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Prabda Yoon

Raw fish is my favorite food, and it
started with sushi.

| knew Japanese food from an early
age, but what | ate back then was only
the kind of Japanese food friendly to
children, like yakisoba. Sushi and sashimi
seemed to be at a totally unreachable
level, one that | couldn’t even dream
about.

[t must have been during my days study-
ing in the United States that | started to
try this unique Japanese delicacy. By the
time | entered college | was already a
passionate sushi lover.

But it was not something that happened
all at once. It took time to be able to
enjoy the taste of sushi completely. At
first | found that shocking rush in the
nostril created by wasabi disturbing. |
also needed the rice ball to be larger
than the raw fish, and couldn’t under-
stand when some people complained
about getting too much rice. Once I'd
tasted sushi done properly by a good
chef, however, | understood, and be-
came one of those obnoxious sushi
snobs who complain about too much
rice.
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| quit eating red meat long ago but until
2007 | was still eating seafood. | thought
| wouldn’t be able to live without it.
Then out of the blue, while traveling in
Kyushu, | decided to quit seafood, too.
Before returning to Thailand, and before
becoming a complete vegetarian, | went
to a sushi restaurant in Fukuoka with the
intention of making sushi my last sea-
food meal.

Surprisingly, | didn’t have a hard time
living with only vegetables and | didn’t
miss most of my former favorite seafood
dishes. But | did think about raw fish
now and again. It was sometimes tempt-
ing to order sushi or sashimi in Japanese
restaurants (where | would eat mostly
tofu). | survived, but not forever.

In 2009, | received a research grant that
allowed me to live in Kyoto for about
nine months. | planned to spend my
time there living in simplicity, cook-
ing my own food and eating the same
menu every day. | managed to find a
good neighborhood supermarket and a
rice shop. | bought a small rice cooker.
| was all set and started to make my-
self brown rice with steamed vegetables
which became my regular menu, unless
| had to go out to meet people or had
to do something that made it incon-

venient to return home to eat.

Then a friend came to visit. She wanted
to eat at a kaiten sushi restaurant. A kai-
ten sushi restaurant is where you sit at a
long counter and different kinds of sushi
dishes pass in front of you on a revolving
belt and you just take any dish you want
from the belt. It’s fast food sushi. | went
along with the friend and watched her
enjoy her food. | was still under control.

The atmosphere and the scent of the
sea from the kaiten sushi restaurant
stuck with me long after my friend had
left. Then, on a cold autumn evening, |
walked out of my apartment, heading
for a kaiten sushi place nearby. | told
myself that | just wanted a little taste of
the sea, just one time, and then | would
go back to being a vegetarian right away.

| kept my promise. | ate very little
that evening. But | went back again
a few days later, and again after that.
Eventually, after two years, | started to
eat seafood again.

It was sushi that brought me back.
Raw fish and Japan, these could be the

two things in life that | could never live
without.
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Lisa Sripatanasakul is a co-founder and leading mime
of MUTE. After
of Arts degree from Assumption University in 2000, she

performer graduating with a Bachelor
studied for a Master’s degree in Entrepreneurship Management
at the College of Management, Mahidol University. She has
won several prestigious awards, such as the semi-final round
of Thailand’s Got Talent Season 2, and performed as a special
guest in the Singapore Street Festival 2012, Singapore and in
the Ansan Street Art Festival 2012, Korea.



“Life is a Journey”

Lisa Sripatanasakul

As the clichés goes, “life is a journey.” A journey can have both
good and bad experiences, and it can bring happiness and pain. |
was very excited when | received an invitation to participate as the
representative from Thailand in “The Performing Arts Meeting” or
“TPAM” in Yokohama. Now is the time for a real journey - a journey

to Japan.

The activities at TPAM were divided into two sections: networking
and shows. The networking section was further divided into speed
networking, group meetings, and discussion. The show section

featured: TPAM Direction, Direction Plus and International showcase.

