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From A Day on Sado Island ... to ... An Evening at

Lumpini Park
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Hidden Treasure

Ms. Kritaya Sreesunpagit, Trainer, Spirit in Education Movement (SEM)
Participant of JENESYS East Asia Future Leaders Programme 2011/2012

“Education Group: Fostering ‘Resilience’ to Overcome Hardships”

While working as volunteer in the Thai Fight Flood
Center, | surprisingly received an invitation to visit Japan, to
learn about “Fostering Resilience to Overcome Hardships.”
It was like a gift, as this was exactly what we were discussing
about the situation we were facing in Thailand. | came to
Japan with a big question; how did the Japanese survive such

a devastating disaster?

| visited Kesennuma
City, one of the worst Sl
affected city by the tsunami
and earthquake, where
we were very warmly
welcomed.  Surprisingly,
we did not see any sad-
ness, despair, or hopeless-
ness but instead we found
inspiration, connection and
hope. We saw firsthand the
great effort the community
had made with assistance
from outside networks to
try to get the city back to

normal.

One of the most inspiring stories for me was told by Mr.
Oikawa, the Superintendent Kesennuma City. He said he and
his team worked hard to make sure the schools in the cities
started the term at the same time as all the others in Japan.
This was a huge challenge as many school buildings, equip-
ment and even roads had been destroyed. Of course, they

succeeded. On the first day of school, parents came to see

their children catch the school bus with anxiety and tears.
But seeing their children starting school again gave them a
sense of hope, a reassurance that life would soon get back

to normal.

Some time after | met Mr. Oikawa | learned with sadness
that his own house had been totally destroyed and he also lost
his mother in the disaster. Nevertheless, he worked tirelessly
for the wellbeing of others.
B | heard of many similar
stories during my trip, of
how affected victims became
active volunteers, and how
they become much stronger

as a result.

Could it be that the value
of taking care of others, of
responsibility, of putting
yourself last and others
first, were what actually
enabled Japanese survive great disasters? By focusing
on helping others, they forgot about their own pain,
and did not have time to whine about it. Could it be that
empathy also gave them a sense of connection, belong-
ing and a sense of purpose, something some people
find hard to see after losing everything? Could it be that
seeing how their actions benefitted others was a confirmation
of their self-worth? All these factors helped these Japanese

communities to find the strength to stand up again.

Could it be that by helping others, we are also saved?

JAPANFOUNDATION 11
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Farewell Message from our Director General

| feel very sad to have to inform you that | will be leaving
Bangkok for Tokyo shortly, as | am retiring from The Japan
Foundation after 34 years, having reached the mandatory

retirement age as of March 31, 2012.

During my second three-year appointment here in Bangkok,
I have happily become acquainted with many Thai and foreign
friends all of whom have shown me their kind nature and spirit
both in the business community and in those communities

and societies with which | have been involved.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the kind
support and cooperation that you have shown to me and

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok, while | have been here.

Even though | am gradually fading away from your sight,
in my mind part of me will always remain here with you all.
I wish you all the very best and | hope to see you again

either in Japan or in any other corners of this small world.
With my best regards and love,
Katsumi Kakazu, Ph.D.

Director General,

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok
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Recommended Books & DVDs wosayauUurvndu faogi 4u 10 o1asiasuiing auuslanuus’
nanlaviinis: Juduns - Tuand 09.00-19.00 u. / Julens 9.00 - 17.00 u.

m Books @ DVDs

k-&%: Book: THEYY
Author:  §Ya1 WHWNTE
Publisher: @tnfisun FULLSTOP / 2010

Movie: #Fy 7 (Canary)
Director:  Shioda Akihiko
Company: Bandai Visual /2004

Book: Japan Mission aeuufjufn savwmy Movie: ZerppEE  (Hanging garden)

Author: Ayavan unmmiﬂsﬁ Director:  Toyoda Toshiaki

Publisher: uwsidinfinnvieslan / 2011 Company: Pony Canyon /2004

Movie: TmiE (Kamikaze Girls)
Director:  Nakajima Tetsuya

Book: Tofiendu mnugvseiuresnuAaILg)
Author: @8y mnleny

Publisher: unsdtinfinnvieslan / 2011 Company: Shogakukan / 2004

Movie: ksl Rom (The Hidden Blade)
Director:  Yamada Youiji
Company: Shochiku / 2004

Book: Iowfen Aniin lnd
Author:  willa1 BEUATUNNA
Publisher: dninfia Polkadot / 2010

Book: adu
Author:  83@51 81813
Publisher: diinfiuiaeudumeidad / 2011

Movie: 2427 H—nx (Swing Girls)
Director:  Yaguchi Shinobu

Company: Fujitelevision / 2004

- . “" Book: iﬁ;{ju%‘ljwl Movie:  FavzoE (Chirusoku no Natsu)
4 Author: DIAT §181Y Director:  Sasabe Kiyoshi
A ?. ,-.: Publisher: dtinfiusiaenuduwmesdad / 2011 Company: Kadogawa Entertainment / 2003
s
el
ey~ §
Book: zfujﬂulﬁaﬂ Movie: K v~y 37— (Doppelganger)

Author: 8350 YuuIA
Publisher: wwsydtindus / 2011

Director:  Kurosawa Kiyoshi

Company: Amusesoft Entertainment / 2002

Book: nilanudiu Movie: 1< A (Bokunchi)
Author:  83d@31 87181%

Publisher: diinfiuiaeudumeidad / 2011

Director:  Sakamoto Junji

Company: Shogakukan / 2002

14 Aprit - June 2012
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April: S/MA/J)Q/VM

Fri. 20" Apr. 2012 18:30
The Incident

(€200) 1978
A

Directed by NOMURA Yoshitaro
(BFA4 95 AHE)
139 mins.

