Bingay Weu /
Puna wnedlvd wla

Publisher: d@infiunduaunes / 2010

Director:  Inudou Isshin
Company: Asmik / 2005

Book: Hrefoon@niiduneynauiium 1

Author:  TREND-PRO Co., Ltd. 1au /
g9aad Sauduns ula

Publisher: duinfiundualies / 2009

Movie: Wb +o—4&
Memories of Matsuko
Director:  Nakajima Tetsuya

Company: Amuse Soft Entertainment / 2006

Movie: 0% L7 $ak
The Housekeeper and the Professor

Book: Hrheiioondwidneynauitum 2

Author:  TREND-PRO Co., Ltd. Weu /
iy Aniles ula

Publisher: dhiinfiaiduates / 2009

Director:  Koizumi Takashi

Company: Amuse Soft Entertainment / 2006

Book: lyanuduvedlasuou Movie: R oE Memories of Tomorrow
Director:  Tsutsumi Yukihiko

Company: Toei/ 2006

Author: Shogakukan Doraemon-room
BUUEYY / 930 SUdUNs ula
Publisher: dtinfiniuuiidadiviiatud / 2010

Movie: »boer Kamome Shokudou
Book: oyilluy AaEan Director:  Ogigami Naoko
Author:  WEuNMEUTEIERT KANANTRUN

Publisher: @infiuviu@vy / 2006

Company: Vap.Inc. / 2006

Book: AINITYT NUa518921970 A7 Movier  vonEEETLA
[tsuka Dokusho Suru Hi

Director:  Ogata Akira

(My life as a cook)
Author:  83lmg wu LAwle -
Publisher: @tinfiunufau / 2009

Company: Amuse Soft Entertainment / 2005

. e

0 B
L

14 january - March 2012



JF Theater

& special DVDs screening

JANUARY: New Annival

Fri. 6™ Jan. 2012 18:30
Penguins in the Sky — Asahiyama Zoo
QN o7l m

NURUNEE LS 2009
audmionwndenn wuniuazluedu
Directed by MAKINO Masahiko
(=% /%)

112 mins.

January - March 2012

FEBRUARY: Family

Sat. 7" Jan. 2012
Ballad

(Ballad 41 72 & 750> 5 72) 2009
funudaenmn

Directed by YAMAZAKI Takashi
(059}

132 mins.

15:00

Fri. 3 Feb. 2012

All about Our House
(A T2DOR) 2001
Uruveamnay

Directed by MITANI Koki
Enws)

115 mins.

18:30

Sat. 4" Feb. 2012

My Darling is a Foreigner
(fF U L A3SMEAN) 2010
Jssntmvauil

Directed by UEKAZU Aki

(5= fmeg)

100 mins.

15:00

Fri. 13" Jan. 2012 18:30
Happy Flight
(hyE=774 1) 2008

WiegnTuumayn

Directed by YAGUCHI Shinobu
(R P )

103 mins.

Fri. 20" Jan. 2012
Kappa: A River Goblin and Sampei
(B v "D =F) 1993
Auly tag

Directed by HIRATA Toshio
(CEmER)

90 mins.

18:30

Fri. 10" Feb. 2012 18:30
The Family Secret
(VEXKF77 IV —) 1992

anuduluasauns?

Directed by MIZUTANI Toshiyuki
UkBfB2)

100 mins.

Fri. 17" Feb. 2012 18:30
Wait and See
(b, #) 1998

91...09luldnd

Directed by SOMAI Shinji
(k™)

100 mins.

Sat. 21* Jan. 2012 15:00
Noriben - the recipe for fortune
(DAB2ADYF) 2009
IrnaeIntinBuvo g

Directed by OGATA Akira

(& 371)

107 mins.

Fri. 27" Jan. 2012
Osaka Hamlet
(KB~ AL b) 2008
TewnAuasan

Directed by MITSUISHI Fujirou
CtaE L)

107 mins.

18:30

Sat. 18" Feb. 2012
Helen the Baby Fox
(rFEon~ry) 2006
\soTolgiau

Directed by KOUNO Keita

(s k)

108 mins.

Fri. 24" Feb. 2012
Moving

(9l#L) 1993
gneUnu

Directed by SOMAI Shinji
(PR )

124 mins.

JAPANFOUNDATION 15



JF Theater

& special DVDs screening

MARCH: Springs

Fri. 2™ Mar. 2012 18:30
Song of the Spring Pony
(B 5 72) 1985

uninasunisaluliing
Directed by KOUYAMA Seijiro
(Ffr L LIAIE )

108 mins.

Sat. 3 Mar. 2012

Touch

(% vF)

PaRSNINAN

Directed by INUDO Isshin
(Kg—)

115 mins.

15:00

2005

Fri. 9" Mar. 2012 18:30
A Distant Cry From Spring
G272 5 L DIFUH) ) 1980

HeanIENINYUL
Directed by YAMADA Yoji
(HIFHEER)

124 mins.

l.j'-

Fri. 16™ Mar. 2012 18:30
First Love
(1Z-7) 2000

$nusn

Directed by SHINOHARA Tetsuo
(IR 1)

115 mins.

Fri. 23 Mar. 2012 18:30
Bu-su

(BU - sU) 1987
Fns

Directed by ICHIKAWA Jun
(i7)11%8)
95 mins.

Fri. 30" Mar. 2012 18:30
Kaza-Hana
(RAE) 2001

AY-81UE
Directed by SOMAI Shinji
(R ™)
116 mins.

16 January - March 2012

JAPANFOUNDATION

wuluvhatiady ngawmwe Wudiieuamesautuniadudsldunstes
Tasdguiaduulud wa 2515 flqaussasdiileduiununanidsunsiausssy
sprhsUssmadiuuasdssmdlngegiadfugiuu - ieuadaaiorisanny
Futusiuesdnsuazyananie AdunumiiAeidesiufayinuusss

diduans Wuenasiwandnelaglifieyan iunuarasessAnsifiauaulaly
Tausssngiu uaznisuanideuinusssuseninlseme vnuansadagdUuansld
Adulae www.jfbkk.or.th

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok serves as a liaison office of the Japan Foundation,
established by the Japanese government in 1972, to assist in its full
implementation of cultural exchanges between Thailand and Japan as well as to

create networks with affiliated cultural organizations and individuals in Thailand.
Japan Letter is distributed free of charge to individuals and organizations

interested in Japanese culture and international cultural exchange. Japan Letter

can also be read on site at www.jfbkk.or.th

www.facebook.com/jfbangkok

twitter
@JFBKK

anegneeglsludgiuas? andndiusgdlstudgiums?
TsadsruuziuazauAniuresnaulei

What do you want to read about and see in Japan Letter?
Please send your suggestion and comment to:

Email: japanletter@jfbkk.or.th

Tel: 02 260 8560-4 Fax: 02 260 8565

The Editor of Japan Letter

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok

Serm Mit Tower 10"FL. 159 Sukhumvit Soi 21
(Asokmontri Rd.), Bangkok 10110

Copyright 2012 The Japan Foundation, Bangkok All rights reserved.

No reproduction or republication without written permission
wudurmtiady ngavwe $wesdvans 2555 visnhdauledunisnudide
wuillumeunindoiaisinglilisveygmdumednualsns

DVD Sponsored by

J=R1C5