Over the seven days | was at TPAM, | watched a total of 17 shows
and many of them were very impressive. The show from TPAM
Direction, directed by Takuo Miyanaga, was one of my most
favorite shows. Although this show lasted around an hour, it held
my attention throughout. The way they presented the show was
very interesting. After the first five minutes of the show, an actor
asked members of the audience to go and sit on the stage. It was
very strange but | found that | could see the performance very
closely and it made me feel like | was a part of the show. The
actors performed by using cartoon characters which were very
funny. And at the end of the show they asked the audience to go
to the back of the stage and dance together in a concert which was
part of the end of their show. Although some performers looked

young, | could see they were motivated and highly skilled.

Another show | liked was from the Singaporean dancer, Daniel Kok.
He used a very creative technique to present his show. He asked
members of the audience what they wanted to see from him and
he said he would dance their requests. This really amused the
audience. | thought that his creative style was the main reason why
his shows are so well-received in many countries around the world,
including Thailand. Another dance project that impressed me was
called “Kentaro.” This show was performed by a man who danced
for an entire hour, captivating everyone watching. The sound and
the lighting were both excellent and the ending of the show almost
made me cry. There was no story to his dance but | think that it was
because of his strong inner spirit that shone through to reach the

hearts of those in the audience.

On the fourth day, | went to see a show in the Setagaya Public

theatre, a famous theatre in Tokyo. The theatre was very big and

beautiful, and this is where | got to see my favorite show. The show
was called “The Stranger” by Company Derahirera. In this show,
many kinds of performance, ranging from dance, theatre, position-
ing, to pantomime were performed. Although | did not understand
the story since it was in Japanese, | could not take my eyes off the

stage for a second.

The networking section, as mentioned, was divided into discussion,
speed networking, and group meeting. The discussion section was

led by many expert speakers on various topics, such as “Open

» o« J

Networks,” “What Happens in an Art Center,” and “Theatre Law.’
All of them were very interesting and provided us with important
information. From the discussion, | realized that building networks
is very important for me; at TPAM it enabled me to share informa-
tion with other participants. Much of what was discussed and what
| learned at the sessions can be related to my present work. For
the Speed Networking, | had a chance to introduce myself to every
single attendee and | made many new connections in the process.
| talked to a Japanese dance producer who presented his work
with the aim of introducing it to Thailand. | also met many festival
producers and was able to share my profile with them. Joe Sidek,
the producer of the Georgetown Festival in Malaysia, was very in-
terested in my works, and so were producers from the Philippines
and Indonesia. | believe that the speed networking has given me a
good chance of performing in these countries. Other than expand-
ing network, talking to the attendees from other countries provided
me with new perspectives and ideas to create new works and also
how to approach audiences in other countries. This journey to
Yokohama gave me the kind of experience that | could not have

gained elsewhere.

| learned about new cultures and new methods of performance,
as well as different ways of working. | saw the enthusiasm of
performers and how competitive they are. Participating in TPAM has
encouraged me to do more and to try the best pantomime per-
former | can be. These seven days in Japan have changed me for-
ever. | know that life is a journey, but it is a journey that | have to
create for myself, for my destiny. After coming back, I think I found my
direction and my destiny as a pantomime performer. Going to
Japan has given me much more than | expected. | hope that one
day in the future | will have a chance to go back there again
whe-ther as a representative or as a performer. Thank you TPAM,

and everyone who kindly supported me.
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Japanese Film Festival 2013

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok and Consulate-General of Japan
in Chiang Mai organized a heart-warming, dining-themed film
festival. The opening film was “Eclair”, during which éclairs were
served. Many people enjoyed a platter of appetizing films and
tasty stories from our selection of seven films.

Date and venue:
Bangkok

15-17 February 2013
Chiang Mai

22-24 February 2013

SF Cinema City FL.6, Terminal21

Major Cineplex FlL.4, Central Plaza
Chiang Mai Airport
Co-organizers:  SF Cinema City, Major Cineplex

Embassy of Japan in Thailand, JNTO,
Tsuji Culinary School, Dusit Thani College

Supporters:

08 April - June 2013
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Ceramic Art Solo Exhibition

“Positive Grace 2013” by Kasumi Katagiri
GNssANISIISITASINATEY “AIIVOVIVIVUINT
lnenru Kasumi Katagiri

Ms. Kasumi Katagiri, a pottery artist held a solo exhibition
to display some of her recent works.