Fri. 27" Apr. 2012 18:30
Station

(BR) 1981
UANTIM

Directed by FURUHATA Yasuo
(5379 2]
132 mins.

Sat. 21% Apr. 2012 15:00
Abduction
GE1) 1997
ARSNNIAY

Directed by OKAWARA Takao
CSUESS)
109 mins.

All films are subtitled in Thai unless specified otherwise

Free admission at the Seminar Room of the Japan

Foundation, Bangkok at 18.30 hours.

A4 ao Y A Y& 9
VJﬂLi@ﬂNﬂ’]Uiiﬁﬂﬂﬂ’]‘U’ﬂWﬂ EJﬂLUiJVl’iSQhﬁLUUﬂWHWENﬂE]H

nuns Aviesdununlua wiUunatea gy ngamwe

1381 18.30 .

.
S ‘1;
‘a: ll..__;.

Fri. 4" May 2012 18:30
Adrenaline Drive
(FRvFY> s RI47) 1999

JULUUANAN

Directed by YAGUCHI Shinobu
(1 saki)

112 mins.

Fri. 18" May 2012 18:30
Many Happy Returns

(e aess) 1993
NGRS

Directed by TENMA Toshihiro
(RREE)
95 mins.

Fri. 25" May 2012 18:30
My Secret Cache
(0> OFER) 1997

YUNSndvedu
Directed by YAGUCHI Shinobu
(%% 17 52 5%)

83 mins.

April - June 2012

Fri. 11 May 2012 18:30
Nodojiman — Sing Your Heart Out
(oL Aig) 1999
Tuglagdil Uszmndosnasiloainsiau
Directed by IZUTSU Kazuyuki
(ffaifnag)

112 mins.

Sat. 19" May 2012 15:00
Kikujiro
(BRI O H) 1999
Undlse

Directed by KITANO Takeshi
(Itw &%)
121 mins.

JAPANFOUNDATION 15
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Fri. 1% Jun. 2012

A Class to Remember
(Z4%)

159501

Directed by YAMADA Yoiji
(LmpE=)

120 mins.

Fri. 8" Jun. 2012

The Rainbow Seeker
(L% > Te )
Meylnianeis
Directed by YAMADA Yoiji
(=)

120 mins.

Sat. 16" Jun. 2012
Tora-san goes Religious

Vs

18:30

1996

15:00

BHEoBn&!: nEER < HTRER) 1983

W davansfifisn
Directed by YAMADA Yoiji
(L HPER)

107 mins.

16 Aprit - June 2012

Sat. 2™ Jun. 2012

A Class to Remember I
(F#%11)

15950u 2

Directed by YAMADA Yoji
(LmpE=)

122 mins.

Fri. 15" Jun. 2012

Hearts and Flowers for Tora

(HKE & LS V»oz)
WeesnYelnI

Directed by YAMADA Yoiji
(L PEw)

110 mins.

Fri. 22™ Jun. 2012
Tora-san goes North
(BiE-> B0 L R EES)
TURNNUAUNRUT?
Directed by YAMADA Yoiji
(L HPER)

107 mins.

15:00

1996

18:30

1982

18:30

1987

JAPANFOUNDATION
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The Japan Foundation, Bangkok serves as a liaison office of the Japan Foundation,
established by the Japanese government in 1972, to assist in its full
implementation of cultural exchanges between Thailand and Japan as well as to
create networks with affiliated cultural organizations and individuals in Thailand.

Japan Letter is distributed free of charge to individuals and organizations

interested in Japanese culture and international cultural exchange. Japan Letter
can also be read on site at www.jfbkk.or.th

www.facebook.com/jfbangkok

twitter
@JFBKK

anseensueslsludiiuans? auAndiusgdlsiudiiuas?
Wsndeduuziuazaudniiiuyasnaanlii

What do you want to read about and see in Japan Letter?
Please send your suggestion and comment to:

Email: japanletter@jfbkk.or.th

Tel: 02 260 8560-4 Fax: 02 260 8565

The Editor of Japan Letter

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok

Serm Mit Tower 10"FL 159 Sukhumvit Soi 21
(Asokmontri Rd.), Bangkok 10110

Copyright 2012 The Japan Foundation, Bangkok All rights reserved.

No reproduction or republication without written permission

wuurintliadu nganm dwesdvans 2555 wanhdauladumisnniideiduil
Tumeunsuioanisnglilisueynmdumednualsnys

Fri. 29" Jun. 2012
Tora-san takes a Vacation
(FXIDIKA)
Tuvgavadlnindls
Directed by YAMADA Yoji
(Ll k)

105 mins.

18:30

1990