Date and venue:

18 January - 26 February 2013
People’s Gallery

2nd FL. Bangkok Art and Culture Center

Aatugeduduiatiuanunudienanuiisesassaiess q 4
Juuazaaui

18 UN3IAY - 26 AUAIMNUS 2556
2 People’s Gallery 41 2 ol AUSRAUTRUTITUNTUNNUNIUAT

In collaboration with the Japanese Studies Center, Faculty of

Humanities and College of Arts, Media and Technology (CAMT),

Chiang Mai University, a special lecture, entitled, ‘Disaster Pre-

paredness “Always Prepare: Living with Changes” — Knowledge

of Disaster Preparedness through Creative Arts in Daily Life’ —
was held in Chiang Mai. A demonstration and a mini workshop
were also held at Thai PBS on Children’s Day.

Date and venue:
Chiang Mai
ThaiPBS

11 January 2013
12 January 2013 (Children’s Day)

<

Japanese Cakes Lecture and Demonstration
nIsussglgna:aisanisniuuy

Japanese western cakes created by Chef Yoshida are
very delicate and luscious. He made many fans during
a demonstration of how he makes his specialties.

Date and venue:
31 January 2013
2 February 2013

Le Cordon Bleu Dusit Culinary School
Gateway Ekkamai

wuualndnzunntliownlednzilunulsdnandenseou
wagyIuAzyUINLIY o AnlavaeTiunuansdsvitvunivinia

Juuazanui
31 unsAu 2556 @ lseSsudeuinenmsiaenainediuae nan
2 QUAMUS 2556 o g tande

Disaster Preparedness

“Always Prepare: Living with Changes”
“idudu)lkd og Ta: T883ndwisuunuilaaundan”
NISINSEUWSDUNA:INNISAEWUALULIUDDNILUED
peivasvassn”

uUuNtdiady ngamme sy quigiufnu uazinede
Aavy do uaznealulad univendeleslnl Salassnnsnisduuwn
dannsdiufne luide “wwuiwlm eg 16 : Witnedlsuy
auasuutas nswseundeunazdnnsfeRvARILueENWUY
dondeadeassd” Asumindeddnl uazianssuaniansnioundoy
SuefeRvArunudinedodulonanuiudinuieniiiannd
Wnsviadlneidiea
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Kimono Demonstration for Japan Cambodia Kizuna Festival 2013
nisaisanasicivgnAluiuluviu Japan-Cambodia Kizuna Festival 2013

Ms. Hiromi Nishiyama gave a lecture and demonstration on
Kimonos and directed a Kimono Fashion Show and used
Cambodian dresses at the Japan Cambodia Kizuna Festival
in Phnom Penh.

Date and venue:
24 February 2013  Cambodia-Japan Cooperation Center
(QJCo)

n1sussEELazaian1suasyailululaedlsd U8eue SIuMeng
wanaundulydiganluly uasnisussyauszdrvatuyanlumania
Cambodia-Japan Kizuna Festival a4 nganuuLdey

Fuwazaauit
24 Qmm‘ﬁuﬁ( 2556  Cambodia-Japan Cooperation Center
(CJCo)

Pantomime Performance in Myanmar
nasianva:Asiu ru a1871SrUSSIKLAKNIWWLN

Mr. Kazuki Yano performed pantomime in Myanmar. Burmese children
greatly enjoyed his performance.
win 9 yrmhasaynauuldiunisuansazastivesnyi el

Date and venue:
12 February 2013
13 February 2013

i
e
Ll

|

Kyeik Wine Orphanage School and Chatrium Hotel [ {7

|(§

(41
L]
Mary Chapman Deaf School ‘
Fuuazaaud

12 nunWus 2556 Uruandnga Kyeik Wine wazlssusy Chatrium

13 nuAUS 2556 @ 1saSeudouAuyviuIn Mary Chapman

10 April - June 2013



World Premiere (outside Japan) of “Grandslam”

by Condors, Japan’s most popular all-male dance company

NASIAOL “Grandslam” spuidSaawsidas (upnus:inAniJu)

TnsanzinueaIunlaiigavesg Uy Condors

Date and venue:
2-3 March 2013

Chulalongkorn University

Junazaaun
2-3 funAy 2556

~Super Star of Classical Saxophone~
NOBUYA SUGAWA SAXOPHONE RECITAL
IN BANGKOK

Organized by the Japan Foundation, Bangkok, Mitsui
Sumitomo Insurance Co., Ltd. (Thailand Branch), Mitsui
Sumitomo Insurance Cultural Foundation and the Office
of Art and Culture Chulalongkorn University.

Date and venue:
12-13 March 2013 Music Hall, Art & Culture Building,

Chulalongkorn University

dnlnganiunmiindu s3uiu UEm fnge gllaly Sudisud 91in
auUsemelve yatls Gnge qllalu Budrsud dawesa wadindu
wazdtinuImsnufaliuusssugmansaluining gy

Junazaaun
12-13 funAY 2556 &4 LAANAUAS 81AsAaU IRIUSITY

PANTIUN NG

Sodsai Pantoomkomon Centre for Dramatic Arts,

w guifalznisazasanla ugulnua PanIaiuIne sy

ARRRREMAE S5
WEIR—

CSR Research Report
~Survey of Philanthropic Activities
by Japanese Companies in Thailand~

The Japan Foundation conducted Survey of Philanthropic
Activities by Japanese Companies in 11 countries between 2006
and 2012. In this meeting, Mr. Junichi Tomioka (Senior Managing
Director, Information Center : JFIC) gave a lecture, which
analyzed the research results and the future direction of CSR

in Japanese corporations. Organized by Japanese Chamber of
Commerce, Bangkok (JCC) and the Japan Foundation, Bangkok.

Date and venue:
28 February 2013 15" FL, Amarin Tower, Japanese Chamber

of Commerce, Bangkok (JCC)

ULEaUaNTIATIZINUATELALITU Survey of Philanthropic Activi-

ties by Japanese Companies Tu 11 Yszina 533790 2006-2012

Wgqudilsy ndllens (Senior Managing Director, Information

Center: JFIC) uaztnauadirniafinasasdulusuansefiussgumiae
' L o Y A ' )

NUA 9 vy dnlay wenisAdgidungamin JCC) saufiu

WRUUNIUATY NFENNe

Sunazaniud
28 AUAMUS 2556 Bu 15., Amarin Tower, Japanese Chamber
of Commerce, Bangkok (JCC)
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Throughout the new year, we will be bringing you

more exciting Japanese cultural events and programs.
We look forward to your continued support and patronage

in the coming year.

Art and Culture Department
The Japan Foundation, Bangkok

J@)?J@%{mqﬁﬂ{mmuﬁ tﬂv . FI) 2556

wRzdinnihnensimihadlansiausssunnusemeagduanidaueann « v
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viesanauUuIndy njavwn [uresayadmiuyanamluly
Uspinalveiifanualalussmadiu soludu Tausss wazanw
Gl Insnensviosansluguvesdeiud waslanvimuTannin 20,000
$8m3 yanavhluaunsaduduuas@nuiFesiidesnsluriesayalilae
lsidedrldans uonanidsiuidulngvesiosmalddniuuudude
annsadldusnisldlavazaan

avINIg:
Junstierns  9.00 . - 19.00 w.
GAk 9.00 u. - 17.00 u.

wazAauniui 1 wwew 2556 Wuduly dosayaandurnilindu
nyamny axdinsfeundassuidsunsliviesayadsil

gnianszuvdaiuAsing
sswmﬁmLﬁumﬁmﬁwaqﬁaqagngﬂﬂﬂLaﬂéy’uwiifuﬁ 31w
2556 @unFnviesauaiiasdneAinsansadenfudndlddoud
uUssnamth wazazlifinnsfuainslindmniutisseznai
muualy
. SzYzAINISRYNAUANALN:
1 Wweu 2556 - 31 duAy 2557
. wnasigedd: luiaSeriiad

A3UTUDRTIAIENITN

. yaravhly: 600 U

. UniSsu/dndne 300 v

. 919sdapunwIdUu 500 U

AFudmTumsdepuiuiivun
5 vw/3u (milsdetedeuinsyiun g 10 UM/ Senineta
msaeuinszaunwIgUu)

U3N15618LaN&15

Ad: 2 U (2 Wi 4 Uw)  B4: 4 U (2 n: 8 Uw)

= o = oA &
ﬁ]QLiEJullr]LWEW]‘”'ULLa%m@TaUﬂqﬂﬂuﬂ?WNT}ﬁJN@Nq U NU

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok Library is a public library for
people in Thailand who are interested in Japan, Japanese culture
and the language. The collection has now grown to more than
20,000 prints and audio-visual items. Visitors are welcome to
browse and study in the library as the majority of our collection is

arranged in the open shelf area with free of charge.

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday: 9:00 am - 7:00 pm

Saturday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

In April 1, 2013, The Japan Foundation Library will revise its

Library Regulations as follows:

Abolition of the Deposit System

The Deposit System will be abolished as of March 31, 2013.
All members who have paid a deposit will get a refund. Please
apply for a refund process within the next fiscal year. No deposit
refunds will be paid after this period.
«  Refunding period: April 1, 2013 ~ March 31, 2014
»  Document required: Receipt of deposit

Revised annual fee

»  Adult: 600 Baht

«  Student: 300 Baht

e Japanese Language Teacher: 500 Baht

Overdue penalty charge
5 Baht/day (JLPT textbooks: 10 Baht/day during the test

preparation period)

Copy service

Ad: 2 Baht (2-sided: 4 Baht) Bd: 4 Baht (2-sided: 8 Baht)

Thank you for cooperation and understanding.

JAPANFOUNDATION 13
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a o

UU Recommended Books & CDs HosauaauUun gy frogfl $u 10 orrnaiuding auuelanuund

nanariins: Juduns - Tuans 09.00 - 19.00 w. / Yuians 09.00 — 17.00 wu.

m Books @ CDs

g Book: Gush % ~ Album Tsuruno Oto
@g Author: Yo Hemmi, Giles Murray (Translator) 3 Singer: Takeshi Tsuruno
- ‘( Publisher:  Counterpoint Company: Pony Canyon Inc., Japan / 2009
Book: Laughing Wolf Album: WEFETOAR, BiityLl?
La“ghin%\/ £ Author: Yuko Tsushima, Dennis Washburn Singer: Greeeen
‘ O (Translator) Company: Nayutawave Records / 2009
Toshimaika Publisher:  Michigan Monograph Series In

Japanese Studies

Album: Night & Day
Singer: DEPAPEPE meets nFI v & m—r—
Company: SME Records Inc. / 2006

IlgLE Og Book: Isle of Dreams
DREAM Author: Keizo Hino, Charles De Wolf
(Translatore)

Publisher:  Dalkey Archive Press

Album: VAMPS
Singer: VAMPS
Company: VAMPROSE / 2009

1. Moon over Book: The Moon over the Mountain
Author: Atsushi Nakajima, Paul McCarthy and

Nobuko Ochner (Translator)
Publisher:  Autumn Hill Books

Book: Women Adrift
Author: Noriko J. Horiguchi

Publisher:  University of Minnesota Press

Album: Olympos
Singer: Lands

Company: J Storm Inc. / 2010

Book: The Shadow of a Blue Cat Album: FasLTHUX
Author: Naoyuki li, Wayne P. Lammers Singer: AFX AL v F
THEEIXABD@AW% (Translator) . )\ . Company: Ariola Japan Inc. / 2009
B Publisher: Dalkey Archive Press
NAOYUKI II

Book: A Room Where the Star Spangled Album: Best Collection ~ o Hfgsz -~
Banner Cannot Be Heard Singer: Shinji Tanimura

Author: Levy Hideo, Christopher D. Scott Company: YJG Co., Ltd. / 2008

(Translator)

Publisher:  Colombia University Press

& e Book: 1Q84 Album: Perfume (Triangle)
- \A Author: Haruki Murakami, Jay Rubin and Singer: Perfume
EA RUKI Philip Gabriel (Translator) Company: Tokuma Japan Communications

$<ed

14 Aprit - June 2013

Publisher:  Alfred A. Knopf Co., Ltd. /7 2009



oo /Z THEATER
4%

Apri: Seasons

Fri. 5™ Apr. 2013 18:30
Song of The Spring Pony
(FEED 5 72) 1985

uninasuviaggluldug
Directed by KOUYAMA Seijiro
(e LAIE —BR)

108 mins.

Fri. 19" Apr. 2013 18:30
An Autumn Afternoon

(BT DK) 1962
unilsluggluldfs

Directed by OZU Yasujiro
(N2 ZR)
113 mins.

Fri. 12" Apr. 2013
Summer Days with Coo
(TED 7 v & ZIKIr)
Tuneaggouriug
Directed by HARA Keiichi
(R )

138 mins.

18:30

2007

Fri. 26" Apr. 2013
Diary of Early Winter Shower
(BREF)

TuAinsudunu

Directed by SAWAI Shinichiro
(BI1E—HR)

116 mins.

18:30

1998

All films are subtitled in Thai unless specified otherwise

Free admission at the Seminar Room of the Japan

Foundation, Bangkok at 18.30 hours.

ynsedidusseenelve enduiissyliindunvdingy

nuns Nvieaduuunlual wiUun ity nganne

£381 18.30 u.

-
DVD Sponsored by \ &4

J-BICS

April — June 2013

May: W (based on novel)

Fri. 3 May 2013

Twinkle

(FFx5EeH0)

ADUAINT™

Directed by MATSUOKA Joji
(G =)

103 mins.

Fri. 17" May 2013
Tsugumi

(=<2)

g1

Directed by ICHIKAWA Jun
()i )

105 mins.

Fri. 10" May 2013 18:30
Bushido Sixteen
@E#E Y7 2T 4 —) 2010

anlailalineuwi

Directed by FURUMAYA Tomoyuki
(HEEE2)

109 mins.

Fri. 31" May 2013
The Chef of South Polar

(FAEBHE )
woasatalantd

Directed by OKITA Shuichi
(i —)

125 mins.

JAPANFOUNDATION 15



I THEATER

(V44

Fri. 7" Jun. 2013 18:30
The Pale Hand

(BWF) 1990
flofidnvn

Directed by Koyama Seijiro
(e LIAiE —BR)
100 mins.

Fri. 21° Jun. 2013 18:30
The Ugetsu Story

(A 97E) 1953
LN

Directed by MIZOGUCHI Kenji
(=)
97 mins.

16 Aprit - June 2013

Fri. 14™ Jun. 2013 18:30
Ghost Pub

(FER D 5 ) 1994
Ty

Directed by WATANABE Takayoshi
(Wess217)
110 mins.

Fri. 28" Mar. 2013 18:30
Haunted School
(R OE) 1995

[ENERPEN

Directed by HIRAYAMA Hideyuki
(FLiF5 )

100 mins.

—
-

DVD Sponsored by \ &4
J-BICS

JAPANFOUNDATION
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Il www.jfbkk.or.th

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok serves as a liaison office of the Japan Foundation,
established by the Japanese government in 1972, to assist in its full
implementation of cultural exchanges between Thailand and Japan as well as to

create networks with affiliated cultural organizations and individuals in Thailand.

Japan Letter is distributed free of charge to individuals and organizations
interested in Japanese culture and international cultural exchange. Japan Letter

can also be read on site at www.jfbkk.or.th

www.facebook.com/jfbangkok

twitter
@JFBKK

anasngalsludiiuans? auAniusgslsiugiuans?
Wandeduuzihuazanuaiiuvasnuanléi

What do you want to read about and see in Japan Letter?
Please send your suggestion and comment to:

Email: japanletter@jfbkk.or.th

Tel: 02 260 8560-4 Fax: 02 260 8565

The Editor of Japan Letter

The Japan Foundation, Bangkok

Serm Mit Tower 10"FL. 159 Sukhumvit Soi 21
(Asokmontri Rd.), Bangkok 10110

Copyright © 2013 The Japan Foundation, Bangkok All rights reserved.

No reproduction or republication without written permission

wulurimtindu nganma dwesdvans 2556 Fanhduladuminniideiduil
Tuweuniudofisnisnslilésueynmdumednuaisnys



